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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 


Tur RBechets or Beechets (the name was spelt in either 
fashiong&, olden? days) Come of very ancient Kentish 
"stock, but the fitst of whom we khow anything definite 
is Henty Bechat, alderman and shtcitr of the “City of 
London, ¢irea 1469, He was thé eleyenth son-of one 
Becher of Kent, Who mustehave been? yery wealthy 
man thdeed, fot he left £200 per affaum tocachtof his 
eleven &ons—a wagt fortyne for thtsse days! ‘All died 
without issue excepf. Henty, who tattied Alice, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Medtne of Mount Edgcomb, 
Ctoydon, by whom he had ten cRfldegn, He’ djed 
sth June, 1570, and lies buried ig the church of Saint 
Christophe? to, marty” of Longlop. He,shpo, left a 
latge fimilf 3 gand it is evident that the Bechets ‘were 
now pesgle pf cogsideable sochil position, with seme 
inflygnce at C@nrt, Hensy,*tlae eldest son, mattied the 
daughter of Dr. John Righe of Deptford, the Queen’s 
physician ; "Edward, the Second, weet squire of the 
Royal Badyguasd, : Fane, the third, received from, the 
Quetn a Grant of the forfeited states of the Hatls of 
Desmond, He settled in CountyeCorkeand fqunded 
the Irish branch of the family, who soon | became, 
pedple, of distinctiog in rhge*country, hig eldest son 
Henry was Thrd Président’ of Munster in 1§o4, ‘and a 
descendant, Thomas, yas AD.Cf to Wiliam TIT at 
the Battle of the Boyne, Bug to, return to the English 
Rechers: Hehay’s” eldest son, Sit- William Becher, 
vii 
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knight, was a man of very great ability. He bight 
the property of Howbpry“ftall, about 34 mile fron 
Bedford, and was for many years Sherlif of thet county, 
MP. fof Dover, Glerle of thé Countil, Priv Coun- 
cillor and an ambassador to may foreign states, He 
sleeps, ‘with his sd and daughter and many of -his 
descendants, in ghe “quaint old adjacent church of 
Renhold, bendih a handfome tonfo ln the chancel, 
The Howbty:profferty semained the farptly agatfugell 
1738, when it wee sold. The Bechers were stout 
Royalists, and we find at the Réstoration Sit" William 
Bechet, gandson of th@ above, detignated | for the 
Ogdet of the Menfghts of de Royal “Oak, gnd standiig 
first among the genglemen of the county of Bedford, 
with the fs enormans income fGoo fer annum. 
He thattied Frances, daughter of OliverJ.ofd Sy Jol, 
son,of the‘Larlof Bofingbroke. + » = 4 4 « 

~ Barly ig the eighteenth cenuutty Jane Becher magried 
a neighbout, Robert Nettleiqn of Freelands, Bromley,» 
In, the county “oreKent, Ie was mteihent Rugsin 
metchant, and thid may have brought the family into 
contact with that Gthag great trading concert, the"Zast 
India, Compaay, .which was beginning to open out, 
prospects of a luccative career for younger sons. Be 
this aselt may, in” 173 Wend Richird Becher golng, 
out to Bengal as a Juntos® Factér in ths Gaye 
setvicg, and thus b&gan the copnection of the, Bechers 
with the land to which so many of she family were 
destined to devote their lives, Ee ‘vae fhe second san 

vill 
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gf Wildam Becher of Howbury, and seventh in aescent 
fram the ‘Becher of Keat.* His rise was meteoric; 
by 1796 he had become, Senior Mesthant, Fourth 
Memberff the Benga) Council, ind Govattor of 
‘Murshidabad And then came the terzible tragedy of 
the Black Hole sof Caluytia. Siraj"ud Dafila swept 
down upon thé dgomed city, and the qivitian® women 
and children, fled Rovrnstreagt leaving he gattison to 
its fate? They Janded at Falta, wey miles ‘yvay, "and 
ih that pestiferons sand tecking sitifnp they “walted 
from June’ta December, when Admiral Watson attived 
with hig goct from ort St.°Gebrge. In 175@Richard 
had*tharrled Gharlotte Golightly, a metefpitl of elgt» 
teen, and she had porne film a daaghter of ghe same’ 
‘name, who, ‘alt Sth? others, quidkly deobbed yd 
died of the, combined effects of malaria, exposure and 
wrivationtyy do Spike: of the slicitude of Warten 
Hastiggs and hid wife, por Cimrlotte nevar got over’ 
her logy, ‘ After suffering evith patience g long iftnigs 
occasioned by gtléfYfor the Meath of art only daughter,’ 
to quote the pathetic epyaph upon her tomb in the 
old CXlcutha graveyard, she patsed” away fh 1460. 
Richard reteived the sum of £a7,ooeuftont Mit Jnfngy 
Sicd} ud Daulais successor, ag & compensation fprehts 
8 tings 2 

Richard Beqfer was & staunch adrhiter of Clierg, and 
when that great man fas cemaporasllfy eclipsed hy this 

1 Mill, HissompapBritgh India, ed. Wilkon, gth ofl, p, 185. 

Bir W. Hunter, LAr Tilers in Indla, pp. 163 ff 
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rivals both he aid Holwell (the hero of thes Black, 
Hole) suffered with him’ “In 1761 he was itformed 
that his. servites were no longer required, and be 
returned to England. Here } ¢ remfined us| Clive’ 8 
trlumphant refpen as Governor of Bengal din 1767 
He. was thes seaPpointed totic Berfgal Council, and 
in 1769 ‘became President. of Murshidabad, where he 
did splended pryork in “fighting & the terrible famine 
whith bidke ‘out the following yea” After*thirty- 
one years’ setvice"he retires jn e774 and béught an 
estate known as Rook’s Nest in the parish of Tonbridge, 
Kept... Me Ini gut a largé sum of money on this, byt 
wnfortunatelf, £ in 1781, ws brother Wiljam, who had 
dissipat vk his: fortune in gambling, got, into serious 
difficull Thengh Richard Wes 4 now an old man,’ 
id ‘his usual magnanimity he sold his estate, paidoff 
his brother’s debts, dhd returned te India ineC7er, with 
his two sons, John andChiarle’, both ft phot pained 
pots. in the Bengal ‘CivileService, But the climate 
‘proved too mugh for hiagvancetl*yaafs, and a yeas 
Jatef .(x-7th November, 1782\,he passed away and wag 
Jald by his first Wiferin the Calcutta Cemetary. A long 
and -claguent ingtription glesculbes his mfny virtues 
and his: gueat services tothe country of his adoption, 
Fey* hive sotved? it’ tter. Meanw: hile, another 
relatiyen John Mlarman Bechet! pee to India in 
3779 He died int Boo, leaving behind a little daughter, 


1 Sir Willlam Mynter thifiks that he may havé pattly suggested 
Thackeray’s Coldnel Newcome., 
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Anne, *Anne gtew-up to be the belle of Calcutta, and, 
in "1810, | at, the aggof severiteen, she made a successful: 
"métgh with young Richyiond™ ‘Thackray, w Tising 
gnembes: Frthe Bengal quil Sétvige? A ‘son, AFilliam 
Makepeace Thackeray, the famous novelist, was, born 
to them in the fallowingeyear, at Afbu:, in thé old 
house-which Kad qnce been the home of Sf Philip 
Franelg, Riahmond Thackeray did nom lon, sutviye 
the climate pf the hideors chatnel-fouse’ that Caleutea 
then Waf,: He ice, aged. -thitty-tWo, { in 1815, His 
little son soon went to England for his ‘education 3 
but peer time enor distance madg- ‘im fSrget ghe 
beautiful movher whom he ltd left: behiit4, ee 
* From thie, time gf Richard Bethet’, onwards. the 
*Bechers madg *tadlass Second home,eand inch g wc 
ceding eneraélon we firid thtee. or four ‘Bechéts 
"servings DNitiee Bengal Civil, Setvice ‘of the: ‘Bengal 
Semel 
“Maga Augusta Becher, tRe author ofgke fascinathnig: 
hetiah docunent there given, was orn on -boatd 
the Dake, of Lanvaster, ast, Indidmag, off the ‘Cape; 
ist O&tobet,-1830. She came of Xnother famous: Gale 
ciitta ‘stock, the Prinseps, aad € 10 was! Saly*naturt 
‘Wat when young Septimiis Re er, the, sevélithsom of 
‘the sevengy, SOY Of thaygreay’: ichatd,: ‘elton. 4 “dathing 
young Captaisf in the:Bengal ‘Staff Gorps, cattte home 
on deaye,ehe should Idole up t the friends of hts family. 
Tn due course. Miss Augusta Pritsep was mattied: to 
f Sep.’ in May 18495. salloe. for India with him inthe 
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trooper Efenborongh a month later, The voygfie took 
atzo days! On arrival the Bechers yopped fora witile | 
_ at Calcutta, sd chen mace, their way in a felsucely” 
fashion sto Luckifow. Mrs. gBechex’s accovht of the 
Journgy, gnd-lsex vivid thumb-nail sketches of Indian 
social life is those,vanished’ days, dre fascinating to 
read." Soon,afver their arrival at Iyeckdow thelr Little 
boy was keroy «Lhe Bechers Wwete not destined, how- 
ever, to stay iong'th Inckhot t Sep? was ordered yp 
join Headquarters at Simi,as Assistant Adfutant- 
General, This necesditated another long trek” 
thraugh* the Tydian: plains in the trelght hethy trot . 
Weather, The modé of conveyamce was an 
‘Equiropal,’ a kind of pa/kd on wheels, tow happilf, ' 
obgaletd but tle soof of Simi mide up to some 
degree for the discomforts of the Jong angl weaty 
journey. ‘Sep*.was fortunate t@ have d*his Com-* 
mander-insChief the gitat Sit"Chasles‘Napicg, the heto 
of Mecanetadatly in the*cdld weathes the Bechcks. 
‘were ordered dwn to Ambala, dnd tere a tragedy, 
al foo common, in those days, occurred. , Poor little 
George died of dySentery on his first birthday, A 
Kotle%gitd wis borf in'the following October, and sur - 
vivedbut the,third-child, William, born in 1844 af 
Sim, duty lived for" ten oontkes, es 
Earlyin 1857 gumours of the Mutl were in the , 
sale,’ *Muttékings of the distant’ storm Were haard in 
every cantonment if Northern Ipdif, :the news that 
it had burst at Meerut on that,fgtal diy in May antived 
xii 
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‘ag: Simda during an official dinner-party:..Genéral: 
Anson téad it and ,put it ufider his plate, When the, 
"dadigs had ct the table a Council: of War. owas held: 
officers gwite pack8d off tj join’ thelr regiments, ‘and 
the Conrimandet-}n-Chi and ‘bis. staff. moved | to- 
Ambala. Mts,:Bécher gigs a heastrhding p picture of, 
the pagic ab Simla the ugly rumours shat the bazaat 
Was; gbelng Jogited and. the Gatkhas hah brokea out, 
and: the? hurried *xit fo. Dagshal,- ‘Bep? was, § detaisitd. 
of staf duties inthe hillssBating ig"heart opt; and. 
rhonth aftersmogth tdlled, bys Sometimes with no‘news* 
at all, anda ‘othef ‘with. storigh, gtegtlyedisteited,.of 
‘the Horrible atgocities being committed’ e eveaywhete 
r: *A-letter from ‘ Sep’s ’ brother, Colonel John Becher; 
Kasaul, ase? Jus’. ‘8 $7,, tof r@lative in Adsland,- 
ai eo @f the horrors of those dreadful days: 









+The esnative army. without a single exceptior 

‘tas eliptr mutinfed ot béen disMrmed and. eae 
and it i little less than a miracle that ‘#hg_mass 
have, not beet? gerfefal frqmone end ef India. Cocthes 
ather, From “Allahabadgto. Meerut,” and stheneg*ton 
Neemuth afd’ Mhow, is any enetfty’s" country. “The: 
bagbatous atrocities commniitted are beyond belie hes 
nalld Hindu and cringing Mugsaliiga’ Rave turned: out. 
nothing qpgit vy ere é.” ‘The “sccompet®hes'* 
of our.old gengtals*is' a. disgrace, ‘to but verengame.. 
‘Some’ of. them*desetvé. to: be. shot 28 matt as,ethe.. 
fnutincers; $0 manf valuable lives have been sactificed 

_ throwgh, theif sndtnigppundlce Tife pluck of the 

wil | 
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Indies, on the other hand, is almost incredible, We 
shave had one or two pantts here, and were jo a state 
of siege in brgricaded barracks for about a fextnight 
Ladios,, women apd childign, refugees Proga othei 
statigns, | somg in the greatest. déshabillt, having lost 
everythiig but fhe clothes they womt, and some with. 
out even as much as this, are living jg the barracks here, 
Besides Mereat and Delhi, we have to gdd to the list 
of the nfasshcres*Caynplose, Fattygath, 9 and «host of 
other'statlons Glich I cannot "reqolkect ; “indeed, there 
is scazce a station whete* there have not been some 
killed, “treasnrids lodted} bungalows, chygehes, , all 
“public andpitvate buitdings, burnt agd demolithed, 
and then we are going on gow for two nronths before 
the, wales of Delieobliged to hive bp tides of taking 
it till reinforcemente arrive, and act pn “the defersive, 
repelling attiicks frdm the enemyreverysotett day, By’ 
‘this, twenty-four batttes, sofae very Severe, haye been, 
“Pgh, and always with tae'same result—hényy losaes 
‘on both sides, A few ‘Those victetrles “such as these, 
together with ‘climate ‘Andy cholera, which carry off 
many more thin te enemy’s fire, must annihitate our 
gemnell force, Your old regiment behaved* better than 
mast, as they did “Bot fire*on their officers and sonte 
twanty of them five maingd staugch : ae rest are 
in "Deli, “fighting against us, Sofae Waicet who were 
irr she. Grima say they were fever under guch heavy" 
fire, They have reuch the advantage of artillery, and 
the whole plact is undermined and fortified as strqngly 


xy 
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@8 Sebestopol,. Till we'can afford to‘lose a thousand 
ei it-will be madness to Storm the city. - 

EF ditesay dear Charlottg * and others’may like to'see - 
this, should it ever teaghs you, which I much doubt, 
Sam # is gone on a visit to tlie Seps. He is (as well dh. 
every way ag everthe was (ft his life,” We have tio means, 
of sénding- xemittqnces. We. have ‘ngt heat of out 
little gisls sikce Apzil, ich daks down,countty have 
been: ‘stopped for weeks.’ 

"On noth Noveinbtr a.celumn wai formed to escort 

to the coast women: ‘and, children stranded in ‘various 
parts ofthe coutitay, and Mrs Becher went & joig it. 
Troubles begen ‘now td fallp thick and. fast,» Sepa. 
Was’ passed ‘oye: for,promption t by Mir Colin Campbell; 
and his fuvonnitieyigshé AndréW £8 before Prckagw. : 
A.lintle ptocessidn of six doolies, witha mixed company” 
of offend N.4:0,8’ wives, “childs, ayahs and 
~gervaits set outto | join the gat%p fotmed: by’ Sit Joh 
‘Lawrepde at Lahore. Tho journey was_a | longi ind 
“dangerous: oney thfough,wild county, inhabited. by 
- stigets and other savage beasts, and by_an enemy moze 
“savage. and metciless than any’ tifer, ” The first stage’ 
(yd thilles) would’ biting themsto a donelyerest-hauses 
half-way’ between, ‘Ambal age A Jullandar § sothe imext to 
Jullandanand't € 2 thirdsto Apititsaf. The. cliix tatne 
when din the middle d£ the night, whilé é passingethgough. . 


ace Bacheg, a cousing {vho marsled George: ‘Gongh, 


“0! 85 RL S:-Beohesy Brotheg of the above, 
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a stretch of lonely jungle, the dooly bearers dropped 
dheit loads and bolted! "At length, after, incredile 
‘delays, Lahos® was reached, Here were ‘ar*women' 
(including 5 poo! wat-widows) and 27 childrea, walty. 
ing to go to Rombay. ‘The joutney to the const took 
33 days ‘and cost Mts. Béthes so8 rupees! . They 
travelled by dodly to Multan, atid ghence-by steamer 
down the Andus to Kamichi, where they recuperated 
awhile undex thefhosvitable roof of Sir/Bartle Frege, 
At length Bomba? was reached, aad ‘by this finfe Mrs, 
Bechet was so weak that she could not stand ; she 
managed, howeyts, to book a passage for’ Bagland by 
the screw ofeamer Soulumpton. Her troubles might 
now very well have appeared to bg at an erfd, but, alas, 
“the Soamptom rs a wretched Shi} ill-found and 
worse cee The food was ureatable, sand" the 
smell below decks was unbeatable, Tive'bassengere’ 

ied on the voyage, At Mavfitius athotley cfewd of — 
all Matlonalivies joined, infthiding a dead body in"a 
‘grand piano cage! At last, an Gt? furs, the interntine 
ble voyage came to an em but it was many days 
before they recovered fram their privations, of Mrs. 
Reclter lost chat stared expression? which s8 distressed’ 
hes relatives, 

Mis. "Beches only stayed in Rngland for afittle over 
a year. -¥ Sep ? tyad ill and lonely" in Calcutta, aad in 
sOctoher"1859 shé*set out 40 Join him, leaving ‘the 
‘childrén nt home. The voyage ont,"iade this time vid 
Cairo, Suez and'the Red Sea, wag shofter and pleasamter. 

xvi 
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Axothet Saby, Helen, attived in 1860, but only: lived 
for fine months, digd Mrs, Bécher became so ill-in 
R61 that’ she'teturned bythe Malabar #o England, 
followed by * Sep? in Augnst. Tt was’ aot untid #1863 
that she was well enough to tetutn to thor Bdge.” The — 
Bechets now settled down €o a pleggant and peacefut 
life,’ ‘after thet inany,hatdships gnd ttiale, af. Batrack- 
pore, and in 1864 4 little son, Jeb Septingus ¢f Jack ’) 
was, bon. He: happily « suftived. The rest“of theit 
life was cothpatativély Sneyemful, and” Sep * returned 
from the Service with the fank of General io 1868, 
He died ime 19908 ‘at* the: ‘tipe ape of ¢ aiptty : * Anne 
Becher, ’ his  faiehful: companidhi through "So many 
“Adventures antl ptivatigns, agd the pattner of his joys 
and’ sérrows;, folfotvedshiin. within f Fear |. Ps 
Mag Baghet’s diary; which. I have had the pleasure 
oftescuirts fort oblition, thanks to the kindness ‘of 
het song" Mr; RoBett Arhold Becher; is ‘as human 
‘doctimenfrof unusual interest, Meat ne talentpdguthor&s 
was 4 woman ‘etlowed with humour,,*courage and 
_vivacity. of ng otdinary laind, She giyes an extra- 
“otdinatily vivid \ picture of whas our Ancestors in India‘ 
_ suffered in tite * killing time? of 185728 ;~ mdrer thfin 
thit, she tells us about ‘all thOsq@petty detajls of ev8tyr 
day, life, thet doo}ies,’ thendinner-parfles, the gfahindis 
and customs, whith ate so egsential if we ake to Yecon- 
struct’ “the: pictute in all ies Yights “ind shadés.. x 
fotmet' generation pisses; all too quickly, into oblivion; 
Jatid anew: Ongatise#whighscompletely forgets all that. 
2 ayii 
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its ancestor I have wrought, and died ang suffered 
on its behalf. For thif reason, UE for no othes? it is 
incumbent Gpon us to regeue these memodlals ee the 
lives of ours predecessors ini India, before. they are 
"itxevogably® swallowed up and lost,. But this only: 
ives one side’ of,the pictire, I shall not easily forget 
the impression which this diary nade upon” me when 
T first hecame,possessetl of the originalowith i its fragrant 
leather coverg, ‘its prim  Téiilian wiiting,,and its delight. 
fal water-colour” sketches, Sunt /acrimae Port. The 
frankness with which ig was written, ‘ the pity of it,’ 
éhe deaths” ef the little childrens the stiuggles : against 
disease dad climate and discomfort, botne with $0 much 
cheerful and vhcomplalping, hefdism, * absorbed *mg, 
Mrs, Becher’Sdiaty will rest raton n mF by booRthelf nett to 
that othet delightful book of sketohes of fpdhrindien 
life in Bengal j jn thé old days, Miss Bdeéxt’s Un-Goihiry 
Letterse 
H. G, RAWLINSON. 


PERSONAL REMINISCENCES IN 
INDIA AND ‘EUROPE 


OF 
AUGUSTA BUCHER, 1350-1888 ¢ 


“6th: Afarch, 881. On my thotliér’s sevemyy-seventh 
birthday T will endeavouitato cemffrence 2 Story of a 
life which ‘will very likelp interest*my children, and 
which you, dearest daughter,*have often begged-me’ to 
write, Your father half prdmiigts to do the samething, 
arid you" Will, I. daresay, find agnusemefeinsthe'contfast, 
of style and the yy of looking at, perhaps, the same 
events, ae oe Re? 2 : e000 #0) 
Mast Ober 1830,° {was born’teft days atten@any 
father's gleath ok -boatd the Duke of Ldicaster, Bast 
Tndiamgn, nite opher sidexofthe Cape’ , Poor father 
ied ap the ag@ of oily tw&ty-séten, the victim 
of doctots and starvation. «He was the youngestesti 
of Jolt Pringep, in his dayawell knoyfa BF Calctitta, 
who.I believe fltst introduted the indigo plant. cultiva-, 
tian. He made two 'greftefortunes in Jndia, and fale 
the second time when his three youngest sons were stil 
stnall, -"Tifey wete James, ‘Tom, art! Augusins--my" 
Mather, Jathes went out'to his élder brothers at onge and 
Tom goign Engitced cadet, *Phile Augustusewas: 
sent to Halleybyity bwhis brother Thoby, aityyent Sut 
insthe Civil. Sefvice in 4823 jwhen he was ninetgen’years 
old;,.-lefWas an,‘ Adnitsble Crichton, *beloyéd in 
society; and so clevetthat Uncle*I'oby. told me had hé 
lived he ‘would hive egcelled them. all—eyen-Jamésit 
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He .mattied Elizabeth Ommanney, who went ous 
ander the wing of her cousin, wife of Bishop James*of 
Calcutta, im June 1826; my! father caught a chill in the 
boats ‘trecking’rup the river afted their axiage at 
the beginning,of the rainy season, and never recovered 
He wentto the-Straits Set{lements then on to Van 
Diemen’s Land fox three “years, then xetutned to 
Calcutta, suppo8ed to be well, but aGain sutcumbed to 
hard biajge wosk which" he could not forgo, and in 
1830 was sent homecin spite of his entgeaties to be 
allowed to die anfongst hia brotherse As hevlay ill Rt 
Garden Reach, his brothe: William’s house, he used . 
to say, “Lf-I might eat“l khow I should do even yet,” 
put he was eared and bled every second day  Migli¢al 
wisdom of those days! I never heattl my mother 
speak of any fellow-passengers, au, the Dake of Lat 
. dase’; She had’ Tong voyage, for is four months 
old when we attived at Liverpooly-or evgn nore, 
She gave lettérs to Ue posted to hes pareatgtd the mate 
of the vessel, who'wert ashore, and who, SURpOSe in 
the 4oviality of his arrival,fosgot them, atid she, poor 
thing, wad yn board “fortnight, befare softte very 
distant: connections, the Boothbys, feard she -was 
“there, and fetched her to theif house in the neighbours 
hood of Liverpool, Hem was staying at the time that 
“lear old. “funily friend, Mrs, Wynne Sintth, who 
always boasted of haying ‘becn the first person whe 
took me ‘fram the aams of, the ayah, while*Mes, 
Boothby-fecounts how Twas ‘putato Sigep it “the same 
cradle with hereson, Robert, who wag*the same age 
both beihg big fat ceenfures! (I met Robert ,in 
#859 when at home'frem India, and we lionized the city 
togethers vids my journal.) 
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- Mrs Boothby was, as Miss Cunningham, a watd of - 
nty Grandfather Prinsep, ahd also distantly connected’ 
to my. Grandmother Ommanney, but ehewas always: 
looked. ufton as & memBér of the Prinsep fgmily. I 
‘suppose we were speedfly sent on' to Jondon ‘to-my 
gtandfather Six Francis Ommanneyis’ house, 2f Notr- 
folk Siteet, Strand, for I%yas chiistened at St,Clement 
“Dates... My: fathey’s two sisters, Mrs,*Eaddimand and 
Emily Prinsép, and mother’s tidest brotheig Frederick, 
and sister, Mts, Hollist;*-weres sptnsots. All. three 
godmertleers, you will seq in Jatc® Gays most. truly 
tmothered me, and did indre for me than ciccumstances 
allowed. iny own mother to doe eee 
+ ‘Tpansit. give you at all-4 graphic tdeagf my clfild; 
hood without giving desctiptions.of my surroundings 
dnd the people at, thg houses that made up. the life: 
To. begin with "T ttast tell you Thaf at. the™timgs of. 
myecarjest 'recallections my gtandpatents..wete -all: 
diving. ge an ee ao eae 
», Mother's :paromts, Sit Prancisand Lady Ominanney, : 
lived At 21 Norfolk Street, @ttand, a beautiful houge.at, 
the em? of the styegt (nower foreign Motery: running,’ 
fax back ahd o¥erlooking the iver theh—and now the 
‘Embatikmept—its largetow window pf the drawing: 
room Tooke fromoutside the same as ever. No.-22y:4 
‘small. hotist-in the end cornet, was: grandpipals efficd™ 
hhouse—a navy. agency—ttnd over it lived Me. aad 
Mrs. Wygne Smith, to, whort he héd begn the citedest 
-of beneftftots., "Chere" was.a long passage ig No#ar 
on entering tH6- hall door;..then a:latee oval: sézt- of 
ante-hall, Out of which went the-doors to’the hall “of 
the house, ‘to. the”bagk. premises, find the third, into 
the soffice. » From*the ‘bajl of: the: house tgsq-an. oval" 


»REMINISCENOES Or AUGUSTASDECHER 


Wollestaitcase lighted by a great skylight ; a big dininge 
soom looking to the back of the house; and to the 
lefi, through « little: ange-room, fitted up’ with old 
china and cabingts of shells and cufios (mf delight), 
the drawing-raom, with a large bow and French wins 
dows'dn ¢0 a: baktony-whence were ao be seen all the 
steamers,plying in the river, Several of them anchored 
just opposite every evening; Watellloo Bridge to the 
tight, Blackfrinss to the left, and a great shot tower 
on the other side? Quer bedroom was always at the 
top of the house dha had thé sama delightfuleowtlook, 
The bed furniture and chairs and couch covers werd of 
a marveltous pattern, yllow.and dark brown Egyptian 
hiefoglyphjas andl great jats with sphinx head§-ofayety 
gigtesque form passible, and these mixtd themselves 
up-in my dreams with the eightemyd godses from the 
tiyes—all delightfall Thesito Ite alfowed to explote 
downstaits below the living-rooms | aChete were three 
stories below’ the-hall—the lowestronly jug above the’ 
river, indeed noteso @t high tides, #1 .was the only 
chile about the house, and tao happy to wander away 
anywhert* SSmetimes Sas allqyed te go,ind beg 
of Brandpapa Backs of -lett®ss to dea’ upon,“and.to 
ftep “under hig great office Ueskyand be, fred of the 
subbish basket, where’ there were tkeasures of great’ 
iquere thetts of fetter. paper with large seats on them, 
Therethe seemed alwys sttading to write, and one of 
nyFounger wacles—Ottaviusz-worked they latte on, 
uy at, the frst E can remember both "him ait George 
how anelderly tector) in Sound jackels coming from . 
chodl, atid playing ball ia the drawing-roofh with the. 
ound hassocks Ps thy pleasure, “Chere used to be 
wo partoig in the window, @ gteen’and a grey. ‘Bhey’ 
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ased't6 call Wittaket, the butler, and sweat roundlyat 
htm like grandpapa | 

: T alse remember dinnet -pattles: when. grandmamna 
wote ‘totjues,’ There yas a lttht biye, a yellow anda 
"black one with gold bands, We had thei all to. play 
“Charades ’ with by and bye, and mother thiak8:I can 
hardly remember her wazing thetn, but I dq-. I must 
not forget’ Mrs, Wynny’s toque; sty chief explora- 
tons heing to see het where She livedeabovy the office, 
sitting always at work. Wearing a*brown: silk toque, 
with # round workebaskébefore Her*with evety’kind 
of work-invention in little poekets ot straps'all found 
it-—these weréamy delight,’ “hen to fe fetched: by 
Hensy, te mattéevanty all qown thé-magy flight. of, 
stairs to-the Kitchen tg see-Barber, the cooky andgghe 
cat, The: fist, tirgor] “se ‘temetnbet. I went, on, tis 
shoulder and I was thowh a great bffick cat “dongin’ 
velvet, with great glass eyes, which Ifnuch resented 
having. beeg biouglet to see till they fount the realycate 

My Wynne Sith was vety*oldjgnd I sgldom saw 
hint: -he worked in grandpapa’s office; bit «Mts, 
WynstySawhorad been graneéhama’s sqffooifélloy,"and 
the {vo faithful servants Henry and Barbet, plied: 
a lange pat in my Tanne Gays both gt thy time andl aftet. 
awatds in.my Sofithampton school days, Grindpapa 
had a houge at Sheen (now called { Phe Platfes¢) where 
they went in summer, but'l i not, so much thereas 
in thé-town hoyse,’ age als@* lived: at Sheen aw you: 
shall prefentlyy hea,” “Byt belonging’ to, Nggy.caply 
‘tecollections is “that of sfany -driv a gtagny’syb 
cattiage With ctimson sill linings and cofchmas an 
footman in drab crimson plugh And silk’ stockings: 
T-eat.on.a stool at‘her fgets, handing her littlalengths of 
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wool, which she knitted into rings while shé sange 
aursery songs of told me storics all ge time, Gransty 
and I were alumys great cronics, She is supptsed to 
have taught me my Jetters before T was a yoat old, and 
always averted that I could tead quite well before I* 
was tifee 

The Pyinsep grandmama’s house in London, 6 Great 
CumberlandeStitet, wasemuch morafformidable. She 
could never have becn lover of children, and I can 
only just semombek the guamidfathor whq, died’ about 
1833, I scarecly femembor granelmama sitting any- 
where except in her leather atmchair by the fireplace, 
summer and winter, She fised to do great pieces of 
worsted work, working the flowers withoutta payein 
(mysterious to me), She read a great Heal and very 
fast, and she never alloweda ray of sunkight into her 
ws Lay . be . at, 
roea—2 xelie of hex feat of suntin Tndia, She wore 
‘an immense edifice of a cap and a double suff round 
her thtoat, and was very deaf fromeny ecarligst xecollecn 
tion, as yell as very Sharp and qui¢k, She ezeated 
Aunt Emily, her youngest: daughter, as if she wege 
still a chift, alt] was mokinpronouaged and outspoken 
: + t, sae CA 
in all her likes arid dislikes, ‘Mloreover,she was a most 
aristocratic old game, being éfforeign extract (Autiols, 
and tracing a descent, reat os imaginary, from the old 
Counts sof Provence), and most punctillbus as to 
maaners and etiquettc, Yr we young ones were not 
spatad dfeshe found us fvanting.in hex strict sch8ol of 
discipliga”? She must have been aaclever wdifan, with 
great character, hy her day, Gtandpapa Prinsep had 
had 4% worlderful carcers shaking his own? way and 
fortune.from catly*yduth. He went to India young, 
and is saickto have been thecligst introducer of indigo 
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quuamon, He made two great fortunes and "lost 
beth. In his zenith of prosperity he lived in one of the 
ptincely Sicscoed*houses in Leadenhall Street—after- 
walds a satt of the Indi§*Office; gut after a second 
rfailuse he was too old t® go out to India agaih. ‘They 
gave up all they jad to their creditogs, even, to gtand- 
mama’s settlement, £3¢ho000 thtewn into Chancety, 
and her jewels a1§l watch, and were wery, ill‘, She 
used to tall the story with mutth glee of, Pov, they lived 
dn an attic, actoss which she’ pug a ayrtain’ to*make two 
sdoms, and Cooked,herselé ; and bev the three boys, 
James, Tom and Augfstus, had but one pair of 
trousets between them and wept out by turng! Their 
ntany friends ll came to see them, and.8uch a stave of 
things cannct have lasted fong. Uncle*Haldimand 
bought fot*them No. 6 Great CumBerland Street, and 
got him the BéiMwWicd! Sf Southwark, worth agew hun- 
dregls ayyeat? James was sent to his brother in fadigs 
s—being clglest of ghe three—antl his career became 
almost, historicgl as tp Indjg, Tom became an 
Engificer, I do not know whether by dire commis- 
sion af*thosg days or by thg goutine of Addiscombe,; 
and Augustug® my fathes, was sent #4 Haileybury by 
Thoby, his brother, and gvent out to the Civil Serviee 
in du€ time (1821), At No.,6 gtahdnfama, in my day, 
had her eceptions every ‘Thursday, and played yvhising 
till the end of ber long lide, remembering evegy cate 
played at the table, She ditg*in x85x°in hes, ninety-. 
second star. She wde thick black, sifk dresses and 
black silk stotkings on het neat lithe feet With satin 
shoesy arr like true old dames of her qualith did?nop 
like water | 

The thitd London house of my chitdhogd was Mt. 
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and Mrs, Haldimand’s, Aunt Haldimand, ot, mor; 
gortectly, Aunt Sophia, was eldest of all the famity 
and martied when grandpapa was it his haléyen days, 
The Maldimands qwned the fext houge to Mit Pring8yp’s 
+ 2 & "18, ‘ 
ia Leadenhall, Street, and th two became the India 
House, ‘Phe ‘aldimands were a Swiss House, and 
the brothers Willian and Géorge (my uncle) retired 
from thd business when, their fatherMlied with a limit. 
less fortune, Their on sister was theafamous Mrs, 
Marcet, (The house, became Prévost and flow is 
Verney, I believt.y In the,days Ipfizst remenabar: théy 
were living in Seymour Pla&e, a house neat Apsley 
House, then looking aver-the Park (now into Park 
Lane) and having a private entrance to garcons, a part 
5f the Park’ You may sée it now: it hs four carya- 
‘ides supporting fhe veranda ovgtlookiag the Park. 
Auat Sophia wae most quict inher Vdiée and manner, 
syery reserved and apparently cold.g Most e0F othe 
children wereraftaid’ of her, but J never avas, and |, 
think she saa anopto mogt, if nog-all, the others, 
Uncle Haldimand’ was very fond of children ; “wore 
about fowy watches about him, and each ,clid different’ 
things—one played tunes, another repefited, etc,—and: 
Were pulled out for our diversion. [He was delicate, 
and was dreadftilly ‘nervqus and fidgety—wor€ long 
pronts,and many af them, constantly puttiter on and 
takjng,them of—ofien getting the wrong short oner 
outsile che long ong, afgfamusing us much. Herkept 
in his aaa clocks: of every, kita, and™ve were 
now and'then admitted to that sacred ttrritory to see 
all Rinds” of mechanical toys which he deldghted in 
showing off. . All my tecats of sight-Secing were given 
by them. Jt wis a regular part of * holidays’ toobe 
ave 8 
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jaken ene day ina latge patty, two cabs under. Aunt 
Emily’s convoy, and Untle and Aunt Haldimand, 
following*in theif ‘ chatiot’ to a rouad of ¢ sights,’ 
pandramae industfions fic’, etc., gia ; and ag Christ- 
enas-tine always pattief’ and presents there and at 
Cumberland Streat ; -also at Norfolk Street, . ¢ 

I xemember being tak&& once o~ twice to stay at the 
Seymour Place hdjse. Aunt Haldimand kad’adopted 
Caroline Macaite, second chi of hes, gstar, Caroline, 
who mfttied a Swiss savane did gied at thé bitth of het 
sttond gitl, The eklest, Sophia, was’ red-haired, and 
very sweet, and: sometinfes returned with them after 
theit ‘annual summer migtations to Genewa, But 
Caroline, shout three yeas older thartyaty was always, 
there, and thiugh devoted. to little children, often 
teased, and ‘oa one gf these visits I femefiber my bed 
being full of Gtinbe’ vhich ‘slic hadkemptidll ‘there? 
from hex aptOn after a drawing lesson, |” ys 
« We also gaw an @lipse from tlfat baleony, looking 
puougs smokedeglass atsit, I must one day draw out 
two sketch pedigrees that you may a little ufdersgand 
how yoat many telations argeconnectectwittvyou, I 
taust necessarif? mention many in my dittle ‘story, “and 
I cannot always give the history as I meption the many: 
aunts dnd uncles, My mother antl father were each 
members of families of nine sons andehtee daughters.! « 
oT have begun ‘with desctibing the thtee town 
, houses,’ Now I must come formy,teal “home, where 
‘mother atl I lived with Unele Edward, hig. secoftd 
brother, curate’of Mogtlake, , We lived in what? was 
then a Uttle red houge with ® steep tiled tooftbdlonpfng « 
to ald Aunt Jatie Hawkes, maidem sister of Grandmama 

4 See Aiwenctix TL, 
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Ommanney (and general butt of the family), Ie stood 
on the London toad, had a cantiage dtive in front 
with a splendid arbutus in the centre of the frress plot, 
and a gatden of gaydené ac*the back runninfy throigh 
to the church fields, You tay sce it now—but Jove 
changed. «It is called the ‘Ilollies’ sein our day it had 
no name, I never saw any frbutus tree to equal that 
one in {ronal Lo see jt covered with its lovely cup- 
shaped clysteys of little ‘bells in spring, and to watch 
the lovely colousing of iiseberrics in autumn, WAS & 
delight indecd.* There was alsoaa katge stable yatl, 
opening at the end into thé garden, and, of course, 
accessible from the seullery. Ilere I was given a 
< bOrdes? asymm frarden, . Needless to say I stevea grow 
anything these, as there Were plenty of cRickens ; Bob, 
the beloved dog"; ihe togtoiseghell cat Judy, and ' 
kivens? In. tlt stable lived*Uacle" Mdwatd’s white 
cob, Jack, which he fode and drow ita Igw pony 
chaisc. The the “garden! Really always a pretty 
garden, but to me, a lenely claild, living in it in dream- 
lancmost of my days, it-was 4 paradise, Uncle ifiward. 
was a fathouswardener andl always qllowgd me to help, 
and when he vfent to the village or cffirch, to which 
the garden gig was far thearearest way, | went to let 
him out, and olten*waitad in the snaily old atBour to 
let him in on his scturn, What strawberries#and podse- 
bqtries and apples, walimts, apricots and *gagos 
tipaned in thytt pasdefid” Such fruit comes nowmever 
to” my kya anywhere | What aclchight tomcarry the 
bask@t while Unele Udward cargfully chdse.the sunniest 
'apfi¢ots ait speckly greenfages, and how wasm and 
good they tasted vite the sunshjnc‘on them ; and the 
fun to seq hint blow the eagwigs oat of the seeds he 
10 
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pet under the fruits for traps! Mother has a story 
that once being migsed I wag found stretched at leigtha 
rin the steawherry bed that J might et the faster | 
Fruit was Sot in those dgys jealously guarded,for the 
“Bardener’s matket—we had the run of alj the gardens. 
Then the life indoors; the drawing-room upttaits 
with three windows with"leep seats—a good place to 
cusl up with a bogk or doll, «he great oupboard in 
the corner wheze untold treaSures of énothes’s lived, 
big enough tg hold both her andsme?inside, and where 
once Teremember boing shat up fof Punishment and 
kept as still as a mouse while a visitor came |" I learnt 
lessons with, mother, though I¢hink she, once tried a 
daily ,govetness, and I believe J was so"wtyqh, taught’by, 
everyone that*I was very forwatd for my age: cet- 
vow « a 

tainly I could zead sat thace years old, and read to 
myself long befoke we wont abroad, Which héppeped 
whem. I gvas six eats old and was the period of mys 
dilldhood. gRememiorances of thaf life ate necessarily 
vague aad mete picturess and te order of events not 
teliable | There were ‘maty visits to relations , to 
Lodswofth, where, lived matiter’s eldest sistét, Aunt 
Hollist, also my godmotifer, Her elést gitl Fanny 
was a year alder than T, bet being smal and silly and 
backward I held her in some contempt. Lodsworth 
was the nfdst country place T kriew, and*then eand 
sways the most beautiful*to,me, /taother time we 
Wort ‘lo Ashgroye at Sevenotks, «which the Haldi- 
mands h®4 forgone summer, about 1835, whete 
all the cousins and uncles and aunts were asseypbled— 
mostly bdys thene—Willi€, Charles, Jame’, Edtvard 
and Hatry, Uncle “William’s sont 5° Sophie and Carry 
Macnite, Sophy—Aunt,Lacy’s only child—avidow of 

11 
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Tom Prinsep, Aunt Emily was always dravting us, 
eand Chatles still has a sketch of Ashgtove drawing: 
. toom with alé the party present. These am with fe 

big dolf in one amand thé Qther tWined with Hatty’s, 

We were exactly the same age and inseparable, She’ 

also flecwr us, together, at tea in Cutnberland Strect-—~ 

two cups of millk-two plfttes of hread and buttet, 

T have that picttixe ; under it is witten, ‘ We two ate 

very alike’—aur special*idea, but it applied much more 

when we grew wp*as that time we were yery different, 

Many, too, ‘vele the ves at out littleeheuse,* I 
am sure mother and Uncle Ed. were a merry pair and 
very pépulay, Thera was Mrs. Wynny, who came 
evely often ‘fe her I had to stand on a stdol angl say 
hymns, and she ysed to make me wallf up and down 
the gravel walle in the gasden, meciing her at cach 
tong, ahd leat to cuttsey .as Tepassed, Miss Fanny 

-Aislebie and Miss Emily Jones (this tady was gheelder 

sister of Mr. Danberry aid Mra Beechgy) were” the 

other constant visitots, I had vow few playmates, 
and.loved my own soliwry. play and dreams better 
than ¢h@ir cofipany. ‘Wl chief were Yensieter Scott 
show Mts. Johnson—and the two Gfipins, daughtets 

Of William Gifpin of Palevedil and Chely’s Elospiral, 

The youngest died as degitl; the other maxefed, but 

T hevedost sightof her I was more alofe than was 

good for a child, for, tHough constantly with my 

moshet, a was Icftontitcly to gmuscy myself, Site was 

a metry ay hedy, and often out They efffertained, 

tog, ‘and I remember one F Seen patty, I suppose 

they’ must*have heen acting charades and* wanted a 

child aaa part of the cence, for Twas awaleened by the 

abpearande of mother, dressed in a*gentleman’s great 
12 
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cpat anel hat, and a gentleman, a certain Mt, Tutton 
whom I disliked. They pflled me out of bed and 
ecattied me downsttirs, When I got inte the drawing- 
toon amofigst the*compaf I struggled away gnd ran 
“up to bed again, leaving“much laughing,behind, On, 
my sixth birthday appeared with mych cergmany ‘a 
doll so large that it filled #real baby’s bassinette, which 
had been trimmed nd furnishgd by old Aunt Reeves, 
gtanny’s sister, who lived dt what lg, ney called 
Spencet® House—the mothet of Feank Reeves you 
kcfow a6 an old mang and whom you Rnow I love as 
the last now left who wa’ a companion of my father 
and who loved him devoteddy, aa all I ever heasd speak 
of hipe did,“ This same bassinette was, eogtowed stot, 
long after for the reception of Cecilia Fi Réeves’ first 
*biby |—to thy sotzqw—agd not offly this baby, but 
Frank and all sh} half Srothers and ststers hive, by 
turng oggupied my doll’s cradle. ‘ 
«ZO this time belongs the recollection of a great fright 
in the night, I slept in ascot oue of which I could not 
get without help, One night! was suddetily awakened 
by cries from, mother, and shere she wis, scftaming 
and feeling all fund the reom jn her nightdress, look- 
ing very drgadful to meeby the he of the old 
fashion€d,‘ nightshade ’—~a gigat cylinder pierced with 
latge/ holesp with a trushlight burning inside gnd, set 
upon the floor, She was dreaming she was in prisop, 
and oftt united cries soon brofight.the mjds fram ghe 
next Loom Pao Ns ‘. . 
In May 1ag7f being pix-and-a-half, came thé great 
event ef fry childhood, *We went abroad fore the 
summer with Uncft apd Aunt Haldimand, I had the 
chiclsen~pox at ane awkward moment, ‘and Z believe 
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the start from Belgrave Square was put off on rey 
account, No railway! Not even @ prosaic old coavh | 
But a start én two carriages frdm the ‘Ugor, with. 
Imperigls on the tap and $ézvants fn the shimble& and 
a coutier ongthead ina pig? The first cartiage was t 
charfot gor uncle and aunt alone; eher maid and the 
butler behind, The second ¥ big barouche containing 
mother awd the governess, Soplfie and Carty, and 
myself igsthg.ack seat! 1, being bodkin, was rather a 
fidget I datcsaysrbut, afterall, at six years old to sit 
uptight bodkih fh a carriage alk day longeamd every 
day was rathex trying—at least it would be thought so 
in the present day ; jut then some of the sigid rules 
of our {qrpfetfers as to the bringing up Of ohjldren 
still remained in. force, and they wefe neither cone 
sidered nor pitied, and T nmy alse say net pampered’as” 
‘they sow ate, find in some-whys wele’ much the better 
fot it. We slept at ‘Dover the fist Right, and the 
cattiages were put’on the deck of the stegmer to crqss 
the Channel the nex@ day, and weeslept at Galais, I 
caiyot remember the stages or much of the journey, 
thoug!? the thames of tranny toys remain eI fancy 
their faces Would look ‘familiar stfil—Bar-le-Duc, 
Saumur, Dijgn d othews Mother gartied Petes 
Parley’s Tales of the \-"aywue of the ‘Llector? and "rebus? 
to be Alrttic Neaw Lox my entertainment in the carriage, 
aad Mary's Grandurana antl ‘Che Smiss Family Robinson, 
ane the, girls did Jesstsis most of ihe time, At Paris 
T'fell illecaught cold tavellitg too sqon, afl detained 
then { week, 4 only remomlyr living in the entresol 
of the Hdtel Meurice oveflooking the gaitlens, and a 
big hot bath bréught in for ghe*by two men—my 
physic itathe pleasant Frengh formeof sirap. Then on 
14 
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again. Dijon and a place where, before mounting the 
Juta, the Rhone loses itself.’ Is it Macon, I wonder ?- 
sAnd thet “crossing the Jute—snow stl lying, and 
throwgh, tht snow the loyely purple crocus apd blue 

entian peeping out; and then, at a certain turn of the. 
toad I so well ronftmber, mother set me facieg—Such 
a sight—and said, ‘Whatdo you think that js?? I 
said, ‘'The sea’ But it was the Lake of Geneva, so 
lovely, to lie before my delighted eyes ali, thatasummer 
and to*Be so jmpressed of my memory that you, my 
deft chiddemust remember how I Ses@ted and looked 
for that same sight as we joutneyed by tail together 
ftom Berne in 1871, and how iteseemed jyst tlre same 
as ‘wg estedined out of the tunnel aBores Lausanrfe, 
‘Les Ormeaux;’ about three miles out of Geneva on 
the Lausannes side, swags Uncle Haldimand’s place, 
They had just built the Prosent house, ‘ind we fe fst 
livedain the little cottage lower'down, of which you, 
(Bessie) havey vety pgctty little sketch doné by grannie, 
“We? superintentled the papettng, and there were 
sundry cockatoos and flowers to be cut out, fos, in 
some way, pieging tig drawing*oom paper whfth was 
the ‘new’ Chititse patter. By and bye we moved 
in, OF the gew house tltme is a sketcly (by grannie), 
with mé seated in the foregaound in wide hat and 
pink frock.* We went over from the little thouses to 
Tlyon to see the launch of the first steamer on the 
Lake ;* from the, veranda Wel watched, throvgls a 
telescope Me prqparations all the morning. We weilt 
io the Matceis—that cglebrated old lady was, Uhcle 
Haldimand’ sister, I beli@ve, 1 signalised thyself” by 
being naughty on this pccasion, and? figst met,Matie 
de Ja Rive, one of Mts, Magcet’s grandchildreA, whom 
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I liked and met occasionally afterwards. I remember 
vety few days as distinguished from others of this 
summer; the test is vivid recollection of theegrounds, 
the gagden andthe view.""T spent*neatly &l_my* time 
out of doormwhile my coushis were at lessons under 
most tigid governess, and I was often sent into the 
vineyard with a péece of bfad to eat grapes, ‘There 
was a lovely terrace with a grout of great elm trees 
which geve pame to the house; the ‘Bas de Chevtes,’ 
which ran’ closetalgng ‘thevvincyard below Tt, and a 
latge old gréen® summes-house at the eid oloolfing 
towards Geneva, ‘There were little sound hoxse- 
chestnut trees, wherce tumbled hundzcds of cock- 
ahafers whenothey were shaken; great Gpider, webs 
where I watched the spiders build Rad catch their 
lies; itees on which grew lange pron pods whic 
@oppied ? on* squeczing, and” awo “pomegranate trees 
n tubs which excited mo first dy “their, beautiful 
lowers and’the gfeat wish I had to see ¢he fruit ripen 
~which did not hajfpen. ‘Then inathe kitchen garden 
vqfound tadishes andethg large-leaved salad’ goreel, 
‘ supBose We were néteallowed, to cat the finit, for I 
jon’t remember it. ‘There was a chfif called Victoria 
who sometimes played withas, child of the poxter at the 
odge, in a little tightecap, striped frock arfl some- 
isaese sithots; rand the grand delight-en magnified 
loll’s house, built under the trees—~two rooms, ene 
Lakitchen, practicabhindows and doors, att large, 
nough.for us to go into afd cook,and #pump out 
id@, 4 large edition of the sgrt childzen now have as 
dys. GF sometimes gofng. to see the ld ¢Macaires 
—Cagty and* Sophie's gaandgardhts—at Sierne (you 
‘now the old house), and Aunt Agnes Prinsep, widow 
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ofe Unclé George—at Veyrige, Of having my hait 
brushed and plaited,in leng tails by mother’s French 
inaid and? reading to her yy English story books, 
freely trapsfating as I reag, which was discoveged by 
ana, I having downstairs refused to talle. Then the 
vintage, of whith Pxemember only a leazy pietut® of 
the vat-house and the me treadin’k the grapes, In 
the autumn the Haldimands wept 2 tour intd Italy and 
took mana with them, leavigg me at Veyitt, much 
as it was with Jess furnituré and she*upper stotey far 
mofe pfintitive ahd*unfygmished, “In those days 
Cousin John was a small boy of five ot six and my 
playmate, I am not sute I liked him as ¢ playmate, 
but ‘Ayat Agnes petted me vegy much *ihdtgd, Her 
eldest son, Ggokge, was then alive, abput sixteen, and 
she had the cart pf thseg Awbert boys—George, older 
than George P,, Willian and Frederick ahd Eliza, Magi 
sistér (oy Mrs. Prendergast), aged, thirteen or four- 
teen, heayy ahd stugid over her books*and much 
scolded by aunt, € may as well*tell you hetg that a 
very few years after this Uncle George died suddealy 
of cholettin Calentta,and Gere Thoby and George 
Aubert came from Veyrier 1 be sent ouf~George Py 
to entet Palmes’s house, Ifis father’s buginess, They 
went out together, George P, lied of choleta like his 
father a mdfith after arrival, George Auber was 
sittck by lightning riding hdmg gom dinget and was 
killed, *William ang Pred, for Ehoortiat good Aufit 
Emily got"éadetspips, went to: India. alto, Fred { 
from his horse on parade and was killéd (as was hig 
tather yetrs before), Williaa wis frightfallf mauled 
by a tiger, lost one leg and Imrely devéd tlje other, and 
Jives—a wieck, Wheir llest brother, Heffry, -an 
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indiyo planter, was-killed'by a carriage accidént mote 
lately, which Eliza, too, nearly, lost hes life. ‘The 
eldest sistexs* Haxsiet, was, wife to my Untle James 
Prinsop (and mother of Elig, Mus. Wilsof),, She has 
‘escaped theeteagic fate of the family and died peac& 
fully, afid so, Ietrust, may Liliza, All these were called 
cousins in vittud’ of Hasfict’s ipattiage and being 
brought Wp by Mrs. @ P, Auntegnes married long 
after MM? Macaixe, father of Carty and Sophy—her 
brother-in-law I'* The said Aunt Agnes moved into 
winter apartments in Geneve’ btfore thes toubists 
teturned. I semember her coming to fetch me; and 
soon Aafter,I guppost wé started again. for England, 
Tt must dave been pretty late, for I well remethber 
that’ Paris was full of lovely things arid everyone was 
buying éiremes, but yet, Tethjnks wa het cither Christ 
fagot New Year’s Day in Antwerp. ,ator mama left 
the Haldimands at Paris, and we went by diligence to, 
Antwerp {0 stay with BatonaJohn de Hochepied 
Larpent, whose wife (alas Georpiana Reaves) was 
mether’s first cousin, 9 He was Consul-General at 
Antwerp, “We travelfod in theneaypé of thé diligence, 
and I rementber being aWakened from sleep in great’ 
alatn, ‘The great ‘vehiclepot off the Aavé and lost a 
wheel, but no mote of the journey do, I rémember, 
Ahtwerp was @ pleasant winter, I was M the school- 
zoom with,my couging tinder Miss ‘Taylor; Clarigsa, 
ffy €ofapanion, very little olor; Arthur (now'Baron), 
a |jtt}e young’r » and Louise (Mrs. {illetnftn), These 
were some béys and Geraldine (Mus. Rowlatt) in the 
nursery.” I Jearnt dancing and went to. the Gymnase 
with -them,, Tiley’ had a big ¢ocking-hosse in the 
diningtoom, and we. hadehyeakfest in the nursery. on, 
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potatoes’ and. amnilk | At Christmas. there was. great 
to-do with Santa Ve and childten’s parties—one a 
eal fancy dress ball, in which I figuited #s the wife. of 
Postillon, dé, Longuineauy There were severalypostil- 
lons in the room. We were taken severaletimes to the: 
theatre—one play, La Juive, making a pecat imprefsion - 
upon: ime, There were &so skatérs and the, pretty 
sleighs as novelties. ‘hen we atutned homt, but how — 
T cannot,tell, In this summeg, 1838, nest, Ittve beer 
that memorable visit to” Lodswortht then the old 
house, ‘thotigh thé néwv oge was commenced—when 
Vivian, their fourth boy, sickened and died of scatlet 
fever, just after the birth of the twins (I thjnk).* I was 
sent’ ig to Midhutst, to the care of old ’Miav and Miss 
Hollist, to bg out of the way. A qglightful: visit ‘in 
: that nice old hdugg¢ Jpethe gatden helping Anne Hollist 
pot flowers apg seeing the cook make’ btead DP gte 
kitchen, ad in the*wilight cuddled,in a cornet of het. 
sofa to. listenéto storits, I suppose I must have been . 
‘titesomg end spoile#l, and doubtle& everyone by: mama 
thought I; should be bettes at*school, and, it begapeto 
' be talked? df ; bytto sbis summit, too, must belong the 
‘tecollection of ‘all my boy*cousins, sons of William 
-Prinsep, being at school air, Greages’ {Ds. Greaves, 
father’ of Mrs, Octavius Ofmmanney and of the 
physician) af Richmond, and their cofhing to us fte- 
quéntly for the day and once’tg sieep, twa, of them ist 
the dinthg-toom. They layed With my dell! © Wile 
was too. old and get in the drawing-roorh, but Chagles 
would be the nutse and «wear anight-cap, and J ames 
the doct6s, And ctuglly * bled ’sthe doll of Mer bran | 
Edward and Harry Sens cooks, &nd a ice mess we 
anade &ltogether, 
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There was, ‘living at.Putney, the other Larpont 
family, George, afterwards Mz, George Larpent of 
Cockerell’s Thdia and China House, brothtr of the 
Antwerp Sir John. George married Charlotte Cra, 
*atoft, first. dousin to his. brother’s wife, both cousiris 
of my Motherr There was. one daughter, Anna, at 
Putney, then I. stippose jist grown up, From my 
earliest rdcollections Kadoted hes, following her and 
content sit ut her feef like a dog. ‘That likeness of 
me in a broogh Whieh you, Bessie, are éo inherit from 
granny, was done at their hotse’ when f Was very: 
small, \I-used often to be there this last year of my 
childhood, and she sit for her picture to re William 
Ross (B.,° 1794-1860, the .celebrated nfiaiature 
painter), and this, picture seemed to me quite’angelic, 

I was sent to school: @ thiak:el aval scarcely much 
fagtérthan ‘eight, fox it was biight waxm weathes, I 
‘remember imyselfin a little narrdw-striped red and’. 
white Belgian cotton frock, mafte abrodd, qnite plain 
and different to all the English cffildren, and.a grey 
silkenelisse with little bOwe all down the front and a 
small cape. J am sutetit was werypeetty, But then, 
very French, and picturé to yourself a poor small 
thing four ydars younger han any othes in the house, 
doll in atms, launchedinto a Londoti schoolrodim of 
twenty girls] “I.was sent to Miss Conffell, 4 York 
Gate, Regeat’s Park, betause cousin Anna had béen 
diferé, Sands because ‘one Georgie James, a° segond 
cousin of sixteen, was there at the tine, But Georgie 
togk 20 notice of me, she was silly and conceited, and 
her charity to me was to promote all the*btillying 
possible by announting me as # vixen and spoiled brat. 
‘There were one or two whordid Uully, and so cfd she,, 
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“attd none were inclined to gnterfete, so for the first. 
year I was yery misetable ; then Georgie and my chief 
petsecutot departed and twa daughters oF Sit ‘Thomas 

~MacMahen .came, one a young ‘as* myself,¢and. I 
became vety happy, I was a gteat pet With Madame’ 
Lotadoux, the French governess, bécause T could 
speak French, fluendly, which was rate even there, and 
being a bright child and obliged to come uf as nearly 
as possilje to the level of myseldets, I vent"dn apace 
and, should ‘doubtless have had ateal education had I 

“remained there, but ih’184o*my mother’ married Mr. 
Sarnuel Beechcroft, As far as I was concegned. it 
happened iq this wise, One day in spring mama catye 
to York Gate jn grandmama’s yellow chfsiot with 
Aunt Anes, «atid asked for me for.ene night. “How 
Aunt ‘Agnes ‘Thughed gghch inthe’ cgttiage gnama 
rather awkwandly said? ‘I‘have some news for Yam”: 

Isaid‘ @h | I.sappose I am to have a tgoth out oa 
‘something ’; ‘but the? news was,,‘ You ate going to 
have agéw papa,and my teply, ‘ That is nat good 
news at all,’ I was taken to Nosfolk Stree, whesaabfs. 
Beechetoft wagetp. diste, and 1 was takep up to him, 
‘and in silence, T suppose, teceived such greeting as he 
could myster,*for I am-suté he did motelike me then, 
if he éver dig afterwards. My'prophetic soul dictated 
‘my dislike af the prospect, and I setired somewhat 
sulkily, no doubt, to a distant oper and straf books? 
By and bye, when he cae and tried to nfake*friends 

and asked me tg write to him, T tudely answesed, 

‘No | gout symplel’ He coyld make nothing of me, 

In. thé’ thidsummez. holidays, 21st July, 1840, they 
weré'martied. “Lhated ftall; I.felf jealous, for;l'loved 

amy mbther intensely ‘and “thought she was all mine 
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and no onc else’s, Tcamedhome only a day or 80 hefdtte 
the wedding, and Fanny Tollist was. staying in the 
house. She slept with the maide and was to sleep 
with the after mama was poke, for I always slept with. 
‘mama. 'Thére was to be a strawhgrey feast for all the 
childzed’ of thd Mortlake sghools, to be held on our 
lawn, but, the breakfast was piven at grandmama’ $ 
house at Upper Sheen® ‘The deat ld church was in a 
state of repait “hey were, building “a new chancel 
gallery, Ms, Becckfroft was the arcléitect, and phat 
had been the matter Wlrich fad brought ® him to 
Mottlqke and Uncle ey house, So the coin- 
spunion table was putunder vhe west galletyand boards 
placed over the dirty xround for the, wedditfge party 
to stand upon, aed the sain came down i in torrents and 
half of us gok wet. I dof’t,terienlet the breakfast, 
tneiéed, I on Twas sent’ back’ to oumhouse and was 


‘oe there, -I do not remember that my, meth? even ° 


said goodbye to me, I went ‘Vith sofreone in the 
carriage, who came to fetch the cakes and stflybertics 
andyags ofnille fos the chifdren who had to,be feasted 
in granidmanja’s laundty 5 and eheasl romember a 
desolate wetafternoon with Fanny in the old house, 
and I was very 4 C1085, and when we Went to bed J 
would not have her company, but kicke| herout andl 
gent her ex ying ‘to the mad’s hed, Then Aunt Hollist . 
took, me back to Lodiwosth witl/them for the holidays, 
and ‘gtandinam, with whem Twas alyays great 
cranes, went too, and E slept ia the dressing-toom 
reat lite, Perhaps I fretted Gx was not ‘yell to begin 
with, but I sickengd ‘With the sere throat of scarlet - 
fever, and granny nursed te; but. I: remember 


nothina excent bad dreafne and steing graghy, ate. 
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ifteryals, always writing gt. a-table in that' pretty | 
tértace bedroom, and when T'was allowed to getup, 
looking out at thg haymajing in the fitld bélow the 
terrace with longings ty be amongst them, Then 
mama was sent for from Winchester, wltete they had 
gone for a honeymoon, and either Me Beecharoff was 
angty (which he yas) at the honefmoon being inter- 
‘rupted or Uncle Hollist was’ saide—which sometimes 
happengd—but they ‘quattelJed, and My. Béechcroft 
went off to sloep at the ‘ Angel ’ ot Midhurst, and came 
to fetclt nlama in’th? mosring in a*postchaise, and I 
was taken to. town ; such a wretched journey—bodkin’ 
between, them—he savage fad fhama teagful, And, the 
sandwiches pug into the carriage for Kiathegn proveds 
sta be made, of anchovy paste instggd of meat, and 
proved a freShe gonecg, of grievance. We -went to 
Notting \Hill, Squate® tO his mother find sist, for 
83 Cadogan Plac® was, I suppose, not ready. the 
were vety kidd, but fet T'was glad to be back dectsl 
T thing there wafan attangemdht to live with Uncle 
Edvwatd till the end of the yéat, for I know bgt to 
Sheen fora fey dis. in aatumn when Gtan papa: : 
Ommanney died, and found my moter. ill and un-, 
happy. qhd lying on the séfi—~a thing I Jlad never seen 
het.do, before. . The next sprittg J had a great pleasure. 
Ounce mote’someone drove up to York Gate ind asked 
for me-—not for a night bit a,week, This time at 
‘was my dear Uncle Edyatd in ifs pony’ cattle? veho 
said,’ There’s gews for you,’ and: thts time, to, my 
gteat ecstasy, he was <o matty my Clivinity,, cousin 
Anna Larpent. What'a mesty week we Rad! “Old 
Aunt-Jane Hawkes, grandmama’s ‘faaiden sister, was 
keeplgg house for him. She was an old body én whom 
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all the uncles played off tricks: when she sléjpt after 
edinner filling her open mouth with, spills, gr suddenly 
whirling her gound the rogm, chaix,and all! * ' 
Mose days we went up tg” Rochampton where the 
Larpents lived (in a house: you, know as Baton 
Hanfoxots), and when Aunt Jane and I stayed at 
home. we played “ beggat® my sgighbour’ all the 
evening, Gnce till midnight; ansl when she went 
vthere, th, Uncle Madwagd used to make the horse 
jump, and pretend tagupsct us into everg ditch, caused 
Aunt Jane to shefele with egeror fad°me with delight | 
The wedding took place next June, 1841, I think, and 
I was'a’supegnumerary bridesmaid with Clagissa (from 
-Aftewerp),and very happy. Thad not been hore that 
Easter to Cadogan Place, but at midsummer I found, 
I had no longer af room *e-mipos heganfe the nursery, 
iny aftit hig doll’s bed impourtded fog,a cradle for 
Master Frank ; and mother was vefy ill, forsshe had. 
been mismafiaged, and we had fo go th Ramsgate. 
She suffered greatly, fad was also 96 nervous; fearful 
and feartul and unlike hehappy, merry self, especially 
when 1, childlike, resefited corti angry passages of 
vhich Iwas tle subject, that it is not wonderful Tid 
not love my hhusce,or my stepfather, Maceover, after 
a year, Miss Caanells ache was considered too 
expansive; and at Michaelmas, 1841, I wa$ removed, ° 
causing me two nighgs of tears of regret. I was butt 
a few ays a& home, aud was Rackech off to Southamp- 
ton, my fist jotney alone, my first sight of ‘a railway 
bik doll and all—L went to face a new school quite 
a ri *, n : 
alone, . ‘I'rfie, dear old Wynny lived at Southatpton, 
and it was through fer recommendation I was sent 
there, bit Miss Glen, myrnew sthoolmistress“and 
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always "kind friend, was ngt loved as. deat old Miss 
Connell was: I was, however, happy-enough there. 
I learnt* little: or nothing, and, catried*my own. way 
vety mych, among my*yompaniohs? The very: first 
évening Miss Glen, who was an excéllent French 
‘woman, being herself half French, antl her governess 
Mile. Dupont, spake at tle teq-table in French of me, 
and presently weremnot a little arprised to find I could 
not only understand but speak, I nevets he%fd any of 
my schoolfellows speak French at 4H,,and,. naturally, 
I fook*tle head ‘of the classes in almost everything 
from the first’ Our dear. old ftiend’ Mrs, Wynne 
Smith with her two old setvartts, Barber,’ and Hertry, 
livedeat 15 Carlton Crescent, net far off? “Masy Julia’ de 
Veulle, ‘daughter of another of her off friends, had my 
‘been placed dt weal House though hy, t, 

‘we two spent gost of out monthly holidays a 
sometimes with the Misses Chambgrlain a aan o Sip 
Neville Chadiberlais®) ; - often. with the Misses Nicolls 
(daughters of SirJasper Nicoll§ in Rockstong Place; 
latet. with Miss Barbara, Bo$wprth—aftggwatds.ady 
Surtecs*“Mts., VW yane’s niece, Fat these houses I met 
many of the Van Rennan family, some of whom I met, 
in Indig in Inter yeats, afffl three arotffers Campbell, 
grandsons o -Lady MacLadiilan, one of whom I 
met again. * My schoolfellows—none®of them Bec&me 
friends after I left—Mary Jilig jedin giglhood ; - offe 
only, @ kind: of coanexign through tter hale-sistet Mtg, 
Genl, Omimatingy, I met in Calcutta aftérwatds eo Qehy 
Batwell (married Buchanan’s son: at’ Sheen), daughter 
of Chathpion Baryell, E.C.S». Nor need f say very 
much of my.school days. Afte*Mle, Dupgne left I 
thinl@ things must ‘have gone ill with poor Miss Glen, 
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Our numbers never increaged and sometimes dyindletl 
‘low. When I was fourteen we were in ill plight, hav- 
ing miscrable"teachers, utterly ignarant, and no out 
side masters; sO inuch sogthat [ knew my J'rench 
exercises wert wrongly corrected, gud one day when 
Miss Glen happtned to come in during: a French class, 
and sate as she often did, busy Ate her own table, I 
took my Gxercise from before tle teacher, as she 
finished eSrroating it, and placed it, without speaking, 
before Miss Gléj. eltom that time che took the 
French, but she could notdo evétything, ahd “having 
no masters, even for music, that was worse than Ul- 
tayght, “One of the fist of the many young teachers 
who came aid went was one Margargt Tarld p she 
stayed about a year, coming before Mile, Lupont left, 
Us, Pe was, very religious. sa pendeavoured to 
inflygice as*many of us as she’could,for good. It 
hecame the fashion,amongst a few SF us to busy our- 
selves on Sundays with ‘proving’ thé Catechism, 
church prayers, ctc,, by the Bible, 1 don’t igagine 
theragyas any.zeal henofit‘in this, bue it was better than 
idleness, and she did greatly influence me, It lasted 
after I left school; it lived brightly in my girlhood, 
and has flickefed cn but acer died throagh my busy 
days—and lives still, I tist. Sentiments in the course 
of feats must become opinions, and in the light of 
ofder years I see howayery’ generally youthful religion 
ig.dnly sentiment fad ‘enthusigsm, ‘Mature seligion is 
opityiog and often dogma, unless acted on by trials 
and troubles, In old age gomes the blendipg of both 
into a better and trucr creed than cither. . 

That midsummer,” 1844, [ rOpresented to mother 
hqw I was doing less than* nothing as to edugdtion, 
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And I Was beginning to fee] a desire to do betier in all 
ways, I gould hgtdly be much with my dear Aune 
Emily, as often gwas without feeling sétch a wish, and 
Tthinkel must have haQysome help from hery Notice 
“was given that I ghould leave at Chtistntas, ‘That was 
a cold autumn. J had such bad chilbtains that Pcould 
do nothing with,my h@ads. Miss Glen sqnt for a 
doctor, who woutd leather plasters of r¢d mercurial 
tound gach finger and sealed my hands &§ in bags 
de of white zag, not to be mpétey. Imagine the 
misery’; “how they &marte@ and butned! These bags 
had been on a fortnight when I was to go home, and 
I rebelled, at the fiat they should not be takén of, I 
coukd*not and would not ge in the’ tiaim,with sch 
things, so ditty! So they wete tgken off, and each 
poor finger Was one dong white blister! They were 
shrivelled skjn all that summet, and I think ewer 
recovered a nice nppearance at all, though I never hgd 
another chidblain of my hands, . : 
Thatwinter, Pbelicve, happfhed the grand finale to 
all children’s patties at Belgfaye Square. , Carolige was 
‘coming outy’ gndball the members of the family, even 
fo the old grandmama, Were to be gathered together, 
Alas [my poor mother tid to exquse herself, though 
her allotted shate of pretty tings was there and made 
over to mg for her, It was on ‘Twelfth Days it was 
made night at three o’clock’fgr dinner. Such a dinner ; 
ttecs on the table covayed with teal oranges growing 
(or not) ;. a pudding which flew up-to ‘the ceiling qvhen 
the cover.was taken off ; 2 pie, out of which jumped | 
a jack*in-the-box gvhen it was cut, Everything lovely,” . 
with jolly, noisy, metry Uncles’ Thoby and, William, 
and? -grandmama" carefalty enthroned at the head of 
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the table, and all the cousigs down to Atthus, then the 
youngest—twenty-cight ofus, All had lovely presents 
delivered to ushy Uncle Willjam in postman’g costume, 
All hadgmoney in ‘their progints—from {59 to the 
eldest, Willicg to fx to baby Arthus, Mine was £5, 
Only &Catry had no money, but a most splendid 
bracelet, At dinnck and ati supper the tables were 
quite covered? with lovely cases and hoxes of every 
device, fut of,bon-bons, gf which we were to fake all 
we liked | ‘Then: theye was a bran-pic fall of toys, a 
conjuros, 2 dwatf, ind J don’y knofv What all. © IA chose 
days childsen had not the surfeit of toys and presents 
they * have now, andt thi$ was to us, Q sort of 
Asthian Night’e‘entertaipment, and its memory lasted 
Jong. = “ : 
T must record here what kleagnad arly years later, 
that Aft Ualdfmand wished rheeat this dime to shate 
Catofine’s schoolroom and take thé benefiteof her 
masters, but tfianya did not dike it I had instructions 
from a lady, Miss Newton, who caméfor an heug and 
a hal{ twice a week, and* was to teach me Linglish, 
Frencfand Tflian, We wad a litéle of the two latter, 
ut German, Which I longed for, she could not teach 
me, and her agcon; was vay Iinglish ia the, other 
slanguages. I had to read up and epitomise a certain 
" quaritys of histowy, and answer a set of qifestions in 
allesoris of subjects. Wow 'f think of it ¢he could not 
havercoine mace thon ote a week, for I know T’often 
had to walk 16 Cumberland Street and Wimpole 
Streef, Where Gihndmama Onvaanney now. lived, to 
‘consult bodks for hunting tip answers to tHose” ques~ 
tions, and it took fne-days to de that. I had also a 
very good [music snisttess, Isug she ‘had so muclf to 
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gontend with she must haye been disgusted. I had 
been so vilely taught: she showed me for the first» 
time how e ptactjse and taught me scalés! But I was 
seldom gt home, and my lessons go drtegularg doubt 
ff T had a dozen in all.” All thy telations were very 
kind to me now, knowing I had muchwo contend with 
and no opportunigies at fome. YF paid visits, of two 
months at a time #0 Aunt Emily, to whorh I owe all 
tay draying and all my love of the begt tithgs, and 
almost all I know. What she vgs to all her nephews 
antl nitcés I theh Begang#o appreciate. I hope all 
repaid her with the love and gratitude I did, for she 
was a tate charactet to thost wht knew. _I wés ntuch, 
00, af Wimpole Street: therg I had taiflimited bodkss 
and much fyn, Granny Ommanneyjoved het novels, 
’and first plactd, qll, Walters Scott at my disposal, She 
tdok me to plays, and talked and chatted fot sever, 
She wogked, too? ceaselessly, and inspited me with 
lave of handy fingegs. Aunt Agnes was‘my chief and 
mettigs’ compantin, In summfr\t always had a long 
spell of my beloved Lodswérth, where I was free to 
come antl go,as I hilsed, andawWas often fp”and out at 
suntise, loving to get into those swéet woods and, 
listen to the noisy silefee—so qyquibitely sweet— 
alone. Fanny and I botanised, and we succeeded in 
getting up*a very fair Hortus Sicctts and ‘mastering 
the names and classes fairly*well, ‘ 

Bintlerton near Chichester Echetally followed Leds- 
worth, Mrs, Luttman Johnson, a/as Elizabeth Fooks, 
was very kind ahd hospitable to me. ‘The only atquite- 
ment P gained there, however, was to sc8re fof the 
boys’ cricket matcheseat Kingly Yale and make capital 
ginger becr] Then, thaewas a visit to Chew Magna, 
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where my loved Aunt Anna was mother of thee was 
agitls, and L.was much petted. : 

So passed Some three years in, which? I became. 
ptetty independant, being yerown much on myself, 
visiting at neany houses and often travelling along, 
and ¢rhea at heme walking alone or with only little 
Frankie,as my companion, (Dear mother and I were 
often in iréuble together, and sometimes when things 
became Wad Mg Beecheroft would take his carpet bag 
and go and stay with,his mother or elscyhere Lor two 
ot three days, whén I, withdelipfat, would fush aff'to 
the library and bring a novel to read out § cosily? in the 
evening"to mother, ¢  ' P 

Che second Maby wag, sickly, and died before T lef 
school. Lily wag delicate and very ctyfhg, and reared 
by hand with much Woubles [elep, Addvely little Lair 
piel, wldo died. “ "The last gitl, Niasy, seemed hardy, and 
yas a pretty, lively Jiule thing, but fi teething all her 
hair fell off Mr. Beecherott was saidgto have gn 
awful temper—spoilet hy his mothés, Nevar at any 
large or good school ; suing no society when young, 
but some hvhhting sets? fast and opt food srt; put 
al fifteen into an architect’s fice, Ue really had very 
ittle chance ; the qvas selfislf and arbiteagy 5 nascow- 
minded and preyudiced ag was natural, but the chiefest 
evile wes "a jealdusy that was nearly, if'nat quite, 
monomania. , Upon this sthject mostly his great out» 
bussts*oecued. Thier’ seen him hit litle Pika so 
hard the child*fell down—for notbing, Ife would 
comé ome irrftated, and tai}, rail dl the evening, 
untif mani sat in twars, ahd generally [ fighted my 
candle and went ( Ise. My r@om was what should 
have beech his dressing-roomy, yvith @second dooztinto 
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theit bédroom. It was a sinall back toom about ten 
feet squate, a goodish-sized bed in it reached pattlys 
-actoss tite’ window, to which thete was but a poor 
white blipd, His clothesyycte keptinghe goodghest of 
dtawers, and I had a certain litte ship’s set which had 
come from India with mama, and not all shat, for 
mine, and one shelf in a sallow wall cupboard, I had 
a good many possagsions, for many presents, especially 
books, game to me, and how I ever kept tifem all I 
cannot now ¢hink, for I was ngves allowed to leave 
anfthine tlownstdlts# It yeas a vefy Cold room and 
vety draughty, and, of course, I never had a fite. 
When I first came from sthoal I was compbsing 9 
matygHoud tale, for I was sfotytellegémeral thete,. 
and I had pgofnised to finish and write this down for 
my schoolfelldys, My, evqnings then, when I went off 
eatly, wete thus spent, fod in winter when too*colé I 
"used go go up to*the nutsery and sit with nutse over 
hgt supper and fire, and read her the chapters to hi 
the effecé of the style, The nov@l took a léng time to 
write and reached the thiqkness of two ot mote quites 
of foolscAp, apd was,still in elistence in“Simla amus- 
ing your father “and Uncle Will very mtich. Another, 
part of my .evening’s efeploymeng wis to tench a 
certain “Irish housemaid, Margaret Flitth, to read and 
write, Wé managed the treading yery well, lutethe 
writing was vety hard, [ke pgpr thingyfell into ih- 
health*after she left us gnd wis in, St. George’s Fhos- 
pital, whtze I went to see her, and she-said it was her 
greatest a ae thatyshe had leatnt*to read?™Also 
T had elas%es in the Sundi’y school, and ‘vas nfuch 
devoted to helping the clergyman’s*wife (of the new 
chureh, St. Saviowt’s) opan her first schoo},” Mama, 
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too, had a disirict, and though girls in those ditys wexe 
mot allowed to go about as they are now I visited a 
few of the people with hey, I dig my best to keep 
alive the teligioa Idarnt fron@ Miss [arle, Bug really I 
had no one avith whohi to exchange any ideas or to 
whom Ingave any youtbful confidences, so that even 
then I grew to live a secompl life within me alone— 
which hasevery neatly.all my lifeabeen my case—of 
later yeaty perhaps more than then, 7 

There were two yisits to Broadstaitg and one to 
Brighton duribg*my pirhpod tvith mama® and ffx, 
Beechetoft. During one of the visits to Broadstairs 
J, remeihber openly resenting one of his xude sayings 
cofmy. mosliero’ind addressed to me, Te Was thiting - 
dinner and I ie the table and went tg my Loom, 
where I remained, refusingpto jo, thgnt until he con”, 
sented’to apnlépise, which he dla next day, Tam suite 
he fever intended, to he so disagfeeable, gnda even 
odious, as Ke was. But he neger putgthe smallost 
restraint upon himselPor troubled bimself tosconsider 
others, “I'he thing I hated, most was that he never 
lost an oppOrtunity of abusinggall “Indian® people, 
things, ane! alP that could Wear releretice to my fathex, 
of whose mentory,he had adantic harted, [his some- 
times aggravated me ¢o impertinence, for* which, 
howewer,"I geally |elieve he liked me thé better, A. 
yéelding, undecided, gharatterless woman, such as my 
methéryswoet and brat and, loving thoygh sfe was, 
was quite unfit far him. Ue frightened away all her 
fun hd brigiftness, and wandered that she was 
nérvous find hysterical, “and weetchedlf uhhappy. 
When | first, sefurted from visiting I was usually 
welcomé for a week, or soy lyut often I felt miserably 
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de trop, Aad most so when at,Broadstairs ot elsewhere, 
as they wandered ayay alone, she reading to him and 
devoting *hgrself qntitely 4q him. I, ndt cating for 
nurse and babies, and kn@wing pot asoul, way mote 
atone than ever, ang came to the sad conctusion in my 
mind that my worshipped mother cated notling for 
me now, but would athe} that I Was anywhege than 
with her ; which, im one sense,avas truly the gase, for 
no doubg my presence was the cause of mafy of her 
wotties and sacenes ‘although I,tatight Frankie and 
did‘whae ['tould té hetp wiwethe babies and poor Lily, 
who fell lame at Dorking, where they went one-yeat 
dusing my visits to Lodsworth*and Bindeztosi. M 

tetutn, to them was a good illystration ef thg state of 
things above,described, I had to get from Chichester 
fo Guildford By gaile 1 forget how | but mama had 
written to arrange to mbet-me there in their catrjade 
whichehgy had,wifh them. I arriveg duly at my poing 
ofyendezvoug in thegmiddle of the day—ho sign of a 
face I kwew or iessenger of fhy sort for me! I 
waited long and got vey Muggy, There was no 
buffet theA at the syiion andeno shop near at hand, 
Moteover, I enquired how’ I could get to Dorking. 
There wis’aheomnibus at Seven in tke e¥ening which 
would cost eighteen pence, the’sum of a Epossessed ! 
Thad to waifall that time and then jolt*in the primitive 
conveyance, I suppose for to haits, for jt was quite 
dark; Sad I,shall never, forget ‘my desolate fedlings, 
when I w%s set down in the street in front of the inn, 
knowing nothing of whete to seek my belongihgs, 
Howevet, piesently I saw two dark figure$ peering 
about, which ptoved t@ be Mr. Betclferoft and mama, 
J thought her excuse for,net meeting or sealing me 
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word rather futile, bur by the light of later exporiene 
"Lean easily i imagine she could not help it, [eve it was, 
that from sdime accidentah hust the poos Iitde twor 
yeat-oht Lily hozan to,compihin of lamenesspresulting 
‘in a tertiblé state of things: exfoliation af the bon, 
deep sotes, and a wooden leg for ay twelve years 
of herrife, r 
I should say now something of my Prinsep cousins, 
who were new growing into.men. Willie, the eldest, 
was in the Congylate at ‘Tangiers undes"Sir John Hay 
(a nephew of my Grartémotlitr Prinsep). * Chatles 
went to India to his fathes, hoping for a place io 
ePalinet’s Tlouse ; bat Uncle William had boon, too 
' precipita, tiey would have none of C, C.Biaso he 
came back, and-was wrecked in the Great Liverpoo}— 
one of the first preat P, &eQ, vessclaeofl the coast of 
Portugal. No lives lost, but J Velioye ,hey were rather 
oughly treated by the wreckers’ on the scoast, Is 
remember Charles’ arrival. T wis ataylitg au. Cumlees 
Jand Street when old ‘Taylor, the Foorman,osuddenly 
ushered him in, clad-ih nendeseripe garments and a 
Tex cap! No employment wasste be found for a long 
time, Willie came home, (oo, and got a very good 
post at the Cirere Wester Railway, aud by and bye 
Charles was Tain to lake a platform inspectos’s place 
fot atime, and at last got into the Indif House, In 
‘the meantime he was a food deal unhinged antl idle, 
aid “phyed many planks ; «one was—dxessed in his’ 
mother’ $ clothes while she was out gne day—he went 
to Lyde. Park Gardens and presented himself to Aunt 
Sarah (Mrs. ‘I hoby Puinsep) as candidate “for"a gover- 
ness’ place, and shé talked to Bim a long time without 
findingshim out. He said he waS rather watched by, 
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ae polictman while walking home! Aunt Emily 
wanted me to ‘talk’ to him and see if I could influence 
shim! Of couse I, never did. Then Jathes was to go 
out in tha Civil Setvice ; he had always been my heto ; 
ht was very goodooking ; always kind®and patient. 
He was a great favourite at Eton and gained Isuréls at 
Haileybuty, and wen he #vas preparing to go # India 
I wished greatly towmake him asprcsent, and I,secretly 
bought him a black satin waistcoat with®s lovely 
flower pattermeof forget-me-nols on it, and worked it 
aftét I Rad gone tp fo bed*at night, and getting up 
very catly, No one knew it except mama. When it 
was finished I had not the face 1 send it ppenly, soe 
packed “it up ayd got up vety early on® inéiping and 
walked (along, thind you) all actoyethe Park from 
adogan Place’ tn, 36eCginiwidge Square, where Uncle 
William lived, and le& 1 at the door, Of courge T 
never hegtd of it Again, and yeats after I asked deag 
old Jem abowt it, He was such.a pet among young 
ladies jt avas supjfosed to be a Sentimental gift, but 
certes not from an insignifiganf litle cousin! The next 
“year Edweétd follgwesls also in ehe Civil Service, having 
much more distinguished himself, Iwork€d hima black 
satin caxd-case, atid presented it faitky aid honestly. 
I feat my memory is rathe? treachetous as to the 
sequence of fill these things for I canndt remember the 
year of these cousin recollections gbut T think it must 
‘have béen ahout the autumn of 1847 whén Bdwafd, 
left, and have omitted 1846, in which*year coyainly 
came from Switzerland tay aunt, Mrs, George Prinseg, 
with het only remajning son Johnnie—the hoy who 
had been my playmaté long ago’ We,revived our 
-tecolléctions and sittuck yp*a close friendshig, for hg 
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did not get on with the others, being altogethef Freneh 
and never haying been 10 school, [Te was very delicate 
and had weal cygs, and,was taught almost entitely 
orally By Uncle*Macajre, on of the Genevege savants 
“whose platofiic: friendship with his yrother was then the 
subject “ol sonfic amusement and also animedversion 
in the damily, He married fier some years alter, both 
being rather ancient | We kept upithe correspondence 
till T wrote iat 1 was engaged to be matrigd, when 
T heard no mote Of Piin Cl 1868, when wate to jim 
from Dresden and learnt hissteangehistory fronthimbelf, 

Tt was in’ 746 also, and on Whit Sunday, at Lods- 
Avorth ‘by Aunt Hollié’s special wish, T wag confirmed, 
Twas thete atlong time that year to prepare Tou ‘that 
event undex Mw Ceopold Clarke (second cousin, o 
‘father’s—his mother was Miss Geoher), then hewly 
come there and rather a distike of, mine, tho’ he 
avas quite young-and in many ways kind and nices 
I thought him revoltingly ugly, Llowever, he cen- 
stantlyelent me his horse to tide, wfiich was quiet, and 
T’'d go all ower the conntty alone, Tt also had a most 
fearful cough, which befay at hie si] god nedt strangled 
him before it got out of his mouth | [Je came yp to 
the House tospaepare | mé, formidable to mg, and to 
him ton doubtless, for Aunt Mollist sat there in tigid 
propfiety « and I dared hardly utter a word, His sailor 
brother Tem wasmataying with him, and he *some+ 
etimes ent’ me his pony, aespirity, jolly thihg, and 
somerimes rode with me and really taught ine to tide, 
He was very merry and ice Fle committed suicide 
the year after; ] never heard why, 

‘ThoBishap of Chichester ald Mes. Gilbert wexe to 
aay at*odsworth fora leW «lays for the Confinsation,, 
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ahd you may guess the s@lemn jubilance of Uncle 
Flollist on the occasion and the magnificent parade of 
“all the houge and village. sJow glad Farfhy and I were 
to get aay to the scliolrogm behind the,passage 
doors! The day My Lord’ was to attive Captain 
Clarke had lent me his"pony, and I hat been away for 
a long tide alongs Just As turned into view of the 
house from the Bdge I saw’ a cantiage ‘bgfore me 
evidently containing the visitors, so I lecpt, a®respectful 
disgance, devttitly hoping to escape hotjcc. ‘There was 
then agate at the corner of the big field and the old 
farmhouse, and this gate I had to open, a feat which 
Unele Hollist had carcfully taught me,to perform, byt 
the pony was aot so accustomed to thit pidgeeding as# 
wete the cueate’s and uncle’s countyy hotses, and- was 
Hot so quiet, @Weeor theough, but ipy skirt caught 
in the latch as ghe,posty jurhped on, and was more, than 
half fene right away! What a predicament in which 
4 ° +e 

tO appear before sugh awful guests! I sneaked into 
the yard and welit in the back way, but alag! I was 
asked in the evening if I had not ridden jn on a pony 
behind the cattjagole , # 

The bishop had’ ning daughters, thd the eldest, 
Maty,,came ‘with him, Sle was twenty*thtee, and we 
Were rathoy alarmed as we fd been told shie was so 
learned that at Cambridge she could’ beat the® Senior 
Wrahgler,’. and she was Slightdy gtey salveady—bit 

_ She ptoyed just chatming—taok me captivetat oficg, 
The Confirmatipn was next day, andy as usugl, after 
excitement, I had a teetible headache. Aunt Polfist ; 
laid-mé tenderly qn her own bed when we'came back 
from chutch, and I* tecovered" for gvening, for I 
remember my pride taat Mary Gilbert were some 
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lilies of the valley I had gathered for her in hor hate 
and fastened some into mine for dinner, Next morn- 
ing at breakfast when uncle was panderougly settling’ 
the day‘s amusements for eyuyone—the -bighop was 
ta tide with"him to sce Lavingtony and himself prod 
posed tfat I sKould go toa, and to Unele Tollist’s 
joke that I rode too hard wh the maval captain, said, 
‘Miss Reinsep shall gt with me,*she won't side @ 
Hontrance Witnthe old bishop’; so T rode the parson’s 
horse, and the cajfiain came 100, and aft? duly riding 
beside my lord all the wy there, when we got into 
the park uncle came to the front to act cicerone, and 
tag captain and [ hada gallop, 1 don’t, think: we 
‘found the Othdbs‘again antil we were near home and 
the dear old isha was so jolly. ‘there was a dinnet. 
patty af course, Tt was fhe adie avhen bread was 
very,dlear and there were propostls (or the households 
tq, do without flous for any purpose save bread, and 
uncle had bragged mych at breakéast thatthe had sudh 
a tule I know we had our jolly sthoolroosmn sakes, 
anyhow |). ,At dinnes there was a roast and same 
Sussex pudding, the inevitable, kamdad avith it. Says 
the bishop, scrutinising the dish, ‘What is thig?? 
‘Sussex puddiggp my lof? Then, aloud, ‘Ah! 
Mz. Lolligt’ oan was atthe end of the table), ‘of what 
is Susgex puddifig made?? ‘Tlour and water, my 
Ind,’ says Mr, Tfollfst gravely. 1 doubt or afintie 
hodtd ‘sdmething about it! 

They lett the'third day, and to aunts great astonish- 
meat and, T think, a wee twinge of jealousy, as Fanny 
had never’becn so honoured, T was.carried with ‘them 
for a thgee days’ visit at the pfilace, and how I did 
enjoy it lad was all that sumfer, I ufink, at dear Gods 
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worth, “and at Binderton for the Goodwood Races, 
Binderton was a tumble-down, metty old house neat 
*Chichestts t belongjn to Nz, Luttman Johnson, whose 
wife (Llig&, eldest Miss fps) wa§ a,cousin, yule was 
deaf, and there wore always plenty of yosing énes and 
visitors in the house. Now it was fuhl, my deatlitile 
Aunt Agnes being one, ad two ér three gentlemen ; 
one, the afterwards celebrated.Mr. Wagne?, yho was 
young gnd fat and wore trousers ue gnorntous plaid, 
very tight. : 
Yn the*Grand ‘Stéhd I md my fast experience of 
betting for gloves with one of the gentlemen, and, 
naturally, winning | Then there was a great gstonis)- 
ménf, tad “horror of Eliza Jopnson, AusitwAgnes and, 
Aunt Hollist*at being accosted by Albett Larpent 
(son of Sit Gepgageol Raphamptof, brother of Aunt 
Autiol), just 1 retutned Srom India undér a clo’d—she 
LatpentCockérell House having failed, and he’ sup- 
posed to begthe cause. They had*to be #nvited, hotv- 
évet, as soon & the tace patty dispersed, and he 
seemed to be entitely pnebnscious of any’ trouble 
affecting himself. But I went to the fice ball—my 
vety fitst balland was ndt out! I rermember dancin 
enough ¢ and. enjoying itpreatly, and most, pethaps, 
driving home by daylight and watcifing the sunrise 
_ before we®went to bed, with Auntie, I wWasea great 
dealwwith her ihat yeat, beth ig Wimpole Street aad 
elsewNere, indeed scatgely a all at home, for Aunt 
Emily liked" to have me as much as she could: know- 
ing how little “education I was gettifig she thale up 
for it as much as she could’ She and Auntdlaldimmfnd' 
were at this time°iuch exercised in theit minds that 
T heel so little allowed meefor dress. ‘This wa’ the first 
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year I was alldwed as much as £30 in consifleration 
of many travelling expenses, but, it was very short 
allowance, afid they desizgl me tp ask mf mother 
about if, When] did suri courage enough to do 
80; she “epliacd that thé rest “of my money (had £100 
a‘year pension}, was but small counterbalance for my 
keep and other expenses, elf my,relations had not 
been generous and kind in payingeeverything for me 
and givitts me, presents T should never havg had all 
the pleasuré 1 had, Jt was a very free dife for a girl, 
and not very ‘godd in neqny wayss but inne “me 
self-reliant and made me think for myself. 
Larly in 1848 mother went to Brighton for the sake 
nof poor liméTdiy’s leg,,which was in a sad’stat, We 
lodged at what was then nearly the Has, Und. One 
day the doctor (ufhed rout to whergl*was sitting dn 
tlre batkgroustl, and said, § this daughtet of yours, 
Mzs/“Beecherofi, needs my care as tuch as apyane in 
the house,’ and ordered me port eff quining and siding | 
I had never heen aflowed to touth beer or, wine 
hitherto? I was accordifigly mounted from Roberts, 
the riding-mfister’s staliles and ong morning Mr, Beech- . 
croft and 1, with linle-Lrarie on a white pony witlt 4, 
“Jeading rein, sartgd for theDowns, We ended with 
a catastiophe * Ms, Beecheroft got olf his horse— 
sick, of it} 1 supyrose, for he was a good fder—leav- 
ing the boy to me wither the rein, Presently, off 
went the pony and, olf Gent tke boy | and the animal, 
with a grand dloprish, started for home, ify horse 
afte@him, PreSendy I managed to pull up, but the 
boy-had to walk home, and Als, Beecheroftdid‘not go 
out again, 1 hada side or tworwlth the master, but 
that was expehsive work, and I daresay I should not 
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have hatl much more but ghat his brother, Robert 
Beechctoft, came down to stay, and he sent for his 
horse and ye rodegqgethes,,and wete left a good deal 
to each omher’s company. $As usual mother’s time was 
taken up with the children and aihusing Mr. 
Beechcrofit. Robert Beechctoft had, before this,*laid 
a bet with me thay he w8uld be fhattied befpre the 
year was out—a bet he nobly paid with a Ves band- 
-some god watch the following Christmas ; *the same 
I now wea. » ote 
® ” M5: , 

» Font Brighton to Lodswérth and Bindeiton again, 
and in the autumn came the maztiage of my cousin 
Caroline Macaite to Mz. Mé@can—an_ astotuading, 
annoyptement,, for he was her fathews’ Aiend afd: 
ooked as old, and was certainly fifty |, He had served 
Ris twenty-five yeatsein the Indian Civil Setvice, and 
then inherited from Ieis*uncle a property. in Treland. 
The wedding was Quiet, and took place from Belgtave 
Sqware at thenEaton {quare chuich. I wa’ bridesmaid 
with Ei AubertYnow Mts. Prchdergast) and Sophie 
(daughter of Tom Prinseg aifd Aunt Lucy ; became 
Nun of tlfe Sageg Cope, and alied), the cousin next in 
qgé to Caroline. ‘The best man was offe Col. Chtis- , 
topher Oldfield, who was,"tn my cyas, g°heto, having 
just returned from India wowlhded and C.B, After 
the wedding I accompanied Aunt Hatdimand t¢ Gat- 
lands® She,had taken the ofd Dyke of York’s hous8 
for the*wintey, and I spgnt it With shem in Caxdlin’’s 
place, What a pleasure it was to me to be ina big 
house with everything going easily and in otdef, With 
no fuss ‘or trouble y a fire in my room and fiberty to 
spend time as I woul. Aunt Haldimgnd had been 

.taken*with a kind of patalysis some time befote this, 
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and was unable to take ghe management of thingseas 
formerly of to wait on Uncle, Haldimand’s daily 
amusements’as she had doae all hee life, anc they hack 
therefore, a Inely commpanigh, Miss Lewis,awho was 
- chaperon t# Caroline and kept hoyse, She was a fire. 
Jooking women... { did not care about her much, 
‘Uncle Macaite algo went “ith ug. and my. entertain 
ments were peaceful enough; plenty of books ;. and 
I spent faany happy hours trying to copy some of the 
curious old gilé in ywatercolours-—a Sybil and an old 
family portrait by Sir }« Reytiolds, UntletMataire 
would often read Molidze to me and Miss Lewis 
qa.tate’ treat, for he Was a splendid reader. Still, the 
life was,very suict fon young girl, qnd you*yill not 
be astonished tg hear that. somerimgs stole Unel 
~ Macajre’s velyet skull capsirom bis kgadl and made hit 
‘unt me tound the tables ied chaizs, just for the 
sake of a little fyn. We had other members of the 
family, however, by turns: Unelfs Willian and ‘Lhaby, 
with Mrs. ‘Thoby (Aunt Sara) and", i, Wats (later 
the celebrated painters), whe was then living with them 
at Little Holland Housce 1 distikegl himuch, And so 
till the begining of Vebriary 1849, when they tatked 
of a return tp town, and ol me to Cadogan Place ; 
but mother wrote that the children had whooping- 
cough, and she"could not have me, Aunt Haldimand 
atid for aamonth ¢ must zo samewhere—but then 
Twas to return to lict at Kalgrave Square, thd—oh, 
delight ~she would. give me drawing-mflsters, and 
classes, German and Fournday’s Tectures—all my 
heart's desire | ‘ er mee 
Meantime, Gfinfmama. Ontmanney, who ‘had: ml- 
yated go 30 Mars}borouglh Buihlings, Bath,*asked, 
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mé fora month, and said she would give me a sub- 
Scription to the ‘Byead and Butter’ Balls.and others 
for the season, whieh, Wwasyto,open with the Master of 
the Cerem®nies’ Ball on ragh, We drove up tq*town; 
anid I went ftom Belgrave"Squate, and sol embarked 
on my first sea8on as a ‘come aut? young lady, and 
went to meet my fare | ; if 
My Aunt Agnes Was away from home, but f y poor 
paralysed, uncle. Walter Ommanney (Madras Cavalry) 
and his wife lived with granny; aod she was to be my 
-chaptrof. "Now ‘she hadt* been in Calcutta the 
fascinating Miss Moston, and I. might tell you a 
curious story of the way Uncle*Walteg, had matrieds 
her; Jae was the fastest. man ofhis day twhitch is say- 
Sg.a good deal) and vety handsome, end as all ladies 
in India are accustomed 40 Much attention and, if they 
please, adulatiog, itis aot strange she should not have 
been exrotly a good chapetone for a girl newly fledged ; 
forthough I Imd beengtimbled abgut the wotlda good 
deal, asd*was in many ways independent and gld for 
iny yeats, I was still, one of th simplest, of gitls in 
matters of flirayjone and .yorfsense, in which many 
gtaduate so early. wl ey 
Well |, went down to Buth on thes 34h, my greatest 
and first pleasute, to meet Clatissa Larpent, daughter 
of Baton John. We had made a closé alliance ft the 
time of Uncle Edward’s matfiage wind again when we 
both pald.a long visit awChew Magna, ‘Fhe tecorfd, 
day at’gtanny’s there came-an old lady,to call,.4, Mrs. 
Becher, whq said she had come on purpose to see The. . 
I was ‘ the daughtey of Augustus Prinsep whom she’ 
had deatly loved,’ as well as my wheles, his brothers, 
So sht insisted on* taking me then and thew to bé- 
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introduced to old Mrs.elmpey (aunt to Mss. ‘Uhoby 
Prinsep and also cousin of Bechess) and others of her 
particular frends: and (hip she said theye was to be 
a conéprt nextday to whigh she wished. 1@ take me, 
Iwas to pel a ticket and deliver itno ‘her son,’ wham 
I shoukl meet the ball that same evening, * Captain 
Andgeay Bechet,’ said AXnt Marianne—! Of course 
he willebe there” 4 e 
Now there lived in Lansdowne Crescent an qunt of my 
two aunts, Mes, William and Mus, ‘Ton? Prinsep (who 
were, as you know, sisters——Misses Campbéll), ‘Mts, 
Wintle, a very old lady, very sweet, pretty and blind— 
smother of an, imméase family; her yeungest, and 
only sinafe daughter, Marrle, and [were oot Giends, 
though she was,much the older; angeher younges+ 
son, Alfred, avas at home*franPdnedéa on leave, with 
his ,nice little wife and two ¢hildegn, baby just born ; 
go Alfted amused, himself at the balls, lookéag like a 
young boy and very unlike a ynattiedeman, Hae it 
not been for these good-natured Greatures® Teshould 
have been fairly losteit the hall-rooms {rom the first, 
fox Andrew Becher was carrying on a great flirtation 
» with Mrs, Walter, and T never saw her at all fromthe 
moment of éyicsing the fooms, ‘True, therg. was she: 
Baronegs, but she wefit seldom and left carly; but 
Cittrié took mé by the hand, and Alfred took care 1 
Should know Ciewergl * Gervois, a thorough ‘old 
eebntlefnan; an ideal Af the jeosition he eld a8 Master 
ofthe Cerem@nics. So, very carly jn the evening of 
thi$ momentous Valenting’s Way, 1849, I yas standing 
with Cafrie—she talking volubly,to a gentleman of 
two—when ,T rethembered Iny promise to Mrs. 
Rechet,eand said, “I haveea ticket for the oncert 
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tosmortdw which Mts, Becher told me’to give to her 
son, but I do not seg him? ‘Oh! give it to this one— 
he'll do,’ “says Catylo ; 3 and I saw a fais man, tather 
teddish whiskers and halt, “and I ‘kngw Ms, Becher 
was dasls,"s 'so I said, ‘ Yowate tot Mr, Becher”; ; and 
he said, ‘No, but Iam Captain Beches’ I gaveshith 
the ticket, and presently Ig asked the to dance; and 
this was my first meeting with your father my dear 
children, For the concert next day Agdtew came to 
fetch me, butyat the door of the concert toom, Sep, 
alrely Seated witlthidmother, cate pushing out, took 
me in and placed me between himself and his mother. 

There were balls nearly everynight, I did not make 
mary dunchg Acquaintances ; I will dalf rell yoy of 
two. Willige’ Campbell, an old gequaintance at 
Southampton," andaon tqypne of Wynay’s ‘ 8 ctonies,’ 
Lady Maclaehla lan, ang “whom I had met vagairt sinee 
schoollays when Sn a visit to Wynny, He was tery 
like my ¢ idea}? cousim James Prinseb in fave and ways. 
I liked him very Youth, and he, vith Captain Becher, 
weto my most constant paints ; but he was’not so 
rogulatly he evory bglh His people lived Yn Bath ; he 
was about to enter the Chitch, and had some peivatd 

tune, He insisted on binging hig sister tome, and 
fi do not think I am tidiculously vain JA looking back, 
and saying*had not Sep Bechet, beiimz an oltles ran, 
understanding very well what hejwas about, taken the 
lead, I? very, likely shogld hve, heen Mes. (Ailliam 
Campbelf, a clesgyman’s wife—a destiny I had alway$ 
wished fot, T ehquited about him whtn I canft {om 
India it vy He had not” martied, but Iehave «fot 
heard of him sitice, 

My other partwer, byt only now atid then, for I 
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detested him, was a certain Mr. or, as he called himself, 
Captaid Packe, a Criend of Alfred Wintle, To escape 
him I often ‘rather appealhta Captain Becher, Murs 
Becher said hey mother“inslaw (therefore his grand- 
mother} hal, as a Widow! married Charles Auziol, 
brothexto my grandmother, so we wete called cousins ; 
and I having scafecly eve a chaperone at hand he 
found jt‘casy enough to dtift ito the intimacy he 
intendeck Many nights we walked home in the bright 
moonlight withthe wo brothers, and they often joined 
us in the Park int the aftocroons\—ahways pfirmg 6t— 
Andtew with Mrs, Waltez—Sep with me. At one of 
the balls, when Mt. Pecke came to ask fora dance, I said 
Lb . fos noe 
(was noterGing to dance that dance, [He éaidf wish 
Thad a cousin who would sit out the dayces with MG, ye 
"There came a Very goodwompany, gfamateus actos 
(0 Bath, Captain de Bath’s xp, with two actresses 
—Wirs, Nesbitt being’ one. ‘They ‘pave Rickelion and 
the Captaiit of the Guard one night whan Cassie and 
her brother asked nfe to go with Mem as they, had a 
box, f went, and was ‘very vexed afterwards to find 
that the boX was Mr. Pecke’s, ql,should ceftainly not 
have accepted his invitatidn, but the play was extel- 
lent. ‘Phe Bechgs were th the parterra but did not 
come sound, © was prassed to go back to supper and 
dic,se, fhuch against my own wish; and, indeed, it 
was not pleasant, fox Alfted vanished to gee hie wife, 
ana alex supper Casi preigndedsPackp coud mes. 
mexise her, [fe tried various passes, and off’she went 
int& a*zeal or feigned coma, gad he fiad not the least 
idea howoto get her round again, I was tharikful to 
see Alfied reapptarf and again provoked at having to 
tetusn hoype in the carriage with Captain Packer 
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€lariss& was rather the victim of attentions from a 
cousin, Acland James (son of the bishop with whom 
granny weht to Indig,, and arianne, a Retves, distant 
cousin of gfanny), who was’ sta ing a¢ the Larpents’ 
hotise. He was a very vingleasaiit young man, “sallow 
and spotty. I disliked him greatly, andemade Glartssa 
promise me she would nog matry Him—but she did, 
a year after. I felt mre it was iatended—a std end it 
was; he pecame paralysed before long,and $he died 
in a very fewsyeats, happily leaying ng child, He, 
how®vei® still Lives, ahd hast matried again, I met 
him once lately, and disliked him as much as evet. 

One day Carrie Wintle asked te to luncheon 4s she 
often dit, ald J went and mej the bifetifexs, Beche?’ 
sthis i is one of ny litle reminiscences |), Cartie was a 
fditly good musigianye and @fter luncheon she played 
and sang for sotpe times; mong other things she sang 
a songapepular then—forgotten now—called Jeaferte 
and, Jeanotte, and ted a vety {good Windustanee 
- version, written by*Scp Becher, “Then we all started 
for a walk: as we turned out’ of the door alofg the 
Crescent (Lansdawng), I began ‘again hufiming the 
béginning of the tune, ‘ You are going far away-—far 
away from poot Jetnette “e-without,thitking, ‘Go 
on,’ sald Sep, who was, as ustal, walking with me. 
‘Why won’fyou say, “ but my heatt sill still bowéth, 
you.” * Well! I could nottdo phat quitg, but just* 
then thete weye tidings of the Panjab and the siege of 
Mooltan, %t which they had twe brothers present—" 
Arthur and John*-and they wete expecting ord®rstto 
tejoin their tegiments any day, and he then tolel me sd. 

Either that or some ther day about that date, as I 
passed? from the deawing-room after they shad left, 
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having brought me home, I heard granny saf to Aunt 
Marlanne, ‘ET hape Atigusta won't get fond of that 
Captain Becher, hecause Vary cerlqinly. will ‘be ordered 
out seon,’ ‘These two things a little opefiad my eyes, 
but I was still simpletnougth, as you will pfesently see, 
* Dis. Walter Ommanncy tried to get up a little 
drawigg-room ply. ‘The game [gltopether forget or 
what the‘parts were. J was to be uhe young lady of the 
piece, afid at first it was cast for Sep to be the lover, 
but as no ong elac was cqual to the best comic part it 
was altered and Andrew was thelover. Ldvie Gervois 
had also a part. ‘This settled, we were beginning to 
can the parts and strange rehearsals, when suddenly 
“Aunt Hotlift danouncgd that she and Landy were com- 
thg to sce grangy, and one afternoon whgn we retuned, 
from our walk there they gvereeg! taf up to the betl- 
foom where aunt was to welcome her, and, as it was 
in the front of the house, f found hes eanin gle out of 
the window, I asked, ‘What are yqu looking at, 
auntie?’ ‘Oh! I dbly wanted fo gee those ecpllemen 
~< have come on puzpdse to look after you,’ she added, 
and she weht with us to¢he Roos chat everting, having 
already madé me sather vheomfortable by asking if i 
had my mother'y permisafon to act in a play—which , 
Thad not drefime of. al had long been accustémedrto 
dq without cdnsulting mama about whything that 
came in my way, Uyuglel kept her fairly an cawrant of 
all cHae was going oa.” 1 myst, hoavevey, ackrfowledge 
that the name of Captain Becher, as well 4s William 
Cambell, ha noc found ymentioN in any letter | 
Asrivedeat the ball qnd placed for the® firde dance, 
almost my first words were, « We are going to be 
watched jo-night; my aunt,,Mrs, Follist, has come on, 
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puspose to look, after me’, ‘Afe we?’ said he; 
‘allright? Later on, when we retired to the peaceful 
shades of the card rooms where fice difans tun all 
round theeall and ate much resorted to by—squict 
couples—I"told him, wa%not fappy about the play, 
‘and he said if I really preferred not toeact heewotild 
manage it, only leave it  him| "And accoxglingly 
-next motning he came and callad and told granny he 
really must decline his part, he could notedo if With- 
out him afl fellve the ground, and I den’ t,think anyone 
guessed whi. oo : 

A few days later, the next week, for same reason 
Aunt Marianne could not go to ene of the balts, the 
usual ‘Titutsday ‘ Bread and Butips.’ I porifiongd Aust 
&lollist to take me, whereupon she called me to my 
oWn toom and Scginualy angpulced, “Yon want me to 
take you to the ball, Gussie? but I tell you I’m not 
going t» gake you "to be made a fool of-—what does 
Capjain Bechgr meat?’ Whereupon Y answered 
rather Rotly, ‘ P’méufe I don’t kfow, but I am quite 
sure Captain Becher is not,a than to male ,a fool of 
any gifl|?**Ohol!? gajd my aunt sapiently, ‘I think 
tht will dol?” $0 she todk me to the ball, Now 
there.were to be two balls ‘st privatcghortses the next 
evening#one at a certain Mrs,*Parttidfe’s, the other 
next door to*my grandmother, given ly a Miss Baker. 
He wasagoing to both, we only to Miss Bakey. Artivéd,* 
on Thussday gightI dogt thiffle Fanny’s soured “eyes , 
or Aunt*Hlollist’s kindly pretence of dragoness 
alarmed my consthnt partner much, and*on leavikg he 
said, ‘ Now," semember, you ‘Inyst be at MisseBaket’s 
to-mottow. ‘To Misy Baker thtn *next dogr we 
accordingly went, «The brothers, were ‘late,, having 
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presented themselves first at the other housé. When 

they came Andrew engaged Fanny for a quaduille, 

Sep me, and we danced a'r-d-vis,, And now, dear, I 

must tell you of a most cruel proceeding 1 Kkenow you 

will agree With me in “ooking upon it in thé light, and 

all ‘prepared keforehand, tool for in the ladies’ chain, 

when ,J went actoss to be turned by Andrew, he 

tenderly’ ‘ptessed my shand and gaid, ‘ Sister dearl? 

and tell"me, avas not that enough to begin to upset 

and startle me® And really 1 did. got expect what: 
came as we walled roundsthe roont in the Jase’ figtve— 

not, mind you, ov of the zoom, but sight in the middle 

wherd anyone might'see if T changed colour or coun- 

“tenance, whieh I most.certainly did] "Then he Bot me 

out of the room to the staircase and pi got me an ice, but 
I shook so I.dtopped thespoor.aryh Gould not eat 7, : 
find, took refuge with auntic whom Tentreated to take, 
me home at once, and she and ‘Fanny wera good- 

natured enough to do so. OF Course the gossip .was 

all over the room, ahd Miss Bakertsent in congratula- 

tions ‘and a request, for cake next morning | Next 

moining, too, he cammat 11 q’glack to take me out, 

and 1 had to*wait for him find see him for the first time - 
alone, He ‘drovght me siolets ; almost every other 

day he had biought ae a camellia for the évening’s.” 
ball, oT have tht leaf of one he brought @n the day of 
Miss Baker's ball, rhe rfth of March, very neatly the 

day Ore month since We firsAmet. a 

J think if he had wished to invent an ordefl to prove 

me He could ‘not have found a harder than what he 

asked me to do that mothing. Mrs, Beclfet, avho had 

hailed, my confing with so shuch coxdiality, had, it 

seems, goally an idea that she would like me toematry, 
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oite of het-sons ;. but Andrew, he was fat too busy ‘in 
Mts, Walter Ommatiney’s. setvice, and, moteover, 
Sep’s leave yras-drawing tdlag end and he fully intended 
taking out a-wife ; but he went his own way totwork, 
aiid did nét confide in hi# mother, So, When on the 
morning of the 16th he antiounced pis engagemerit to 
Augusta Prinsep, ‘the, bing a vet'y odd-tempered 
woman, teplied, ‘ @h, indeed,’ and tefused fossee me 
when he wished to bring me to her. Mew Was poot 
I, after astroltan the fields, led tq ty tep of Nosfolk 
Cres®ein® desited to knock athe doot, take no denial 
from the maid, but walk straight in to the back dining- 
foom whete I should:find her! *Well,,I did. Don’ 
a fee s 
you thjnk I wag very good? s\ndew tas %with het, 
m/s T opened the doot he sushgd out, and the old lady 
held out her armevaned kiss@l me heartily You &now 
“me well chough,togucss"l was in teats. But-we were 
friends #xem that moment, and she ysed to repeat the 
stow to.me whenevet she saw mg in late? years, an 
say, ‘she*could ndt resist the diamonds in my, eyes.’ 
After this had-to follow letters 40 my m@ther. Her 
‘reply was “an orger cto me, te? go. at once to Uncle 
“Edward at Chew Magna ang to Captain Becher to go 
to Londqn.atid see het, addi:fg the unpleasant comment 
that’ from what she knew of it she consffleted should 
do very ill, dnd it-was undesirable to ally myself*wath 
‘80.merliocre a family? My’ rgplg was tor start by 2 
morning trainnagd o to¢ny Autit Bmily in Citmbef.. 
‘land Street, ‘to*yhom I wrote overnieht, and ald 
“Taylor, the footman, met te at Padditigton,. Seg 
weat by"an earlier ain, saw my mother, antl as iny 
cab went out of the station he threw a letter in do'tell 
me of Ris teception, whichewas not.very nice, dee truth: 
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being that my stepfather did not fancy the match, afd 
made het life miserable to make-her refuse consent, 
T stayed only a few days with Aunw Limily, but at that 
time Uncle ‘Iheby wag livin: in No. 6 Great Cumber- 
pee Street, his household it ydePark Gardens being 
brokenup anc hig wife at Paris, and T remained quite 
long croygh to win him ufmy sid8; and he saw Sep, 
and th¢y were friends? 1 looked Gn this as the chief 
of the batile; for 1 considered him much mace in the 
light of my gnaiiliaa than anyone elsoFand as mother 
had "declared her notions“of the Becher fantily Same 
fiom Prinsep authority it was a triumph and ‘turning 
cher flank? tp come fimed with Prinsep consent, We 
Were, heWevd, tormented for a whole Seinlphe, one 
day allowing amhanothgs forbidding Sgp-to come, ande 
ising all sorts of diliculies which aeally resulted in 
nothing: for 1 was quite determined and yielded 
gothing, Mr, Beecheroft was, of course, very dis- 
agreeable, and one alay called me into*his roomand 
said he would give me, £4oo if 1 would bretkeoff my 
engagemens, saying she was really too fond of me to 
let me go like that, J agisyered! should beSvorth very 
litdle if mongy would brig me to break my promise. 
and that my heme Was "not ho very happy as to 
tempt me to give up What T believed would he seal 
shappiness. e 
ofif the cad of a fripight my substantial * Laity god- 
smothel,? Aunt Poflist, apfin efme en the scene, 
Appearing if Cadogan Place without notice, one 
mening she told mama dt wes nonsense going on like 
that; she had po possible right af any kind to refuse 
congert, matters having gone so far, and there nat 
being one single thing to urge against Captain Bechers 
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3 consent was given undet leer pressure, for she stayed 
and atgued it out with Mr, Beechcroft, and clenched 
tt by invitipg the avhole Samily, accompanied by Sep 
Becher, tf Lodeworth for forlpight, and the wedding 
to be in May. So the outfit was put in Band, a very. 
modest one you may be sure, and wwe “ll wert down 
to Lodsworth on the xsfh April, Such a,wet day | 
We went by tail to. Guildfofd and then “by coach 
through Petworth, and were set down a the Halfway 
House, Eege bY Mrs.,Reding, sisperYo gny old nurse, 
Mat? Akin Hargreaves, But'we had such days thee | 
I don’t remember much except trying to draw in the 
dining-toom while Sep was supBosed to read to m 
(There is avery shaky watescolour £ thea accqim- 
plished kept dry memoty !) Thete wgssnot much read- 
ing done, but asgoetl Gealiot j jumping ever the aye 
and eating of stawbestiés in the kitchen garden. , 
dancedim the oak cgttidor once of twice, and Fann 
hawgted us—Stieying ever! But,that came to an ny 
and wa went back to Cadogan Place to trouble again 
over settlements, to which thes—Mr. Bgechctroft in 
patticulas™wanged acbind Stp, firstly, to pay"£2000, 
and secondly that he, Mz.,Beechcroft, aes have a 
life interest in the original*sum—tomeit het of which 
would he consent, nor would 1 hear of the later, Sep 
said he had not, and did not know that he ever Sheuld 
have ¥ 2000; but at last he pave a bend tg that 
amount on sny thoncy®he oan ehereafter possésse 
And so the dayz—the 15th May—camg near. gyety 
atticle and every bok fer my voyage was packed, by 
ay own hands, ang as much made ag I had*time for, 
wesents were not many and wetcesnot valuable, 
The The Wresant lavislt genesosity in that line was not the 
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fashion. Uncle and Aust Haldimand gave me ado, 
and Aunt Timily £50. One or twa others, small sums, 
to expend as wo pleaseetf: and. «hese were indeed 
acceplible. I had six.inksiands and three tlesks that 


“werg urumpery, Mx. Beecherofi gave me a hall-size 
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family “Bible fn jheee volumes (Society’s). Uncle 
Hollisty fiye small religion voluntes, also Society's | 
Our petsgage ‘was takén in the J%enbarangh Lox rath 
June, and See had charge of troops, therchy getting 
a free passage for himself, Mr. Beewicyoft ran so 
tusty when the day dr&y near that he welt “way 
(happily) to stay with his mother, and Aunt Agnes 
game to sleep and help mama the night before, He 
vowed ké wotild not give me away, ati I wyole to 
ask Uncle ‘hohy,to do,so, and hoped fas would keep: 
his cerolutiom My dear UneleMchracd came up to 
pesfpem the ceremony, [t was the firsiwedding in the 
younger generation of the Ommanney familys “1 must 
mention, by the way, that when, Sop went to getathe 
licence, at Doctors’ Commons, he found that, my 
father haviag Ieft me no sestamentary guardian, my 
mother married again and thesfose forfeiting her 
tight of conls6l over me, and I being under twenty-one, 
no one, not cycA |, ltd fower to give or withhold 
consent to my mattiage legally | Was it not an odd 
gas& P Z 

‘The eventing helere the wedding 1 wae vopy tized, 
chaving“had a gtert deal of fpackiig toado,,so Aunt 
Agnca and mama sent me to bed carly, and sat up to 
wait for both cake and dyess, which did nat arsive till 
very laté, In the morning, as [,was still asleep at 
eight e’clock, they thought [ must have laid awake 
from exeitement, and let me die till ‘there was only just» 

54 


* 
MARRIAGE TO CAPTAIN BECIIER 


4 + 
tithe to dress, as we had to be pretty early, having to 
meet the one o’clock train at Nine Elms (the terminus 
then of SAW.R:) to» go dditg to Uncle Hollist’s farm- 
house, High Building, near Haslemere; bug"l had 
slept like a top all *night long, and felt ndt one whit - 
excited ; there had been too much before ; thisseetned 
the end of the wofties arfd not the climax, aad as I 
was heartily happy £ did not weep one bit in «church, 
We had lout a small party: Fanny Hollis, and Clarissa 
Larpent, my whly twp bridesmajds’,’ We were very 
met} over a buffet lunche@i afterwards. (Mr. Tom 
Beechcroft brought his brother by stormy measute to 
the church, after all, so he did give mg away. "Uncle 
Williagn, as Traal, the, centte of all funy gave,out out 
“health whileslywas changing dress, a How nice the 
Missis sounds’ was @ep’s cmly comment, after thanks, 
atid the two egnbsacet “Hindoo, fashion with Bab 
Ram’ *# parting. So we started ina pretty brougham 
witda pair oftwhite horses and pastillion, and a coupé 
at theasthtion. The drive from Guildford to Hasle- 
mete was rather a long one, ang Sep wagwery tired. 
We found the heuse decorated all over and the front 
sttewed with hyacinths—the smell of Which I detest . 
ina hopgc—so I at. once set fo work (after'h cold dinner) 
to cleat it all away and open iny box® When I cathe 
back I found him sound asleep on tli old sofa,*and I 
pesca sat me down to finish black ince jacket 2 
was makjng fot ship wel, Wat not this # Datby ahd, 
Joan beginning 2 But we did greatly gnjoy thg quiet 
ten days which was all we could allow for honeymoon, 
At the end of it they sent the catriage from Lédsworth 
for us, and we drove ‘over to be*receiyed with bells 
The usual Hindu salutadiont—nn invocation of the GouwRama, 
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. 6 
tinging and triumphal agches ; big dinner and all*in 
due form to introduce the bride’ So my dear aunt 
took leave of her ohuties ag ay padeorthera right well 
had sh fulfillal them, anyl had been, tof, A most 
, seasonable help at this tint. Mr, Clarke, the T.ods- 
wotth gicar, Was ghere, and with glee announced his 
own ergagement to Miss Flizabet Shadwell, ending 
all hopes in that direct fon for pootVangy | 
From Todgworth we went to Bath to Sep’s mothet, 
who now wag ffostloving to pe, andena, one knew 
better how to attract With loving ways ¢lfart she, 
There was a leather couch in her dining-room where, 
she sat mostly, and‘on this she would pave, me lic 
Beside het While she milked over hetasthis and their 
youth; and maggots were crawling goat of all the 
edges pf the gtufling | Wer coulésing but a very few 
‘ays, ; then two only, at my ene Ghear Magna, for 1 
must needs hava, the pec aunt and my Sitisband 
aéquainted ;° and hege that same, husbaitd was a Jetle 
shocked to find his wife one evening, whilé waiting” 
for dinner,,on the floor delighting in a good game 
with a kitten, Unele ficywardtsepowr old’ Bob, the 
. white terrier,“just my age, was just kept alive to see 
me, and was shotswhen wefeft, ‘hen across ta Stroud . 
Valley for another ud days with Henry and Lydia 
Beohd? at NailsWorth, He was Sep’s eldest brother, 
fetived from the Inplign Army, chielly on retigious 
setdutids, aa he was i Flymotth Brdthere ‘Uhey lived 
very gimply ina small house, and he then had a share 
in some mills near there, J alreaded this,visit. Sep 
had talked so much of-Lydia no wonder J felt shy of 
het, as 1 belicye she‘did of me, “Henry said a very long 
extempoga prayer in, the voning, And Sep, who had 
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made himself comfortable with a cushion, was found 
fast asleey at the ead! Andrew was there, too, and 
fext day, when wo all wut for a «valk, they wanted 
Lydia to ‘hing Will she lgve thap as avlh as I ? which 
she did from behind a tree; and I felt awkward and 
strange, as if 1 should never get to liked these*pcople, 
and was glad to,dtpart ext day and go spradght to 
Belgrave Square, Where Aunt Haldimand hae kindly 
said we should remain tll we sailed—seon enough, 
the rath af ithe, oly twenty-aight days after our 
marrige. 
, ‘We dined at Cadogan Place. Robert Beechctoft 
was thee and walked home with'Sep afrerwards, F 
some season” they spoke of m%, and Sép told me he 
hglieved I might possibly haye became Mrs, Robert 
Beechcroft had" nt beew”Mrs, Sep Becherg bug, 
teally, I don’t tlainks I should! We took leave of mama 
and MrBeechcroft, when he presented me with the 
Bildg I have *alzeady, mentioned.s-the tesult of great 
talk art O£ much greater things, * 

We went down to Portsmouth the daywbefote the 
vessel -put in there afér the hoops, and slept at the 
house of my Uncle Erasmys Ommanney, then captain 
-In the, navy (afterwards Six Ltasftus Ommanney), 
living at Squthsea with his first wife? then already a 
gtcat invalid, and Austin, a baby just toddling. And 
we rowed owt to the ship Eflengorough with*hertaptain, 
Lambert, ane his fathel} an old Iitdian civilian, dhds 
one sister, who afterwards became Lady’ Montggmety. 
That voyage lasted 1z0rdays. My mother preserved 
two of my letters gluring its long mgnotony I look 
back to it, and so does Sep, with very bappy tecollec- 
tions, though in téading those letters I find seme litgle 
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gtumblings’ at heat, the? roll of the ship and lohg 
protracted yoyage, Shall [ emuynerate oyr fellow- 
passengers ?- ‘The capyati, aa eimpersonation of 
Pickwick, in which character we dressed hiin for our 
magquerade In the tropict—he afterwards married 
Miss’ Whish snd dived at St, Leonards, Mortlake, a 
long time, Captain Willidn Hillrsden, member, of 
the old Barnes family, friends of mama’s, killed at 
Cawnpote iay7, He was first and Capt, Jeremie 
second in conmandyof the trogps (SePrthird), Capt. 
Jeremie and his wife, both since dead, Dr. Mefiden, 
surgeon to the detachment, wife and children, Wife 
rent mad. op landing, and was sent homg, Ee, also, 
is dead.e Rev? F, O. Mayne and wife,eeBride woo; a 
Blait, daughter of Wyngy’s friend ; a Bath girl, She+ 
and Ircame home togethit in,’s&; ‘she died at home 
not ongafter, Captain and Must Naylac and daughtet ; 
all gone, tool Me, and Mrs, Weight, of whom, we 
knew nothing—then or after, plist Thomaaon, 
daughter of the Lieutenant-Governor, Northt Western 
Province, «We knew her avell afterwards at Simla ; 
she eventually matriell Dr, *Glifrd. Her first 
husband, Dé Hay, was hanged by mutineers at 
Bateilly.) Miss Douglas, hretty and musical,-became 
Mrs. Francis ‘tucker, Miss ee going ‘to 
oa Ms. Loyd, cadet, son of an old friend of 
ee Mr? Gregogy, ,bound for Madras. Jedward 
' hit whotn we knew a lite at Bath ated met several 
times gagain—Since dead. A very gmall boy cadet, 
Robert Taylor, grew aftqrwatds to six fegt and died 
young, “There was,a young middy, Heathcote, quite 
1 little dellowsbut he was a mah of Six Fred Cutie, 
who gotekim a cadetship soan afte we landed, * You. 
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Ea tum as husband. of Léuisa Ommanney—lately 

ead, ; ‘< ‘ : 

* We had’ a bavmonious'flthe : tend my Old letter de- 
setibing the meeting and apeaking another trqdpship 
homeward bound—one pi¢ture which remfins vividly 
in my ‘memory, - Another occurted soba after tee 
We were all assembled in the cuddy, busy working at 
the dresses for our*masqueradé, and in a gyeat calm 
neatly under the Equator. Suddenly there"came a 
great crack, of thunder, and at the “gare motnent a 
ctash;% ‘tattle and a blindinf’ fash! I found myself 
“with my head undet the table in violent hysterics, to 
which I temained ‘subject when “startled. The flash, 
had cut: the Tiiwzen chains, brought them Tlewn on 
“deck (which sas’ the rattle), split thgulightning con- 
ductor from the sitleGf the fp, and’ flasked down thg 
brass lamp todyim the cuddy, ,Had’ we not had a 
lightnirtg#conductor the captain said we should have 
fourdered, hae mae as fi 

My, Setter says fittle about our. successful ball—so 
called—~and chatades, or sy feamof a certgin soldier 
named Deédes : a miscreant who was so insubordinate 
they put him im irons, and Iwas 'aftaid h§ would bore 
a hole iy the ship! Ee hac*the impettinence to come 
to Sep at Dalhi in ’57 and remind him CE his ‘misdeeds, 
and declare I brought him food while he was in ions I, 
If you, read my letters, deat garghter, you will find, 
some veqy heartfelt expf¥ssions Of happiness. * ‘Truly - 
T.was.a very happy bride and wife, and my hugbapd 
fulfilled all my very somemnticdeas to the life, for I was 
very romantic and, whisper, se was he—theh | Our 

. Ship touched at no port till we reached Madras; We 
crept ub the coast With swch lightewinds it was almost 
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a calm, after a storm we had encountered off Mata 
gascat, We did not suffer, but vo other ships came 
into harbour with us, he of, which kad lost hée 
bulwirks. Weonly had ‘ sgapic,’ and the ports closed. 
. Seapie is ah institution ; i was served in”our cabins, 
no dinmes at Cblg being passihle, A how! containing 
meat, coup, vegetables ancdtdumpfings in a very excel- 
lent mesg was brought for each Person, Sep lodged 
himselfagainet the bulkhead in the folding chair (one 
of those still jn ¢he house), andd, thinking myself very 
safe, sat ctoss-legged off the couch which magt into 
out bed at night, cach with our mess of poltage on 
out knees, Pyesentfy came a treemendou pitch of the 
vessel, afid Is too, mattress, soup deal pilghed to 
the other endegf the gabin, sight ‘og dis knees.! ot 
thinkewe both held on feng heres and saved them, 
September 1849. We anchdred veryecarly one mosn- 
Ing in the Madsag.toads. While we were stifimlressing 
Out Irish séxvant, Qunn, came fo the bor. ‘ Laere’s 
a boat come off shore with a Iditer for "yu, sit? 
‘Yes, Dugn,’ says Sep; “is ita good boat?’ ‘Sure 
an’ it is, sit, i’s a respctable eat, gor thé men’s got 
breeches of!’ Dunn and his wife wore capital 
servants, and @ften amésed us greatly with thels 
Irishisms, Swe went on shore in the respectable. 
bort,'a large M fssoolee boat,! over the much-talled-of 
“Madras surf, foundea, carriage waiting, and (ve were 
dfiven’ to a sort of faradis@atter four wonghs of the 
shipgMr. Blany Keyes’ house at Nuncumbaukum, 
We were at fitst alone (for Mr. Keyes was with his 
wife inthe hiljs), bus next day were joined’ by two 
Missce Ross,from one of the other ships in harbous, 
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We were ‘in the visitors’ bungalow in thé garden, con- 
taining two rooms, and I was carried to and from the 
Itouse in a Syheel chaiy, ‘Tlie house was trfly an Indian 
palace: info stories, with deep pillaced verandahs all 
round both*storeys, all of drat delicious white Anam? . 
resembling biscuit china, furnished juxutiously, Mss, 
Keyes~—néo Atabellt Pollack—Sep’s cousin, yas at 
Ooty, and he joincdwus thence after we had bten some 
days in his house. ‘The mduage was superinftnded by 
an old Pot tngwese buger, ‘The opaesitg “stillness# the 
servains"moving moiselessly 4" the great” Daverainville 
organ at the head of the circular double staircase, 
striking Ath as notice that dinnts was served; the 
colours ‘ind agious scent of the gardéh,*aftl, sounds 
of the parrots gndl other birds, that begak the stillness 
of the warm sunshiae in Tpétia, lef'a Gust delicious 
impression of Tasternattdight. We had a cartiago # 
out otdms, and a few of Mr, Keyes friends called «at 
his xequest ; at one Mouse we went to.dine, Thus 
had Sy first, and INdekd smost lovely, experience of the 
ptincely hospitality of olden days in India. 1 have 
never scerfany housg-or household to compare with 
it inf finished luxury. ‘The ‘Misses Ross proved to be 
cousing pf Mrs. Walter Onsmanney, and on their way 
to hes brother, ‘Tom Morton, in’Calcnua. ‘I'en delight- 
ful, restful days we passed there, and returned Methe 
‘ tespeatable,’ boat, but rathel: cooate in the morning, 
for I got a slight sunstoke ‘Which then and there, 
turned one Streak of hair grey, and. made me rather 
sensitive tq, sun “heat thenceforth, We had calths"all, 
the way up the Bay of Bengal. ‘Three mortal weeks 
were we getting up, ahd were in "Calcutta abgut the 
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roth of October. My Uncle Charles Prinsep’s sian! 
came on boatd disectly we cast anchor, Te was alter. 
noon, and gre trapps coule not dyad till ngxt morning. 
Sep, of course, could fot land" till they"did, but he 
insisted of my doing so, and I,found mayself trans. 
" potted, to ‘Belvedere, at Alipore, a mile out of 
Calcutta; a great house Qncle Charles never ceased 
adding (0; historical, for it had een the residence of 
WarrenelMastings,? with large grounds that might have 
been lovely ‘had cic made them so, bua is wile was at 
home, He sfolfe hisdlpany Hindastani, fndehjs head 
bearer, Hurree, did just what he pleased in and out, 
The house was in adlisgraceful state. I Lele dreadfully 
fonely itd peifectly syranded in chat sylttenfess; no, 
one within call ; and if one of the servants dial show 
I could not gpesfic | Bago bys Ugele Charles cathe 
‘Rome’; was very kind, anc adsjredme to oder every~ 
thirfy I wanted—vety well for him to saygybut if T 
gould not give thie order 1 wasthardly dbetter for, the 
permission! 1 had‘a great soofn i one lasge ving, 
Ne lived in the other, which was the Memsahib’s 
wing, and” the great ecdptiog erogms were in the 
_ middie, Iwas up very edly, in truth since daylight, 
Thad been listenigg to the éifes of the mongooses uncle 
kept to cat thesnakes in the compound, and” of the, 
little Sifd whiclf makes a monotonous aéise like the 
sound of 4 stonelpason’s hammest—pleasan: lone 
tather, but to me it arvays capveys loneliness,"because 
T have been most lonely always in Bengal*where I 
ha$e ficard it frost, and perhaps froin this very first 
e , 


1 }eead gerne or * Bearer,’ 
IM, Becher contiubs tle Viccioy's houte a felveders with the adjaecne 
*Tinatings Louse’ at Alipore, 
*'The coppecsmith bird (Kuntholaema Yedlen), 
62 


CORBONEL ARTHUR BROOME 


impression. They brought yme chore ‘bagri and I 
wondered if this were breakfast, and as I leaned overt 
the stone balustradg *bohollt a palkee cam® neat—Sep | 
in his unifofim cheered my délighted eyes | And now 
I got on well cnough ; Hie sooN got me shadt coin- 
fortable, though on the long days when they were 
both in town I wav still retty lonely, However, I 
was allowed to ask ows fellow-parsenges, Miss Douglas, 
for a week, and people came to dinner., Joln White 
(Aunt Louisa’s,brothes) came down from Dum Dum 
and hygtled all the setvants»to the fight about, A 
piano was sent in, and I found out an old school-fellow, 
Sophie Barwell (half-sister of Mrs, Gencral Om- 
manney); wh sas now with hes fathef,ahd "mother," 
sthe loveliest pictures of snowy haired, delicate corh- 
plexioned old people] ever sg7; they’ wepe very itd, 
_ I now set aboug, malting .a few shy purchases te 
prepare fge the Wistant-advent of my first baby, ‘but 
the makings Taput off till we should be a? Lucknowp 
out ination, @ep’s regiment, the 6rst N.L, was 
high up countty and was now marching dows, and 
he obtained leave to agvait *itssactival there’; and as 
we were but ill-off as*to purge (having lost 300 rupees 
through the failuse of our agent), he yas Oying to get 
charge éf cadets going up the ver, whjch would take 
us to Benare’ at Government expense.® Uncle Chnges 
made us, welcome, provided we should manage to be: 
elsewheré for’ Pecember, phen te aad to propard for 
Aunt Loutsa’s arrival, We were en ae bya guest 
—Mz, William ‘Tylor, whom I did not Tike, and*toh- 
stantly 10 difner Colonel Arthur Broome, always my 
husband’s much-loved flicnd. ‘They bid been jn the 
A angy tea. 
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habit of smoking hoolahs after dinner, the dookah 
burdars® bringing them in asa matter of course; but 
the first daft this happened’ I nedily fainted from the 
smell, and they never dfd it again. In fatty Colonel 
Broom tofd me in lafer tirfics tht he hadmever since 
doffe iin theapresence of ladies 5 he had never before 
supposed it could he unplapsant. 4 

We abcepted twor invitations for December to 
Barrackfdre--one io Colonel Costley (father of Mes, 
Manaton Oftmanncy), and the gther te Colonel Lewitt 
—Sep having calle! on these old ftiends When paying 
his duty visit to General Whish, who commanded the 
division, Ulowever, before we went up Sep had 
Started Oné May to yo there and apply to” General 
Whish for the charge he wanted. During his absence. 
Genezal Whjsh ‘called ‘gon mey ape I quietly asked 
fim for the charge, saying thai, Sep was then away for 
the‘purpose of applying to him. | Bot (hagpromise, 
sad old my Tha in triumph,*but J ghink he was a 
litle scandalised af my boldnéss # thougheigme it 
seemédd only the rational thing to do, When we 
teturned from our visks Belvedere was litdeed meta- 
morphosed eas by enchahtment. Curtains, carpets, 
Jamps | Sefvangs clothedhin white and turbans. ‘The 
three cats whanmiauletl all dinner time had vanished | 
ang many a lath had! Aunt Louisa and L Over the state 
‘of things in her abgencer She hurried up my prepara- 
(ond; got me 4 cumfpeteny ayah who, knety a little 
Unglish ; Uncle Charles presented me witht carriage 
clock} and we were off. Wespent Gur Christmas day 
air board the “ (lai. “here was then fo rtilway o£ 

TF hoof hears,’ a genus of domestie now extinct, 
4 Ganges houschont, towed. by astern, Seep. rie 
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catflage dak, and the tiver was the most usual way 
up countty, The siqumersdnosily cqtried freight and 
were small, nd ‘the*passenges “ flat,” like « magnified 
canal boat with two ranges ofscabins§ was sgged 
behind. Many were the sti¢ks on sand bgnks, and she 
main stream was qui(c (oo shallow in she cold wéather, 
so we had to go round thé»Sunaderbunds, causing a 
sctious prolongation” of the voyage. But we, had a 
pleasant time. I don’t remember it much}sbut we had 
a nice ‘ of Isdys aaa we Jenew &cfore. Mr, 
Lloyd atl young ‘Taylor who had come from England 
with us, and a vory nice young Mr, Thomson who had 
come out yvith Aunt Louisa overland. + . » 

We astived ascl landed at Béhates in’a stom, J 
dog’t- think Towns ever afiaid oP Fi éaleed I usually 
enjoy them, but T Was hoy ¢ quite mysdM, and } got 
so netvous driving tp if the ‘native carriage from the 
Ghat to ‘fe Civil Lings that when «1 got, out it is 
repoxmd of me thay T fell into the arms of our friend 
Mr. Joh® Rivaz in tears. He and his wife were of the 
kindest. Shg was sister of ows shij? captain,ambert, 
and he, a very old dtienfof the Bechers, But we were 
there only for a night or twa, I think itymust have 
betn fora Sunday, for I senfemper sifling at church 
close to a vexy handsome monument @% the mempry 
of my Uncle James Prinsep,, We wete en route fo 
Azimghur, to spend a mgnth gyith Sep’s brother, 
Sullivan, dzimgzhur is sixth miles fron Benares, and 
we decided to go by what was called “ illalat dak? "has 
is, taking a lacge number of saen and only changing 


once in all the distange. { had heard of dak travelling 


all my life, and had quite a wish to experienct it, 
a rolgy of heutess or poste along a*main road, 
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This first trlal was a vey pleasant one,’ good bearées, 
and only aghort night. We arrived at Sull’s for ebota 
hagri, and were welcomed witheafl thé jelly cordiahity 
of Sull’s kindly natare, vell seconded by his wife. 
Poscy and Cecil were thar qvo sinall boys with them, 
and they still intthe rosy days of perfect accord and 
loveriike fondness; theft house pleasant, free and 
hospitqlz'o, like all civilians of those days. A month 
sogn passed” with them, and then another night’s 
journcy to Jgunpore to py Uncie Manion, Ommanney. 
His wife was away in the hills, but he made ut Free of 
his house, and showed us the curious old building 
and Jaig temoles of the place, and amused Sep great] 
by sosfie of his truly Ommanney pecutlasities.» A for 
night there, and-aboutthe end of Vebrnaty, or begit 
ning” of Mach, we sttited adak dice more—a thre 
nights’ tp this, across the wild parts of Oude—ne 
then our tozritorz, and supposgd to be troufied som 
times by dacoits orvigers, We yerg to test the first da 
at Sultanpore, at the house of the officer in’cOmman 
of the H'ng’s trodps—Colonel N. A funny house 
hold, one of such as were fact vonishing from th 
countty even then. ‘Theenistress of the house withou 
corsets; in Joose white garments of oldafashion 
often 20 shoes going out driving in a low dress an 
ao bonnet ; children bagefoot, with only one garment 
wating and playin; all day on the floot, Mo doub 
aatives proferrcd and unddrstood thse household 
rettar than Uf: moze civilised style of ours now comin, 
fto vogue—more careful “of the manaers, both o 
nasters and secvants, * Colongl Nawas given to spirits 
Tis Wife, I-daresay, did as well as she could, but he 
oul dal pot soar above her surroundings, We hac 
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aftét this two bad nights, crogs toads, storm ‘and tain, 
delaying us ncatly the whol} twenty-four hputs on the 
tdad, Ofte the meg had*ip stop for shelter, and 
when going on slipping about and progregsing” very 
slowly, ‘Thre were sevewal nullahs, half-dey tiger 
beds, to cross, with steep banks, @ sdnembtr one 
wider than usual, where allyhe men had to ke xaken 
to carty each of out palkecs, ne at a time, and I 
remained behind alone with the ayah and»mussalchee 
(torchbearcr) tosfvatch Bep cartied pvée figst, and then 
the mesmecame back for me, leaving him alone on the 
other side. We could stay but an hour or two at the 
wretched bungalow half way, and*started eatly to get, 
into Lugknow, where we were % go to the Assistant 
Resident, Capmin ‘Robert Birdaand apnait the arrival 
‘of ‘the Gist, Mefe storm etid slow piogtess,a and, 
towards morning the difficulties becaine greater, for, 
attiving te at the places whete the aclays of bearers, 
awaited us, théY made off and had to be “hunted up 
from th® Villages, and at the last stage they werg not 
to be found at all. Sep had great difficulty te keeping 
together the*men whoid catritd us the last stage, by 
ptomisés of extra pay, and at last we haq only four 
men left,go carry me, two fot his empty palkce while 
he walked ; gnd I suppose there was qf to casty, the 
ayah’s dooly, but she also had to walk. It was bretid 
day and about seven or eight o’glowk when we had tg 
ctoss the gornex of the Khe's Paradt-ground, where 
officers and men yere all in bright array, We yete 
tited*enoughs and thankfud to get a rest at the city dak 
bungalow while we gent,to our ‘friends, who Were In 
the cantonment actos the sivet called Muttiaum,t 
The old Marlaon ana 3 miles NAB, of Luckg&®, 
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(destroyed in ’57). TheY sont for us in the afternddn, 
and made ys mot comfortable ia a tent in their com- 
Bound, They ordinatily ‘lived dnt the city, but had’ a 
conntiy Rouse and glovely garden in cantonments, 
The King? Provided thete ser¥ants (and they were 
legion and ‘fivo horses for driving and one or two 
elephfings, Tlouses, of aftiuse, fee. These were the 
comaing af the palmy days of yoxt | eo 
. Mrs, Bind’ was charming, very handsome, and her 
two sisters, Misses Clyctes, mvere Soring with her, 
-(They were afterwards separated, She died ateresden 
and was cremated.) One engaged to Captain Dickens. 
e—dreadfully, spoony—the other afteryardg maseied 
Colont! Brodke. ‘Uhefe were two lovaly boys who rode 
ponies with ekaupragses,? pay in’ scadlet and gold,” 
reithgr side, And a sweePhahy gitl. L was very hitbpy, 
and cemented a friendship’ wéth eye hostess at once, 
hey’ helped usefind and settle into our Bouse and 
unpack out Linglish (rcasuses, Ik wis a Me ach 
house and, for those days, of more modest frttension, 
We madedt very nite andpretty. Bue now, | suppose, 
a young bride would think sh€avasmskedto, live in a 
barn ifshoyn so simply awd scantily furnished an abode, 

We were sedicely geutfed before, much iq.my own 
surrine, my “prst haby appeared on the scene! A 
vdly comical scene, [ often think, ‘The regiment 
gagched in the very.day before, J, sot heing very 
well, ‘had not sten one of Sep’s old €riengls, and he 
hacd-pnly jus@found out that the segjeant-major’s wife, 
on whom we had relicg asenutse, was got availible, 
So there wasel, helyless and ignorant, aid my first 

1 ehe old Mngdom of Oudh waa aholivhed by Dalhousio in i856, 
4 OFAC ynewxengers, . 
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sight of Sep’s. dld kind friends Mis, Inns, was by my 
bedside. - ‘ 
‘The babf was a Gne little fellow, ‘und after my old 
ayah ltad wished and dressed him—quige close, Iseside 
me lest she ghould pull his gars or nose, as Thad lGatd 
natives were in the habit of doing—chebyas pat iX 4 
basket and set on tot of a-shest of drawers, whgrehe 
slept for nearly two «lays—td nay surprise and fright | 
We got on very well, only, when he was_a fortnight 
old, Sep got feyer, ang much to my «tis may and dlis- 
comforg Shit himsdlf in his svn fooms en the other 
Side gf the house, and would not let me go near hini, 
When he got better of that he had a nasty attack of 
boils on fis chin, which were vary annoyirtg.®, —‘ 
» After that Thad to make acquaintance with all the 
ladtes, of the regiment, Cplonel Macdonald fom- 
manided, and hig sweeg,*gentle wife, thea and ever” 
since my@ dear friend, stands prczeminent in my 
memory as theepnly rfined and lady-like speciinen of 
them a «(She did if 1884 at Ilgin,) Mrs. Talbot 
and some hoydenish daughters camp to call, in mittens, 
not gloves* Mug. In-ws, fay «next-door neighbour, 
wife of Sep’s nearest friend, called always ‘ Gosh,’ a 
kindly soul, mother of canntless ohildfen, always 
happy and mesty and devoted*to otyers. Sep had 
taken their four gitls to Tingland wha he went,on 
furlough, What young man’ now, would do such a ' 
thing? There was Mrs. @bbail*nd her sister, Who 
became Mis. Stainforth—all in the regigent. There 
wages, Wilkie, of whom] had at first en we 
heard he*was young and addicted to ‘ brandyepance,” 
but who became out vety good feicsid.° in 
Thefi we had soitic of Sep’s old servants. .Elahee 
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Bux, the khansama ox! head table-servant; an ld 
bhistee (wgter-carticr) naied Spott; his old syce,t 
Aosan, and his durzeo,* afl pleaded to-come back, arid 
many’ were the salagms the boy baby had to receive 
from the Aat ve officers andcompruny, for Sep had been 
six years Adjatant, and in those days the reziment was 
homenagd filends and allio a sfian, We were very 
happy shou three months. We dad things very nice 
about tis agdan excellent table, Mrs. tancs thought 
us "VoLy cxLeavapant, as We spent 3FOr 35 rupees a 
month (£3 or £3 103,)"n the table. As itygot hot 
we often stopped the punkah for games at battledore 
and shuctlecack, We had a buggy and horse, and 
mightily chjeyed driving out to thg bind.” .T made 
some pure giryrer becrgafter the old ‘Binderton fashion,” 
but i was sO good we cquid nob detak it fast enh, 
“and many bottles burst theif Sarkesangl wore capended, 
And the boy, Georgie, throve apace, 

” Fora chiinge, ang to be at the Queem’s Birthday Ball 
at the Residency, we were to gofon'n visit ts ae Birds 
in the city. ‘The morning we were to start I woke 
before gunfire, and feeling sltgpilysin tl® swing cot 
at my side~fno baby | called the ayah ; she hdd not 
taken him—thé natives’ tales that sometimgs wolves 
came into thea, cantonment and stole the babies | 
Hasvever, after a lighting of candles atid search, he 
was found serenelys asletp under my bed, rolled in his 
snawl and bedding.” “Lhe Sot must have swung away 
when probably T placed him on one side, deposited 
him, and then resumed, its position, We chrivtched 
hin while inthe city, George Idward. While here 
there came ordets to Sep to join Headquarters as 

2 grooms * tailor, 
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Aselstant Adjutant-General. sThis appointment came . 
through the interest of his preat friend, Henty Todd ; 
Golonel ‘Titckes, thet Adjutent-Gendkal. Immediately 
ont little héfhe was a stene of Wistracting bustle, ,A list 
was made of everything We wisKed to ‘pfewith, and 
indeed Sep made a clean stvcep of ever hing—-china, * 
glass, and all but what heaimagined would be useful 
in camp life, and my own jfresgnts and boolts, which 
T refused to part with. We were ready to strs in four 
days, the roth Jane, ’59, precisely aygat after our gtart 
from Pagltnd, We were ae st@t from the Birds’ 
honse in the city, and travel in an ‘ equirotal,’ an 
American invention, I believe, the fitst advance upon 
palkees, ind*supposed to go either by-horse dak, om 
pushed"and pullod"by sixtcen, coolies atva time! It 
would contain just vo people, sittidt;*up by day, or, 
with “w lid over the ,foet-well, and extra cushiors, 
the two,dould Be in rather close ‘quarters at night—in 
our case vetyaclose tith the baby*-andewe wete go 
travel%ay and night.» All four whicels of this machine 
tuthed ander the carriage, for what mysterious reason 
I cannot say, but it wasa drefiglful arrangentent, for, if 
the horses were obstteperous at startings ot indeed at 
any time, which is the tule Jnd not tke exception with 
country** tats,’ and they go badkwardg instead of for- 
watds, whith is also their wont, yOu find Fourself 
capsized in a moment; the same if the coolies pulls 
and push ieregulatly, Qau luggake, went Qn the tep, , 
consistitfz of four ‘petarahs,’! "and the ayah in the 
middle of the Woxcs. Poor Sep’s bofls on hie chin 
werg séarcdly well, and soon Ztom his cramped position’ 


ory : oe 
1A coffer or box for carrying clothes in a palanquin, | Two of them were 
shing 8n 0 yoke or banghr 
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in the cattinge he rubbed his elbow, and they cane 
there, I was nursing thepbaby, so could Ratdly do 
very well dn chahce fooc'at the staging bungalows, 
Te wag awflly hof, Now and then we stfppec under 
a tree andeedoked sofie arfowrogt or made tea, ‘The 
cowlics were Hlow in che dy from heac, and at night 
whenever they tought ugasteeperhey would all but 
stop 3°86 we were nog [ think, much the quicker for 
equirotalaight and day, We ested a day or part of a 
day ,at Delfi wigh the Nicolls (Apngs being a niece 
of dla Mrs, Becher ande therelore colisif) jee was 
then killadar,! and lived over the Lahore Gaia. We 
were to drop the gartiage ac Umballa, and ous last 
wight werwere to travehin doolies® to the foot of the 
hills, the coad being too rough for wheels, of which 
T was thankfyl* « 8 ug ” 

© At Umbualla we rested f tthe house of ourdebatd- 
ship feiends, Mr. and Mis, Mayne—e wacdghaplain 
there ; and we ladits were pleasedbto megh and compare 
our respective babie$ and up-comntay experignges, I 
was net very well, for the great heat had given me boils 
on the bredst, which, however, | gefused to have lanced, 
In the evenipg we went on, aftivife very carky at 
Kalka, the stge,ac the fode of the hills, where soon 
after a hotel, so calledewas established. Sep thought 
to arremge for tff best by putting me in a douly to be 
eatti€d by eight mén ata tine, on tt contrivance of bars 
which they catiied “gow theig, shoulders, * Uefsrarted 
in a japan! not having a pony at commands but my 
right men at every rise—and the sise isemost contipa- 
aus pn that first march—wnlkel in step, with menstized 

, Juicer inSharge of che for ® ¥ covered litter, 
®o kind of portable sedan chair, 
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pace, to case themselves, ‘Ishis throws‘ up the unfor- 
tunate who is inside in a fry I haye never been able. 
to bear: “h makes ghy licadevoty painful, ancl sends me 
into liystdles, ‘his happched before ye got, many 
miles up the hill, ang I had to tke septate The 
ayah was put ia the dooly? and he walkyd all the way.’ 
This was a delight#ul arraggement to me, as we were 
able to talk ; and ah I the cxqyisite delight & turning 
the shoulder of the great hill on which Kutsowlee is 
built! first facing the north ; the great Siowy rage 3 
the firgtrenitl oF the deliciousspincd ; the*first sough of 
their dalicious branches | New life to the poor thing 
coming up from the hot toil below. You breathe 
hard, antl sigh, and open. cyes with joy tolovks at tha ~ 
gtand "panorama, before you,, and realise the great 
Elgalaya, LHow,cold the bungalow Soqmied, though . 
lay! We lightedsa®fite, and got warmed ant 
fed, andNtarted again to make’ another ‘march, and 
‘sleep half-way, at Kwckree Hutec.” ‘Tired enough | 
Suclt qwalk as that was no joke afany time; but after 
his iilmess ic was wonderful. Only his light muscular 
figure made Sep, equal alntos, always to afly fatigue, 
I could give hith oily short rests, getsing into the 
dooly at times when the sofd was leyel, und the men 
would Shuflle out of step as they doswhen on good 
behaviour. ¢ Next day we pushed th carly,“ oud I 
think Sep found a pony sens down’ to Syree, the last 
bungaldy, from Archyg hie eBrgther (afterwauds 
Geridral Sir Atehur Becher), for it was still afternoon 
when we arrived? at his pretty house af Chota Simta. 
I managed to keep to the devoly, from the entyance to 
Simla, for it rained Share and [was very nervous about 


1 Sumurhattd, now us station for Dagsbai_on the allea pgllway, 
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out teception, Arthur was another strange brother, 
though he was next Anddsw, the brother he loved 
best, and cdfled *Putrey.’* His wife was formerly a 
Miss Ford ; "bor mother Was nidce to old Bacle Cray 
“ « €. 
(my méther uncle by matriage) of Putsey, and so 
“wast in a way,la fag-off connexion, as she called cousins 
with that family, towards which I*stood in the same 
degree of relationshipy Wut she kad no nearer rela- 
tions, artd“thep, and still, she wi// adopt mine and call 
cousins withthetm without distingtion, Prinseps and all! 
They were both standtég in the verandah te  pecsive 
‘us, with the boy Arty, then seven years old. “T don’t 
remember being at all impressed with the heartiness 
Gf our, fcépfion, Fan was always ,cotd hd very 
netvous, which made per manner ae alupt fs cold. 
It wag propesed’ we should livg wih them fog 
remainder of that season, paling our share sfwatds 
housekeeping ; al any ratc we wore’to why, Willie 
(Golonel D. W, Becher of the Sse pie or 
as he was then called as often, Iaccit, was cithgr there 
beforéwe attived of came up very shortly after, And 
now I knely all the brother? except Jopn. Menry, Sull, 
Andrew, Arehur and Willic—sh survived, George, 
the eldest, Ifviieg dicd ‘spme time ago, and two as 
small children,, The ne sister, Harriet, MR, John 
Huighiison, 1 {rgot lo say we had seen n our way 
“up at Allyghus, stypping there for a day, 1 may as 
well*say here that, Anelfow Ig married g wid&w, Mrs, 
Moore, in ingland, an old flame, During hisfurlough 
Sch fad kept Bir as much away front her as he cgudd, 
but, as die himself wept’, his guardian fepatted, he 
succurpied to the inevitable, rfarrfed and came out in 
the spring of"1850, 
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Fan’s baby, Edith, was juSt six weeks old when we 
came to Simla, a jolly liek thing, Mut mine avas a fine 
bouncing fellow 3 and Ediéhad a native nfrue as dhye,! 
which I Idoked upon as agnisfogiune. I fernember but 
little of tht few weeks of our combs d household, 
I very much enjoyed the fun of the brother? all 
together, somethie neweto me, but I soon,’ found 
Mrs, Tan had a sharp tongud, and sometimes there 
were spattings—~also new to me, excep! in tite case of 
Mz. Beecheroft, but he had it all to hignsclf, Iyliked 
Willieglut made ‘tittle advative itt his atquaintance, as 
Fan was also very jealous of any infringement on her 
prerogatives of service and attertion, I think it must 
have keen sompthing of that which ledtd the quaxs¥l* 
between Sep and het, which happened one evening at 
dimget, but to which I wagnot at all alive until,Sep in 
our room said héShould look for a house the 
very naxMylay, At breakfast they were ‘ cuts’ also to 
me, somethite quité unknown a astonishing ; out 
Sep Wag prompt; antl we got into our quarters forth- 
with, a funny little house called,’ General Adiims Ka 
Kotee,’ Iwas close.to Colovel ‘Iucker’s house, which 
was a convenience 1o both him and Sep; and we, 
boughy odds and ends of she most Hidedus kinds; of 
china and glass Cor camp use, ahd cangp beds and tables 
to add to the very scanty supply p&t into whe, were 
then called,‘ furnished’ hoases jn Simla, So behold 
ow, Home Nop. 2, and ye witl‘how perccive, iny tare 
childreti, that from this time for many years we were 
-Hewely in qny héuse foras much as a year contintously, 

Oct, 1850, Ih this queer’ listle abode we were-only 
a short time, for it wad the end of Sis’ Chatles!Napiex’s 

1 daian wet-nured, 
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tout of command, and He was to be accompanied ley 
a flying camp (flyinig cainps honsist af single-pole tents 
only) and a Small*stal to AMooltan, awhence, he stacteck 
for Uingland§, and they, assgmbling the large camp at 
Kurnaul, the ita were to nivel, to Agra and meet 
Sk Wikiam Gomm, the new Commancder-in-Chief, 
No ladies march with a flying campfso Twas to remain 
behind and go dowa the fill in time to join the big 
camp omthe rst January. ‘They left Simla some time 
in Ogtober, aad Tawent on a vis to Jetog soon alter, 
Jutog is a small cantonstnt three miles ffont Simla, 
the headquatters of the Nusseree Local Battalion, a 
Goorkha Regiment,? then commanded ‘hy Major 

OBrien, Wh gvas kindgnough to ask me to slay with 
them rather than remain alone, ‘he wife “was a 
rather ,stupide pefson, much coved oby his vic 
temper, ‘They had qwo childech, rather big fo nd ft, 
There was also staying there a Mes, Uuptipries, a 
widow, a relstion, with one litle pil She was very 
nice, and we became good friende. Che was engaged 
to marily Tudor "Lucker, an old friend of both Arthur ” 
and Sep, 1 had becomequfite azides, I Mada geey 

~Cabul pony, sather sough-—one Sep bought from a 
bxother office? at@ucknowsand sent up to Simla, and 
now left with mg, Ue fad with him a nice liu Arab 
called Waverley, twhich he had bought {8m Willie. 
At Simla T had been gidingea charming bay coh, called 
~Purtl, belonging gp Captain Stimpson, ‘The yrtey was 
a very steady hill animal, and I rode alone, mfstly to 
Sinlla,“as Jutog stands out alone and The road toyed 
the bare kill is very deegry. Poe Mss. Of Brith had 
to try yitl ride With me now ahd then, but she was 
awfally timid dhd never went far, d think she rftver 
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“vEntured “Altera cettain grill < spill’ she got at the 
back of the ITill, when slg walked! homg, ‘I enjoyed 
wanderingsand e&plpring, and I femember once T 
went to our old quarters gnc day, shige at (Le back 
of the Station, and J imagjned there must bea way to, 
the entrance by thg back instead ofthe Mall, and got 
into some small roads and4ost myself, I mey asnative, 
who said I must go‘back. Pred was a pathghead, but 
only for men, not horses. ‘Show thw yay,’ [ said ; 
‘this horse will go wherever a spatt cap go,’ aad he 
did, getting over some tiny bridges and here'and there 
4 small jump over a watercourse, ‘This is the great 
pleasutg, of riding these hill pontes : Yan ,cag go any, 
where, though at a canter they tire not mach, + , 

Jany, 18519 My boy was gdtting g jolly big fellow, 
ith delight L*startedy down the hill befece the 
ed the passe td stay a few days with Mrs: . 
Mayne antijoin the gamp at Surnavl, one night’s dak 
flor Umballtt ‘The early dawn ef rst. January fovthd 
.me jogging into th&® deserted station in my palkce, 
Presently a figure in the hlue-braided unifgrm f love 
to see (the most beoming *of all male attive) and 
white-covered helmet rodg up, and j§mped down 
beside gic. ‘There was my #Iub, havifig made all ready 
for me at the bungalow to spend thy night ayd start 
thence on my first day’s match ‘noxt morningwe My, 
fitst sight of the Commgntleg-ingChigl’s great camp 
was a itgat, balways hae loved the lool of the pieat 
broad street of, handsome large tentw—three acrgss 
thesap, the great durbar tept and two large double-» 
pole tchts—one {gr Sir William, the, other for Lady 
Gomin ; six square hill tents, three on, cach side for 
the Personal staf? thensthe large double-jaded tents 
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allotted to the’ gencral stfiA Our tent was properly"a 
captain’s imazqueef but by the absgnee of the Deputy 
Adjutant-Geheral (Colong] ‘Chestgr)y who samained af 
Simla,*we pal a large,tent [ike those of the heads of 
departments, & ‘These fad three compartiftnts under 
the innér fly, and « large space between the inner and 
outer flicg all round—most Siseful. 
Now began a great ablight—to We awakened by the 
cheery, Tively sound of the ‘General’ turn-out, the 
childtand ayak. in the palkec firs, and then after a cup 
Ln o oe Woe 
of coffee start with all speed on our ‘horses, sti ia the 
dark, going on quietly till ic was light, and then for a 
allop to, camp, Gerferally the march was some twelve 
thiles, sometinaes bad sead, or a longer match would 
cause us to starkon the lephant fox the first few miles 
(juniors of d€partments were nob allowed eleplypedts, 
but Colonel ‘Tucker, being a Machelor, kjpdly ned 
his to us). We were generally up at the ng 
about half-pist sevaa, and dismountedin the street 
for general greetings and chat, and? th€nweall separated 
for breakfqst. Aftcmthat to wash and dress the child 
and myself, get a little test, ant,agajn se-fack those 
great camel tfunks to be gasily closed, and started in 
the evening for te next ground, Aftes Junchgon we 
often rade ot wage on the elephant, or walked if there 
jvas anything to See at our halting-place, or dawdled 
in the street, or sat ag the &nt door to meet ourfellow- 
traVellers, ‘heres wat “alwafs a natives cegiment on 
esgort and a daachment of cavalry, and the ciVilian of 
the district generally agcompanied “us through his 
terthory* All these made an cnormous following. I 
believafve were said to move 6,000 people—followers 
and ‘bawaar? included,—dinner eatly enough 8 let 
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he servants pack and swith the camels, ‘They 
had to be gut of carap by nine o’clogk, by, which time, 
I think, may vf tts glso want to bed. The servants 
mostly marched at nights and gvhen yo ghipk they 
walked, an@ had to ‘be up and prepare our tents gnd. 
cook breakfast by, seven in the nforning, you will 
allow natives are good scrvApts | Sometimes yve dined 
in one of the othef tenis, ‘camp’ fashiongas it was 
called, out servants bringing out dinner age cquipage, 
even to chairy*whicl? were, never Blongiful in tents, 
Sometigyes by invitation at the ‘Big Tent’ (after Sir 
William joined) or in the stations where we wete all 
generally and particularly entertdined by the station, 
and thegCommander-in-Chief gave a dinner in-wreturn, 
T had my chrrmihg Punch to*tide, gid Sep’s pretty 
n horseback smadg Waverley lool? quite dandy 
ich hegeally was*not, Only Colonel Tucker 
; s Sep, gt looked as ‘well, and he always 
had beautify pole The Mountains, ‘too, alwéys 
shad beautiful Englist* horses ; she rode well, and the 
old Colonel was very proudof here With heg I became 
moke intinfate han adty othe# lady of the staf. She 
was thuch younger than hetghusband, wlfp was Adjt.- 
Genetal,of Queen’s ‘Troop, We w&te both fond of 
drawing, mysic and books, and I musyown thay] saw 
very little love of cultivation of "any intcllastual 
pursuils anywhere round nfo, Mine was the only 
baby in gamp,ofox I think Fan rémamed at Simla ‘Hat 
yeas, * . ‘ Pa 

We,narghed to Agm, apd Sir William Gomm 
joined us, We were thete fot a fortnight or ntgre, for 
Harriet Hutchinson came from Allyghyy and*stayed 
a week with us, bringing hes two children, Gaizic agd 
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Geotgie, vety misgrable enfng creatutes, We pitched 
our second gent behind ous for them. Hare Willie’s 
tegiment be stationcd,-amd theyegdt uj theptricals for 
our entertainent, and I dressed him as a lady for his 
-parg, and a very nice-looking lady he was, just a trifle 
tall and a little afvleward as to hand. Our old ship 
servant, Ouno, had been stat to this regiment, and I 
proposed Ao lake his wile to Simlf as my servant, as I 
was just i the boy and she was rather sad, 
havitig lost Iker baby ; 80 she’ came away arith us, 
The boy was bonny and just on his feet, buwhe was 
cuiting big teeth, and just after we left Agta he began 
40 get diarsheea, ‘The stall doctor was 4 yong. man 
and reflised té' come neftt ladies if he coald, so he would 
only send somo medicfhe at Sep’s xéport of the case, 
rot efen secing the child, alt was%oo strong andeide 
him faint, and the man said, ‘Give him half*then?; 
but he did not feel better, and ay Delhi wesaw Agnes 
Nftoll, who had plenty of children, of*her own, and 
she advised I should leave camp and either wait at Um- 
balla or ge up the Ttill, fos, it was March agel growing 
very hot in the day, $6 I starfed from their quarters 
over the Lahore Gatewayrdestined to be so famous in 
’57 a8 the scene Of ong ofthe most horrible episodes 
of thas year. SJenry Nicoll was then [illadar, os 
scommanding the Ning of Delh’s Palace Regiments, 
Afared, 1851. 1 wong, to Ymbaila to my Criond Mrs, 
Mayne again, and here the child becante so gill that I 
put of my stak to the hills fora few gays, and though 
the house was very full, Colonel and Mra, Lgasford 
aud theif childgon staying therg, they managed to give 
me aut Mrs,.Dunn a little soom and bathroom, He 
became freiger and the doctet said f might go, but he 
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w6uld not allow me to feha*the chjld much, though 
he was so, hungry he cried for the other children’s 
food. Tha day tht goot lite man fainted again, and 
next day I was told he wanld pgobably, die} J bent 4 
tunner for 6ep, who was with the camp not mgny , 
matches off, and tired out I slept very heavy that 
night, and Mis. Dunn watdhed., Poor Mrs, Quan had 
had such a bad toothache that so far she had left me 
neatly all the nursing to do, Next morning thé doctor 
said, “Tf he slg¢ps nowy for an hout*or qnore hegmay 
do,’ an mn sat watching, Presonify a hired ayah, who 
came to do work for me, came to the outer door of 
the bathroom and sattled hard bedause it was fastened, 
The child awoke and I went torgive hinwa little food, 
but he gave a little struggle ahd was gone |—at the 
hofs,and on the annéversaty of his birth’? “ . 

Zs rob, 1851. Telddkced all day for my husband, 
but he did*ygt come, Mz, Mayne butied my little one 
next mornings end Sep came in dak an hols late. * 

We both left tat fight for Simla—a sad journey | 
He gricved a good deal for the fiestborn ; put t had 
him, and ‘fhe was oytrything—the children always 
secoridary if he were there, and sorrow dfew us nearet 
together, and though I grieved Iwas fiot fcatibroken, 
Poot Mrs. Dunn was very sad, and plter we got to 
Simla dsagged on for a while, trying t0 make pork 
for hersglf, for she hated to be idle, and vainly ying 
to teach the ayah to sweep into dormers, only cliciti&y 
the complaint, ‘she breaks all my br@oms’ (yhigh 
articles belpng to the ayahs), and at last with tears 
confessed she a go, home, «she could not*bear’ it, 
and was packed offy hot weather notwithstandiag, to 
her hiisband. 
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So we took up our Aefute in a little house on the 
bazaar side of the Ilill, near what was then (in Lord 
Dalhousie’s time) Govginmeny louse, and nearly 
undef the Bank, whose yoy, dear Bess, were born six 

, mgnths later, Tarly in the season Mrs« Humphreys 
was nfartied to Pudor Tucker from ous house, We 
had sugh a small and metry luncheon patty in their 
honour, Colonel Tucker {was coustn to the bridegroom, 
of whdm ze was very fond, and had not much ap- 
proved of his nfarrying,, MiseIIumphreys, however, 
told me he did me"the ‘honour to gay that h& nephew 
must have chosen a nice person, since I uked hes, 
~Colone],‘lucker wa a woman-hater, professedly, and 
with many ladies, mysister-in-law in especial, he took 
no pains to conceal his‘lislike ; but 40 mo,he-was always 
ekinds and, though 1 saw,vety late of him, he, wen 
sent me the most cxtraordnasy presents—t)ay yens: a 
swing cot for thg coming baby; a set gflawers for 
ttimming ¢deess ; a bundle of Chikon "work 3% lot 
of French books picked up second-hand artd a small 
edition af Moliére I still have. Sep got on well in 
office with him, and hi¢dding 9 caysed sGne jealousy 
to Colonel Gnester, who was Deputy Adjutant-General, 
and conceived %hat Colonel ‘Lucker gave the sub- 
ordinate too much confidence. Sep was now well 
an fait of his werk, and necded no longer to be at the 
desk carly and latey and Inanaged at timgs ta,gend out 
10 me a good desl, “We ral Macaulay's Lne/and and 
Kaye’s Afghanistan this year with much pleasure, and I 
think we began to make. stit to getup the Staff Book 
Clib, which became quite a success, I think we, with 
the Joon Goughs and Captain Lugard, made the first 

tyre, cidyn, Anbroidery. 
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move for it, Captain Lu ind managed as long as he 
was at heagquartetssand then it passed tq,me for the 
last two yeas of ouf sigy at Sigala. Our little house was 
two-storied, luckily for us foreone day ‘in, the’ rains 
we were floided. A coolje left an old basket in the’, 
gutter of the steep goad leading down to the house, 
thereby diverting ihe torres, of avater into therbback of 
the house instead of past it! The first alarg was on 
my opening the door of the drawing-roomed saw Sep’s 
dressing-goom dull of 8vater apd his ‘slippers floning 
gtacefulky towards me, just topping the clokut, or 
wooden door sill (aot sunk in the floor as at home), 
Happily ye could retreat upstairs while she nud was 
removed the floor dried, an& fresh gaudy totton 
floor cloths were ‘put down, which gréy took a day 
or Byo, = ) id -. 

Edwait Pringep came ap on. leave and spent a 

smonth watlMys; very jolly and fulb of fun, and on 
leawing beggedac jnight be godfatlter 10 thé new babf, 
which hofour we dulf gave him, but I don’t think he 
remembered it | * * 
r) . ‘ 

On the 30th Septertber, 1891, was the investiture 
of Sit Hugh Wheeler as GC.B. and gfgnd, ball at 
Government House, 1 had*not,bcen*able to get out 
for some time past, and had sent foyea nurse Ahad 
engaged from Subathoo, She had akg baby ofeher 
own, sewen months old, ylifcl sbe was obliged, to 
bring ; a, greny nuisancey*but the vroman was well 
enough, On that,evening Sep offered tosstay at home 
with img, bue Government Ilopse was near, and I said 
he must go and I would go to bed. I did, hd félL 
fast asleep till his retutn, when 1 was mugh intebested 
with the account of the cexemony., But sopmehe hag 
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to go back againeand brie our friend and neighbour, 
Dr, Cannog, from the fegtive scene, and yery quickly 
such a funny little darkwaired pal? of a carature made 
her appoartnee justebefore midnight (rst October, 
1851), and went io sleep ike a good clfild with two 
fists crammed ifito her face, Ingleed, she had to be 
good for she didn’t rect,finuch nursing, "had but a 
poor sposimen of an ayah; they all hated the march 
so much we found it very difficult to get any good 
on¢s; and svhen the Jaaby was clean days old the 
English nurse struck work, and said she Yas ill and 
must go, so I had to bestir myself, more especially as 
- otders chad ¢ome round for camp to assemble at the 
foot Of the ‘hills on ft November, which ipvolved a 
start on the #8¢h October, We had adong march to 
»PesKawat before us, of shree nfonths there and fhree 
months back, the first ufmeea Commander-in-Chief 
had visited the station, and the goads ies neat praction 
able for any whee# cartiage be rong Wiclum—ifeas far 
—ther, We had engaged aaatbed house fdr the next 
season, at the back of the Bank Lill, called ‘ Snow- 
view,’ a little house bélonging4o Colonefucker, and 
where he Had hitherto himself lived. Ie now moved 
up to ‘The Crfigas,’.a latge house in Jacko, go all our 
beleagings hast to be packed and cleargd out before 
werset out on the 28th. 
od Was not sixoms, gudugh to ride down the hill, so 
had to endure the, to me, reater tril of hours in a 
dampan, canted parlly by coolies who took turns with 
my own men, the chill inemy arms. We sgarted in 
-compday with Arthus and Lyn, Sep naturally rode on 
ahead with them, sometimes walking, just ahead, so 
that Irsoyld see them and half Hear all their i and 
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lavfghing. At last I got soltited and hystetical that I 
thought it truly hard to be jeft slone, the only one of 
the party who warted care and company, and finally 
I did send for him. I gotyso opt of sorts pe fiad to 
arrange for the ayah to take the child for a while and , 
allow me a little peage and Lest, Werslept at thé Half- 
way Bungalow. We werd going down by gnother 
than the usual road from sina vie Kalka and, Umballa, 
The camp assembled at Roopur, and this sped was the 
outlet towards the Pusfab, ‘The Burlgalew was Mote 
than fulkand brimming over, and’ the space in front 
crammed With ponics and jampans, Asthur had ridden 
on and segured a toom for Fan, thd bathrqom gf which, 
they gavg up to ws, Old Lady Sule arived 4 litte later 
pet jampan, crammed tight with flowerjots and parcels 
all yound her, so that she cpuld not move, remmineck 
there all night, We to#k Ber some of our supper, and 
Sep also “cue a jampan outside, agwlid many others, 
for people kepPartiving ; some passed on if the coolfes 
would cafry them! * . 

We could hardly have gonc intoscamp nexg day, for 
there was a*bungalow, Kearct tMe foot of the hills than 
Roopis, and I remember I rade into cam/f.to my great 
delight, , I was always welleand hapjy when I could 
tide, Atthus was then Deputy Quarteymaster-General, 
General Garden, Q.M.G. Genera? Bitch, Jadge 
Advocaig-General, had his tert Pew: outs, Our march 
took us through the Céojerat® district, where ‘hy 
cousin, James Prinsep, was Magistrate, and, as it, was 
the duty ofgthe civilian of cagh district to arrange for 
provisioning the camp, either he or his.deput? poner 
ally accompanied us for the time, I had tlus, the 
pleasure of James” company for some daysy durigg 
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which we were greater Yrknds than we had been"at 
home, he egnfiding to me his allgction for his cousin 
Maggic Hunter, of whose fuscinatjorflhad alyeady heard, 
At Lahare there wate, of course, pay doings for us 
vrokalls, dinners, reviews. Lonly zemember one dinner 
distincfly, at Philfp Melville’s ; hawas not matried— 
or his wife at home, Teknov not, but ‘we,’ the ¢ staf’ 
were mostof us there, We were fl making the move 
to depart. when he suddenly, at the imprudent sequest 
of s@meone, hogan to recile-—-dne of Grabh’s Lads of 
the Hall. Most of us were standing, and very ited we 
became, for it lasted an unconscionable time’! 
qo Lfeatal am,somewhat forgetful of that long march 3 
the dafs of my journag began much later, and I have 
often been samy 1 keht none in theseebusy days of 
matctics in ‘the Plains and seaions at Simla, , At 
Wuzerabad-we christened the baby, giving her three 
names, neither of them very pretty—Lligeherh Char- 
lofte Sophia’: her two godmothers hein Mss, Birgl and 
Mts, Mountain, You may he fmused, deaf, to hear 
you weresaken to ¢hurch on an ¢lephant, as were the 
company! I daresay a firelty sae, with Me gorgeous 
staf unifornfs and the sgatlet trappings which* were 
the clephant’s full dregs | © e 
Geaeral Garden diel one match beyond Jhelum, 
Heo was much lifted, and we Iulted a day” while they 
took him back and burked him in the litele,station, 
Arthur became Quattermastér-Generaly named by Sir 
William and onnfirmed lates, 

We made long marches. Peshawar was attpinable 
in threg‘months ;_ only so, hy quing twelve, and same- 
timesestxtcen miles v day, for us, not fatiguing, but for 
the cameleqad numberless suzvants, others who walked, 
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ant{ the regiment, it is far, # pt up asithis ‘was for seven 
months, testing onjy on Sundays and at the large 
stations. {ery cohl jt was qs we went sforth and to 
higher ground, I had to get w@ollen stuff and tig up 
a kind of ridge pole fox curtains for my bed, and take 
the child in to sleog with fhe, she was so cold + A’ it' 
was, the fat thing was literally blue and red from cold, 
though as jolly as possible *and in solls of fat’) We 
lined the palankin in which she travelled »with thick 
felt called ava, andSrolled her up in, the’ quilt for 
het cc sa before daylight, aitd the*ayah did not 
dtess her*till the sun rose. I lined my habit with a 
watm ugdersiixt, and we carticl a ‘ cordial ” com- 
forter ig thé hewdah of the elephant, pa which wé! 
rode till daykight: As we got*into the hilly country, 
or tathet I should cadl it tavine * couhtzy$ the ae | 
were often very slows “Ihe road was not made, an 

the avaiphig road tan ‘through natgow gorges where 
therg was onl, toon? for onc loaded camel to pase at 
a times And, as tHescdcasts are very bad-tempered and 
tefractoxy, it constantly happened shat one would kick 
and fall, cfst itsdoad,*always 4 a bad place, and stop 
the whole stream of itaflic yptil it was pieked up again 
then ,was trouble unless the hoses Gould pick a 
way round, or up the sockl® If we were on the 
elephant I‘have more than once tach-hoen turk’ most 
cleverly the,space being tow natrgw to do so on their’ 
four feet. They will plete theLorefeet on the lmtik,’ 
and patiently shuffle them by degtces,till they com- 
pletely piypted found aa the hindlegs! Not pléasaht, 
for those in the howdah, buf very clever! Meither is 
the sensation pleaSant’on the same animal cessing a 
dees sivet, “I have becngon its back nfarly out of its 
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depth, but if they have tolswim they cannot carry” a 

howdah. A stixting life andl so happy! I enjoyed it 
heastily, and to this day Theartjly love the sound oF 
that inspixiting | General? which waked us half an hour 
before the hour for march; and also thorbeating off 
‘at Cight in the avening, ater which all the camels 

which were to be seng onto the next ground must 

bundle off sharp, We fhade a forced march into 

Rawal Pingi, that is. to say a second march in the 

afternoon, ‘Theré had been sonte rain find they feared 

more, which ‘vould’ have made thé road infabe 

A forced march is most fatiguing and confusing ;- all 

the animals and people get mixed up and crowded on 

The xoad, atch that is x mde when you-‘Consiger the - 
great camp we,macched with in those days was said 

meve six’ thdusand people and nearly as many 

animals, goats and sheep inetidal. We halted several 

days for est agd rain at Pindi. Bayqad that 

came marches along beds of rivers, af over pne, 

if not more, passes where we passed over the*remains 

of grdnd roads, or gauseways, built centuries ago by 

the conquerors of India; “andéhe grand* citadel of 
Rhotas destreyed by an egrthquake, the only thing I 

ever saw which came upeto the representations of 
earthquakes giveg in chikdzen’s picture books, - 

. a Daytye dined in the Mountains’ tent, and 

played  childsen’s gapies fox the occasion, I ysed to 

draw with Mrs, Movitfain 6h days when. there was 

leisure, of a halt, or when we were not tired, but I 

have so few sketches (and very feeble) char it could 

not have -been often | She and Colonel Mountain were 

. * i a . e iM ‘ 
very fond of the child. After we rode into camp the 
custom wag to“foregather in she ceritxe street to Walk 
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a Tittle warmth into our ftet and Mands numbed: by 
riding, and chat. He used,to go out to the end and 
watch for ghe actival p£ my pallee (generally the first 
in, for we always had a gapd sq of begrets), apd take 
the little one out and carry her to us on his shoulder, 
Sha was shott-coatgd and , strong ball of a thittg, and 
sat up vety mertily, I had nagty little Musgulmance 
ayah who, I fancied, pinchell her, so I tutyed her off 
and, managed with a good-tempered gyetranee, ox 
under ayah, ogty, I Mad a yery godd ghild’s bgpres, 
too, who tan beside the palked and’ amused’ and 
casted hh about outside the tent, 
Peshawar isa singular place, but I don’t hege intend 
to do guide Bo@k in any way. wits pictusesquesbazaar 
and lovely panortma of hills ate’among the memories 
of my busy day's. The crosging of tht iver below the 
impregnable Fort of ‘Artock, , strangely beautiful, 
We. retugned by the same road, and were getting 
‘tired, enough", of tif life and alonging to retern 
to Simla’ but: Six” Waliam wished to see Kangra and 
Noozpoor in the Hills on our return; so wa diverged 
from Lahdke, oyuch@l up? tite pretty valley to the 
‘foot ‘of Nootpoog Fort, where we balted awhile, 
and the Commandet-in-Chief and hi¢ party left us to 
go along the plains, skixting the hills, while they went 
through thém to sejoin us at Ho heyarpoor,, We 
visited ghe ojd Fort, and Avghangmerchants brought 
Russian tea, china, shawlsaind Ca¥pets for sale, I Live, 
as relics of the place, the two large cupspalmost bowls, 
and a little jade*square’cup bought there and given 
me later, Lady Gomi gave me a yery handsome 
striped shawl, long since worn out! We maatched 
undet command of Colonel Mountain dufing,their brief 
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absence, Lovely! views i the distant snowy sane, 
with the hasren, and ugly Sewalic as foreground, 
followed us all the way y but it,wés getting hot, and 
it was qleeady April 182, avd J was gelting worn out ; 
80 dl was seliled for me to make a start fav Simla and 
take possession &f ‘ Snow View,,, about a fortnight 
eatlicr than the camp rokt up. Arty, Acthuf’s eldest 
boy, then about nine, was‘sent up With me, £ got our 
things selilgd in, and being in time to get the little 
ctudg hill cherries which ripch in Spring il such 
things caitéver be Called ripe —I made some cherry 
brandy, Master Arty, the day after the chefries were 
ghottled, gdeygloped a sudden and alarming gttack of 
colic, bul asehe confgssed to havings sfixreptitiously 
eaten an inordinate quantity of the wretched ftuie it 
wvas nf wonder | “On the arrival of the camp [ managed 
to make our litle house: dagtie, and,put up Agchur 
and Fan and thaeaby Udith for a fewsdays; the . 
retton I fofget, Lesuppose ‘ Woodvillé? was ynder 
repair, os perhaps it was in that fear Arthur began the 
alterations to convett it into the beautiful house he 
made it, ‘They only aSrived tfe fires webk in May. 
‘That year wis very pleasant, ‘I'he little Bessie was a 
precocious thing®; she was nearly seven months old 
where came yo from camp, and I remember her so 
well gitting up the table with her supper df milk and 
sliges of toast, the elifmimyjar Ichind her. ,f never 
allowed any of ny childraf™o be feck on the floor, 
Tadiaa fashiom I had learnt a severe lesson as to 
‘over-fecding, so she wag but, moderately fed. 1 had 
to Weagther entirely soon after our return—the long 
marcls told upon me, ‘ 
1 kimmatgar, 0 file-seevant, 
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Henty Prinsep came up to spend his three months’ 
leave with us. Oyr house was thenceforward the 
home Senelcave * of all thece brother’. William 
Bécher, too, came up, ‘There were amateur fheairicals 
for which helped to diess both, We lived close 
behind the Mountajns’ hobse, and Twas a grent deal’ 
with hei; with Lady Gdimme too, who liked me 
better than the * o&her Mig Becher” ‘The Archery 
Club was set going unger John Gough agd his wife 
(Queen’s Quait8rmastr-Gengral), antl the Book Club 
became great under Colonel Lugatl,  * 4 

gai, 

Octobor™ 852. Sit William and Lady Gomm planned 
a itip to Cheenee in Vhibet for autumn, as there was, 
to be ng métch that cold wpther, but ‘a camp of 
exercise at Umbafla, Only a certain aumber of the 
stall were to accompany them-—no heads of depatt, 
ments, but repxosentative®of each, Colonel Tucker 

. depuicd Seg, to be his, and Lady Gamm asked me to 
go ap hep ohily coshpanion, Twas cltarmed, and 
atranged* with Mis. Mountain, who agreed to take 
charge of the child for us. ‘This was, indeed, deélight- 
fal march |* Par awaygoto thehills, riding mostly, aud 
catricd in a thing called a gandy* if tired: this is a 
durvee, ,HOw very common in England, the small 
prayer carpet of the Last, slung frgm a pole in the 
style of a hammock: one end caliode and youstand 
by the pole, while this is hookgl round you, then 

A t es: fi : 
sling yoursclfein as the“nen “fiseethe pole to Mfeir 
shoulders at cach end ; ‘you firid yourself sitting across 
with the pole in’ front af you; you can also lie in it,, 
when you must get in as into a-hammock, IL és cattied 
by two men, very fast, and is much casiets{han a 

Va cloth alung lke a hanimuck to bamboo styl, 9 aLaRos anal carpet. 
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jampan, and delightful for seeing the country. T could 
not take an ayah, so I had alittle daughter of my ayah’s 
to fetch and canry in my tent, who Was ‘mos bercarcied 
on het, father’s backs, We were all Sir William’s 
gucsts; they did things truly ev prince We only 
cattied’ very light“lugaage dhd very small tents, We 
genetally had coffee sorved"by our own servants very 
early and started on the march, fifding late breakfast 
at some appointed place on the road where we all 
met, picnic faghion. We rested 'n fow fours, qoel then 
strolled on as we pléased to the end of the magch, ten, 
twelve, of at xare times sixteen miles, We Iffd dinner 
gil together, ja a rotitce! Sic William carried for the 
purpose ; played oe games ef talked, awhile 
and dispersed early. Genetally we had ea large hole 
made soutsidd out tont angl a grtal log fire lighted, 
round which most of the péfilamen would gather to 
smoke and chat.s‘The party was a chaymiag one: 
Colonel Yaid, the pifvate secretary, a fnost clever agtist ; 
Dr, Peskitt; the three A.D.C’8, Captains Douglas, 
Stapyltonand Vyseg [luntley Garden, Quartexmaster 
General Dept. ; ColonePLafgard Tor Golone? Mountain 
and Gough ;*Colonel Ottgr, interpreter; and Sep, all 
very hatmonious*and happy, Sit William and I were 
gteat cronies. Tg uscd to tell me never-ending stories 
of his,Peninsulasksampaign and his young days as we 
sat outside the tenia in the afternoons plier short 
in, a 
match,’ Once 1 sementher Mts amusing himgelf with 
going. into the tent and appearing again repeatedly, 
each time in a different hat and coat, and Laly Gomm 
and’ I sat and worked together, athen there were 
sketchre to be made by Colonel Yates, and it was part 


1y senall far, 
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ofthe day’s worl to watch his daily peodiction, Some- 
times Lalsg tried, bug I was quite out of the way of doing 
dinythistimnetill, fr8m,him I learnt a good deal, I think. 

We dived down at the gifth qnarch from, Koteghur, 
the Missio:§ Station, into the valley of the Sutloj, and 
had to make a forged mach for fer of a stofm, and 
lest the fiver should tise, ahd owt road was between it 
and the high rock’, very sherow, and only madg by 
digging away the rok and fqrming a ledag, very soft 
and crumbly ;, "the river below, the’ precipice above. 
We had to make ‘our way by tofchlight the last few 
miles, ‘remember Sep was very nervous about me 
and my gear old Punch, Sep and most pf the gentle. 
men walked’ and I was mdXt carefully’ piloted by 
Gunoo, Sep*s fatthful and handsome ehuprasee, We 
had come down tliat day the firs? of thoscexocky’ 
staircases whicl became daiitc familias Inter, steps that 
wee quitequmps for the hotses, bysny beloved Punch 
was,so senisihte., I only put thé reins flown onethe 
pommell to give hi”his head quite {ree and sat still, 
and he did it all beautifully, I den’t suppgse dhyone 
else tode downe “Tht chiki of the temperatute was 
vely “great from Koteghut, certainly 8,800 feet high, 
to that,close, hot valley, the tives at the bottom tearing 
and foaming so that we had to shrigk at one another 
to be heard at all, even standing offs We palted a, 
day at ghe queer little naige capigal, Rampore, for the 
Rajah ig payshis respec, andl“to ece the fait, Where 
most of the soft ehwiders* are bough by meighgnts 
for the yoet’s sales. They uged then to be made in the 
villages and districts in anal hand legs and brotght 


2 "Teo Rampore chuddgs, a shawl made of plain "Lmpetan wodlAwas once 
famous, and imported id Laglandeln lage quantities, 
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there for sale. we dined in an open wooden structtne 
in the centre of the (own, @ foot supported, on carved 
wooden pillars partly painted, Thé river ante side’; 
the natives, mych amawed aad diverted, standing about 
dn the open square in front. We found a storpion neat 
Lady Gomm’s chifir. i 
The next march, stéll along the river he and we 
foynd ourtents pitched in corner of the rocks close 
to the torment, near a bsidge which was to be crossed 
next, mornings at starlings Whie a bildge | We had 
never seen one like it, ‘Ihe manner is, I. believe, 
Chinese, and the name Sanga, It consists Cf trees cut 
sto diMesent lengths and placed one tics above the 
other, reach honger thé the lower tier} thgse piles 
project from either shore till the.end$ are nent enough 
éo allew of a izec being laid actas§ to span the remgin~ 
ing distance, In this cascetlicse wery two trees and 
the distance somessayenty feet; loose planks wete laid - 
across tlic to. treed; the soaring: teuieht far below ;* 
the spring, as one walked acros$, so great that only 
two or thyce crossed at one time, and they must care 
fully nof keep step, or tere wasigreaw chante of being 
danced off i¢to the hopeless, merciless gulf below. 
One white pony? was,zestive and did go over; of 
course no one qsempted to recover him, I cannot 
a Say T Lied it, Wey had to leave all our ponies at this 
place; the roads beyond 4yere too natiow, and the 
steps too stecp fomsidiip. . 
eabe ‘new road? to Cheenee was even at this time 
passable, almost to Rampece, but Sir Williana preferred 
travelling by the old, it which I should always agree. 
The new road follows one level as nearly as posgible, 
making lang detours; and the plefsure of seeing, all 
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thé beauties of these glorious hills by being now on 
high, and now belqyy, is qyite lost. 1 always for the 
shme reams pacfered the oll road up f:din Kalka to 
Simla; the rlew is so mgnotqpously wearisome | I 
believe nowgthere is a horse dak up it.” Speed carsies 
the day in this age ggainst all calmer'pleasures | : 

To-retatn, Our marche’ weye still more grand in 
chavacter after this? and aswe got highcy, up quite 
cold at night, and our great log fixes were vegy pleasant. 
I wish I had ktpt a Soncnal bus nbw ,t’ don’t wish 
to go tod slowly dver the ground, Cifenec its@lf is 
14,000 fed above sea level and eightecn marches from 
Simla, The bungalow Lord Dalliousie built for Lady 
Dalhougie wad placed at one site of a presfy extensive 
valley ditectly facing the great Kytas, p set of three 
peaks like Mont Blanc, the highest aBout 27,009 feet, 


‘The’ great slope scemgd*ee*rise before us without @ 


«break, The, channel, where ran the roaring Sutlej, 
was gn the other sid@ of the atepine gundreds, of 
feet below us in’a deep gorge, and the huge giant 
seemed to tise straight up from tha other sidg, / few 
terraces of @ultivation, hen fost, then fir forest only, 
more scattered as it mounted bare sock,ahen glacier, 
then the eternal snow! ‘bho first fecliig was dis- 
appointment, but the grand sight grew and grew upon 
us, and befése the fortnight of our ‘fy was ove ve 
fully xealiscd, the guandeuprof thg scene we looked 
upon. ‘he grapes wereSust tiie and everyone Ril 
greedily Ypon them, but everyone: suilgted and tired 
of them in g few ays. J, and one other, BENE e-3 
eat with impunity. We could, buy a man’s boad for 
four annas. i i a: 
we retutned by the same route to Rafhpoge, where 
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we found Edward Prinsep waiting. He had comé to 
Simla after our departurcato spead his leave with us, 
and, Lady Gomm having kindly Jhvited drwy he had 
attempted to join the gamp,and got thus far, but could 

gf no coolics to carry him on, and hadgto await ous 
retutri ~Meantidie Mts. Flountajn wrote to beg me 
to retum. ‘The child chad § cold and was teething, and 
she, in her ignorance of children was anxious, So I 
was to teuin with Jidward, by dandy dak from 
Rampose. $e nad ong, and § stareél with my own 
jampannies, Who c&tried me splendidlf the first stage, 
and after that san beside me all the way.eIndeed, I 
should,have, had sdme trouble without them, for the 
village cookies hardly fnew how io,ctry and could 
not understand our Tindoostani, Weaver’ to do it 
in two nights ahd get in the sovond day, sleeping at 
Fagoo Dak Bungalow thomécend night, travelling all 
the first. We stqyed in the afternoon, geping into the 
Kateghur Sxcsts by nightfall, Vlepe well, for I ghways 
delighted in these night journers, and it was pleasant 
to waka, occasionally and sce the flash of the pine 
torches on the great Acotlars {nd smell the deliciou’s 
perfume of fresh turpentine, Late in the night T 
awoke and fond ada being laid dowg on the 
ground, Aficy,my description of the dandy you can 
undegstand this not pleasant, as the pole must be on 
top of you! anda prowsted. ‘The men ppinted to 
r ’ ne ’ 
lights’ apparentlysmifeS doth the Ada (valley), saying 
dhe Saheb wes so heavy he was far behind and they 
wanted to wait. Lrageecd, provided two,men would 
sif, ae at each end ofthe pole and keep it on theis 
shoulders, ‘This they did, and shoked composedly, 
while T,.as,cflmly, slept. ‘Kheir short hubble-bhbbles 
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infke a most soothing noise, and the common tobacco 
is not so offensive go me ag the better sented kinds, 
The seneasdon ‘of foigg to sleep in the open ait, the 
gteat pines waving above gnakigg a soft rush, gnd the 
gentle bubbyng, is perfect | pia 
November 1853. By and*by up cante the Sahdh, toil- 
ing wearily up the mourftain side on foosl His 
weight had been, iftdced, to8 much. ‘The gandy yas 
split sight up the middle, elappily it was nearly 
morning, and tlfe bungalow where we weee to break- 
fast not very fr, He managed to*borroty a pon for 
the rest O&the way. At Fagoo we dined and slept. 
Edward ate many fresh walnuts and refreshed himself, 
with bottled foster which he cigtied ; wirerebys after 
riding though tht sun next day, he ataived at home 
so ill, and cried and groaned next da¥ in his soem to, 
sucli an extent that I had w «write and beg Asthur to 
come down.and sce after him, in shite of the coolness 
between the hoyses. “He went dontn the Mill in a few 
days. I was tempted to try before Sep’s return to: 
make peace, but to no purpose, ard after the return 
df the camp*pattyewe afl weft down to spend the cold 
weather at Umballa, Sir Wijtiam had fostned a camp 
of exergisc for instructionein the we of the new 
Enfield trifle! We rented bungalows apd carried down 
our camp Miniture, which made a ops scanty show 
in the rogms, but we cared yary littge about show then | 
Marching still cantinued, fd no’dne eated if we chdse 
to restrict out surroundings to withia its maygta 
requirements, We got a'small house with three large 
rooms: the centre setved for-dining and darying-, 


The [infield rifle waa introduced in 1855, and it was 4 connectfoa with 
hia that the famous eplendd'of the ‘greased cartridges ’ Mase 
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room; at one end my hedtoom; at the gther Sep’s 
office and ,dressing-coone; a closet verandah ran 
round each end, and itavas infesfed by emusk rats’ | 
Can you imagine whet they are? ‘They spoil every 
eatable thing and many others that theyzrun over by 
their disgusting mell, andthe mament lights are put 
out they begin to ren réund and round the room, 
making achorrid Jitue squeak and poisoning the air, 
Our two je hil dogs, ‘furk and Roguey, would not 
go near thon; indecd,a dog is said ‘to go mad from 
the gcont if he kills One, And you, poot toddling mite, 
Bessie, were sorely troubled and quite rest&s in youn 
sleep. -Neithcr could 1 sleep in comfort, and often 
Sep dad 1 evould geifup once, and avin tyice in a 
night, and with the long bed poles, whrich ‘have iron 
sspiké€s to suppdért the mosquito net frame, have a 
grand shikar. I geperallys Sood aloft on the callest 
box T could find gael held the candle, fos I yas neither, 
quick enough nor'bporting enough tg kill the porrid 
beasts |, We had our horses hei, but no carriage, and 
I foiget-how we went out to dine, ete, as we often 
did—probably in my ffalltec, while Sep cfuld side, 
Umballa tis very charming in cold weather, the 
climate perfect, “ind the station itself fairly prety, with 
a distant view of the hills, We remained till the end 
of March, and then retuned to Simla, setting up house 
again in ‘Snow View,” Sqon after artiving J was visit» 
ing Mes, Matthevs,"Wife d? the manager ofthe bank 
auho had jusereturned from Agta, and on hér journey 
encountered at one of the dak® buggalows the 
James Bechers (Sep’s cousins), he very ill, ordered to 
the Cape, she, with a small baby’of three months, in 
gent ixqublé becapse, as so ofteh happens, tHe dbye 


98 


BIRTH OF WILLGZAM BECHER 


(o&tive wei nusse), suddenly refused to go on, Mrs. 
Matthews, like a prod Santaritan, took charge of the 
child and wmsse, tinging them to Simla, Now, how-~ 
ever, Mr, Matthews was agderosl downto take, charge 
of the Agraqpranclf of the bank, and what to do with, 
the child was quitg a quéstion, Well! 1 took him, 
I was expecting another b&by in Junc, and had sent 
for an English sofdics’s wife as scevantm So litte 
Clem, as we called hing, came {nto my nurgacy, 

16/b June, 1833. By and dye my beawtiful Willie 
was born, suclf a lovely baby, and*we were so jolly in 
that littlefrouse! Henty Prinsep came up again on 
‘leave, ang I came out of my goom to diag wish them, 
when baby was but three day§ old. Henry siept in 
the office burgalow. By and bye Willie Becher came, 
toa. There were move theatricals, bafls and arelfery—e 
a gay year, Also Haselee Hutchinson came up and 
lived in § Wheatfield’ close to usgsharing the house 
with Mis, Geapgg Paton, Her f y Eddy was born 
either just after of before mine, and I was mych with 
het and became fond of het, andewe have been true 
sisters ever Since Scp’s old frfead Joe Chambers was, , 
with his wile, living in our gid house the’pther side of. 
the hill, where Bessie was born, I did not like Mrs. 
Chambers, but she was daughicr of{jsome friends of 
Sep’s (Sit Tensy Wood), and he ‘geen some, while 
engaged to a sistcr of hey whoedied, so he had a 
kindly fecling for her, She wh$ handsome and sup- 
posed to be clever, but dreadfully vain, and gang 
slatternly ig her Ways, generally found by visitors with 
her hair all cumbled down; she was yery lazy, dnd 
her poor children in a pitiable state of neglects Dr. 
Canndn lived close*to the Mountains, alf very acar us, 
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.and his practical and most excellent’ and kind wife 
often took pity on them, askedf'them for the day 
(having no children herself), ang Saver tham a much 
needed,bath | All of evhicl the mother took calmly | 
» @ut archery mectings were very gay, sThere was'a 
Simla ‘as well as the Headquarters Club, and I was 
considered one of the gdod shots at the Inst head- 
quarter paize meeting of the seafon held at Barnes 
Court. Mrs. John Goygh’s sgore and mine were so 
close it wase not knowa which wduld win, The 
scores gave out that I was ahead, Luc firesently it was 
found to be a mistake. Mrs, Gough woneit by one, 
‘The prize was a vety bandsome cameo brogch given 
by L&dy Gémm, who’ all along kepe tip her kindly 
intimacy withtme, On our rcturn to Bamnes Court for 
the cVening festivities, a all at Which we all appeared 
in out ‘colours,’ dask blue find scarlet geraniunt and 
white dresses, She presented me with a litte necklet, 
in the form of a silake with enferald pn its head as a 
remembrance of having missed the prize | Sep, also, 
secretly hought a lovely cameo from Colonel Ramsay, ; 
- who had just had sevéraF unsdt sent fro Italy, “and 
sent it to Cafeutta to be mounted exactly like the prize, 
and presented if to me on my birthday, ‘his is the 
story of the cameo I always wear, In October we 
were 4o march ‘with the big camp to CaWnpore, and 
all. the chief stations of the Nort hwest, but & having 
two babies, Clet hardly off his feetjewas “ordered? 
dmearny behind | A winter at Simla all alone’l Rather 
-a trial, for we were then an inseparable paig, and it was 
a teal tial. We could only promise cach other to 
write daily, and we kept it faithfully, 
OetoberriR 53. In.‘ Snow View’ T could not afhy ; it 
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faced north, and was. always snowed up in winter, 
; ‘The: Goughs’ offfited me‘ Ellesslic,? mow theirs, 
formerly ‘Pady Sales’ house, one of the oldest and - 
warmest in Simle’s it factd sotth-cast, ance had deep 
glazed veraradahs all along the side of the house, look. 
ing down the valley, and*a nice level ground at the 
, back, of tather frgnt—belne the entrance fom the 
Mall and on the same level, overlookingethe ‘Chota 
Simla Bazaar agd hilly and. immediately bgfow Bazries 
Court, thee miles, from ‘Siew View’ $id quite the 
‘other end. It was a big house, dnd there were'a set 
of tooms Wpstairs shut away frogi'the chief group of 
tooms, almogt like two houNes, Hartley, bting in 
clined ta stay th the hills as late as posible, froved 
into these, and remained with me g.Yortnight, and 
then! in a weak moment’ $ep’s compassion and old 
friendship for Joo ChtimbRrs madg him persuade me 
T could tike' in Mrs qChambers agel*her children, fot 
she was supposecr to be ill and otdered to stay in’the 
hills for the winter. “I had known she was ditty and 
‘slovenly, Wnt the ameuat of thest qualitics she dis- 
played was som@thing I had never before imagined 
possible! I have omitted te say that, my Airst English’ 
servanigproved a failure, bull had got a capital woman, 
a Mis, Redmond, who was quite mygight hand, equal 
to anything : managed‘my cows, gtity and @hildren’ 
and alll». She begged tg lifva ba: own. gil’ of eight 
yeas old with ther for winter, and she came, being no 
trouble, and she,amused the little ones” My bog-rss 
grand-andtso bonny. Me was called the Rosebud at' 
Simla, and little Bess with het cutly «sig wa’ bonny, 
too,» Clem was always a crying child agd very’ funny, 
With these four children imagine my horret*at fiad- 
ror 
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ing Mrs. Chambers’ three childrea not only black 
with dixt, slin and clothed, but akg alive as to hair | 
The mother did nothing but lie en her hedapstairs or 
on the couch downstfirs did read. Mrs. Redmond 
gave the two eldgst a great washing of hoads, and got 
De, Cannon to ‘ prescribe * warmebaths for the little 
ofte, and? 1, finding poor Pheasie ceying one Cay with 
theepain and cold of her fect in worn-out shoes and 
tor socks,fougd on taking them ofl that her feet 
were coveraf with decp bleeding gracks, black with 
the dirt of monthé It took me mare than an hour 
to wash them clean, Some such feclinge“may have 
Faccompknicdethe penang® enjoined on ladies @f ancient 
times “when they wathed the fect 6£ hepyars—no 
beggars could"hqve heen distice, We cotild deal with 
"these Tittle girls of six or saven, bir the miserable haby 
could only he got at throfigh @r. Cannon, Te was 
then vaccing doctéy at Simla, agd the day agicr Mrs, 
Chdinbers came to me he was to stareon his tour in 
the ¢istrict, so L entreated hith to leave his most 
pleasant and practiéal wife with, me, for how T should 
manage Mrs, Chambers in hise abatace £ could not 
think! She was a mont ceftactocy and tizesome 
invalid, so much so that We had yo send janpan and 
mendo bring DeChambers in from his segond march 
iri the middle of te night, and suel seenes as we went 
thiough | Mrs. Cango stayed a week, anal L was 
sorry to lose her, Kut plad enough whee Joe Ghambers 
deothed his Wile had better ceturn ta him before the 
‘snow closed the pass; and she left me before Christ 
ous Days whee f dined with Colongl and Mrs, Chester, 
who was xemaining at Simla in charge of thq Ad- 
julant-Genoral’s office, Mrs. Ilenry Mills, my neigh- 
102 


MRg. LUBARD 


‘bout, went also, and we came home ih the glorious 
still moonlight thNngh dedp snow, Left alone I soon 
became intimate With, my neqt neighbours, First, Mrs, 
Lugard, wife of Colon Lugard (Asst., Adjutant- 
General, Qneen’s Forces), a peculia® women, ho 
generally preferred to be where her*husband was not, 
and was now living in Ifis very pleasant house just 
below my winter aSode, I dined with her several times 
alone, and she ammsed me so, much that I gften fotgot 
time and remaifed till the smell hours! $i went down 
as soon as shetould pass the snowy tited Bf dulnegs, for 
she hardly cared to know anyone, and I believe she 
considered she paid me a c inpliment jn cyltivatin, 

me! I foutdspleasant San tnlbed in gay two neat 
neighbours, *Mzg, Mills and Mrs, ‘Tlaomas, I was 
already acquainted® with both. We now lsccamg 
intimates for the time, tillvhe end of ’54, till the whitl 
and change of our ‘ military’ Me shook us apatt 
agaig, Mrs, Thom I never mit agalit, though we 
corresponded for years, Mrs, Mills I did meet, as you 
will tcad th due course, ‘Thus san exquisite season 
passed; Gold gry shows ‘lotions sunshine 5 no 
wind’; nothing more delightful can be imagined ; and 
such tpountains to look #5 such fsy Children, and 
always well except for a slight alarm of croup to Clem, 
which made us acquainted with Bs, Martie, just 
appointed sgeond Simla dossor (agf latex Staf-Surgeon 
to General Anson), Mrs, R8dryond chusred “our 
butter and was a grand staff of help, & had my daily 
letters togeceive and write, and 1 was made happy by, 
hearing that at Cawnpore Agnes Nicoll had effected a 
reconciliation between the brothers, for I am gure the 
coolness had beet a great discomfort atid unhappiness 
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to my deat Hub, when living, too, ingthe very next teftt’ 
Our good old friend Col¢nel Mofintain had been ill 
all this March, and died at Fattygurh on 8th February, 
Mts. Moyntain wrote do me to collect and pack her 
thiggs fo her House at Simla, set aside thpse for sale, 
and a few to be piven awaye I began doing this from 
“Ullerslie’? in March, when as usual the snow was 
gone and the grand slopts of the “hills were covered 
with a magile of scarlet, the hlossom of the rhodo- 
dendron, a forest" tree weh us. But the distance was 
sather: inconvGnient, and ‘Snow Viéw *had just been 
“freshly painted on shutters, verandah, etc and was 
supposed to pe dry, sogwe moved down igto imI 
Supposs in the first daysxof April—and 7 Went up every 
day to the Mowntains’ for a few days: Mrs, Cannon, 
who ved next Moor, helped mé and my boy was 
weaned, already on his feo; sch a beauty and” so 
bright 1 1 had finighed my task and was at ae house 
for the last tifac, when a hasty ‘ staan’ from my qurse 
sent me running down the hill the hack way to our 
domain, and I fourd Mrs, Cannon beside my hoy, 
fainting in the nurse’s Idp after Vjoleng sickfiess, ‘This 
was followed ‘hy violent diatrhoca and dysentery, and 
T telegraphed’ for Sep tg hurry up, for ls, Can npn was 
vety serious ahout it, E took him into my own room, 
and never loli hitg night or day, ‘I'he camp was at 
Umballa, and Sep ryle upgand De, Peskete, igo, He 
gave me comfort, Jor fe was sangnings but Sep gave 
Pak eis he had heard a dog howl all night out- 
side his tent the night before, Le, howevew is prone 
to see the darkest side, and Lwould not, ‘The next 
mosnigg I thought him better; he ‘slept, but made a 
kind of squflle f took to be a cold. When Ds, Cannon 
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came he looked, ligtened, and turned away out of the 
room without a wyrd. I followed and, asked Sep 
what it covld fncan.’s He said, ‘Simply thete is no 
hope”? This came like a blow, and presently Dr. 
Peskett camg: he still was sanguine, I only (lt 
dazed, and sat all day with him on my lap reading. 
At night the struggle camé—suffusion of the lungs, 
and he battled for eight hors with suflogtion, gne 
atm and all one side hecame plack. They would not 
let me have him in my armsafor fear ofegonvulsions, 
and he looked 4t me with lovely pkeading oyes. ¥can 
almost see™em now, At last I cguld not bear it, but 
broke down } but with my crfhe, too, scegaimed, and 
Thad to go divay a little to ge quict. After that it 
did not last’ snuclt longer; he died at*dawn, Mrs. 
Canyon had taken afay the other two for the ‘hight 
like a kind neighbours “V2 was buried in the Simla 
gtaveyard under a gycat fir, I fade@wed him to his 
little gesting-plage,and Tan came, too, and’showed the 
real kindly feeling that is in her, and insisted on out 
coming to stay for a little while at¥ WoodviNe.’ “Sep 
had taken °Whentficld,’ atd Shad, got a tenant for 
‘Snow’ View’ to spare me a geturn there. * He did not 
feel the, boy’s death at all.® Low should he? ‘he 
little life was so short, and he had spn 80 little gf it, 
Still, I felt the fun of the ‘ Woodvillgy houscho]d very 
jatting, and most gladly citercd ahto arranging the 
new houge, where in the’end we liwed longer than in 
any other at Simlg. ‘There was a good piece of grqundl, 
the house being Guilt on the top of a sput, and was, 
indeed, on the site of our first Simla akode—Geneta] 
Adams’ ‘Ka Kotte’ cntisely sebuilt—overloaking 
Annandale on one’side, and out to the Snowy Range 
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—such a glotious view—on the gther, Sep had got 
permission to enclose thé ground and plant it, and 
began his pleasures in that linepin which the has now 
become quite skilful.a 
_ this autumn came both James and lbwatd Prinsep 
to spend their leave witheus. ‘hey made it lively, 
indeed We hired a piano? and Jem played les fute to 
my, accompaniment, sofnetimes Sep; and ddwatrd 
(who wasepuch, more {all of fyn than James) got up 
scenes fronran imapinay opera, one singing, the other 
playtng on & comb covered with’ pafser! “Are you 
‘acquainted with the instrument ? Tt makes an excel- 
lent noise | »\When the, were tired, Jen angl I began 
our ifoxe peaceful patt and they felt dslecp, one on 
each couch! @’Zhen on moonlight nights we went out 
to lobke at the sifbw, and gometinfies they all waked the 
echoes, and, perhaps our ifeighbours, with shouts, 
songs, and ever €ckals’ cries, for your fisher then. 
had the mditiest of spirits and” wag sometimes Jike a 
schoolloy broken loose! ‘The finale of theit stay was 
a piénic go all ous ériends given by them,"atranged by 
me, of course, on tip Of Jagko, avher€ there was 
scarce room*in any shady place to spread the viands, 
and Ldward and his Nestkrode pudding kept slipping 
backwards dowg, the hill James was always slow at 
a joke, and Lidhward amused himself and us by con- 
stantly sending hing on Iootless errands, ong in con« 
nexion with this pienie'for which they were co purchase 
{he wines, wns a supposed very excellent new effer« 
-vescing drink brought, out hy the great chemist 
‘Peake Allag” James, on Exlwanl’s report, im- 
mediatly rode up with an order fdr ‘ Vrangipanyi,’ of 
course enly 1 be laughed e. on feturn; and many 
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other were the joRes among us. ‘They pzesented me 
with my figst pianps a splesdid gtand square Collard 
which thoy*bought fram Mra, Scott (General), 

1854-55. There was a ‘@hobham’ again a Umballa 
that cold weather, and Sep was left,in charge of she, 
SimPrgllices, while, I bélieve, a short march was 
projectetl, the Chokham asSembting in Febrnaty, We 
had a most delightful winter, We madesour hquse 
very comfortable andywarm y thatched indhe veran- 
dahs on gne gide for the flowsis in poiss ef which we 
were very Ka, and putdahs @. evefy door and 
window. Rut I had lost my Mrs, Redmond, In th# 
autumn whe ‘Peskett’s little Xu of the egmes age as 
Bessie hay falfewt very ill, and iMey were nutich atta loss 
for a good sérvarl 10 send home with Aer; so I lent 
Mrs, Redmond, unde promise to refurn at onde, for% 
though I could very ewel? manage Bessie and little 
Jem I kwsew I should be glad to hewe her later, 

We had a small Christmas dinner of tlfe Innes’ and 
Reginald Saunders, the turkey being a magaificent 
Monal ! sent in by Ds, Cannon, I goncocted ¢ glorious 
tifle, thick witlt outadairy eréam, in addition to all 
the other good things, and poor Mig. Infgcs was vety 
ill aGdgrdinner! Reginwld Saungers often came in, and 
ixamped thyough the’snow to tell us gf his engaganent 
to Olivia Cantley. Litule Jom’s parents syddenly 
retutnedyo Calcutta and Jolth quafiy at Cuttack ;, 80 
wwe despatched thim, scrap that he was, the whole way 
by dak with hig hill bearer, consigned? to Lriegds yt 
most of ue stations, Tle was,two and a half years old, 
and very funny and quaint*and independeng, byt 
neither a healthy ot a taking child, 

'The Monal Pheasant, P. Laphophorus, 
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Our old friend Mrs. Mgcdonald/fvzote to us to ask 
if we could get her a house for,next season, We 
offered hdr the half of * Wheatlield,’ fof we had a 
completessct of rooms we Cid not want now I had no 
nutse and only Ressic. a 

1855, On the agth of Januar, however, +f the 
depth Gf snow, arrived our Tarry, a sturdvy demure 
little fellow; not so big as the two elder boys, but 
always gomd angl placid, Tam not, fond of kissing 
very young #abies, and » bry rarely kissed-my own, and 
I xerflember old Mis. Simpson’s astonifiment at being- 
Rold hets was the first ks the new haby hei received, 
two days after his birtlY As usual T had to send away 
my afirse véiry shortly“ and fend for the baby myself, 
but Thad a very good ayah now,“ * 

- Sef went down to the Chobhath at Umballa the.firse 
week in Pehruary, and NO, Macdonald, Maggie and 
her two little'ginwarrived hefoye Twas uperom my 
bed} and in fiis absence, Lt was catly~o-come up Loe the 
seasgn, -but the 39th, which Colbnel Macdonald then 
commanded, was fharching to, Jhelum, ox rather he 
was to join them at Jhelim, aad slf: was not, to go 
with him. Maggie was then a somewhat rebellious 
gitl, not getting on very well with her too, zante 
mother, and cemainly showing © waywardness and 
tempes-not very pleasant in a young guest. T used 
then to tell her morhgg sll vould need a haed school 
to cotrect, and, peor girl, she had indSed a very hard 
one hefore very long, Murs. Macdonald did not go 
rout at all herself (Magyis went with us to the archery 
and othCr meotings, balls, etc), and in July her boy 
Jomnvie was horn. (Ie died at seven years old.p 
We d&l.not christen our boy till Apuil, wher all the 
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stalk had come up ¢he hill? Arthur and James Prinsep 
and Mts. Macdonald were godparenis, and Arthur 
‘was highty'sdivertddl “kecause, the boy, befng able to 
sit up and look very wisg wag shorl-coated, and as 
Thad found the church tather cold I Aad slipped on 








ra little scarlet flannel coat before le@ving the vesity. 
Also, Mplucked with a laugh at, Mr. Mayne’s peatd as 


he held hip at the font, and*on the whole conducted 
himself in Snost independent fashion. Mi. Thofnas 
used to gay’ he *was to gol a baby ;,¢crtainly he 
rarely, if frei and wasgverysforward, and when 
the matchigg time came rougd again he was already 
getting on his feet. Mrs. {ional lett, for 
Jhelum earlyein, autuma, and Y{aggie now long after 
martied Ciptain Proctor of the 39th, aid went with 
him to Gwalior, where he was appoimted Adjutent of, 
Kinf’s Troops. of a® . 
. This ss thé last year of Sire William Gomm’s 
command, and WG wete to accom any hima to Fergze- 
pore with the large gamp, and thence only a flying 
camp was te be taken to Mooltan, gwhere he bid adien 
to the Bengal Pigsidettcy, + 

Mts: Redmond tefdined me at Kalkaas we started 
on the match, and she anfl little Bess Slept at the 
offite thd of the tont while I had the boy at night. 
What a mafch that was! The days ete lovely. * The 
sun is at all seasons hot cnough in {ie plains, aif while 
crossing “what js called the Pafija Desext, between 
Umballa’ and Ferozepore, the cold at njght from the 
sand cansgs a gicat change of temperature befweeh 
day and night, Sir William*said there was g fall of 
forty degrees, and, add to this, that in*order to*get a 
level’space amongethe hillocks, the Khalassies for tent 
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pitchers) often dug pretty déeply ingo the sand, so that 
our tents stood on damp sand oftch, Nearly everyone 
in camp got fever, I got my first attack of teal re 
dontonreny, ox neuralgia, ingthe head, and felt the cold 
frighefilly, Iwas nursing the hoy still, who was so 
“lively he would Wake with ghe first peep of dawgfand, 
march gr no march, had to be dressed anfeered 
through the Lamats+ of the tent ( his bepter, Davee 
Deen, to be amused and cared for and t?ken on the 
elephant wih Mis. Redinond and Bes, gi more often 
Bessje appeaged inestate, alone in the jorwi h, bearer 
sand chuprassee behind, fi Mrs, Redmond pyeferred the 
palkee. Arihur and’ Laf. had a wee delicate girl about 
the age of'flarry, She took bronchitis and rapidly 
became dangerously ill, We halted aedif on their 
raccount, two afiles beyond TLowiiana, and the little 
one died. ‘Lhey went bfak waglly by dak, Fan chrry- 
ing the little copipe in her palkee, find hugied it at, 
Loediana and overtook us fattne, on, ‘They, were 
both sadly cut up-by the sad ttle death ; the little 
things wag unnaturally small, though pretty, and 1 had 
never believed it could sive *throygh Rs teething. 
There was aad scene at the time of its death." | was 
with them, find fhough [frould feel, and very deeply, 
for them, yet I cannor comprehend such yerlécr want 
of control as they borh showed --Arthut most. I 
believe"those whet feellags find such uncontrolled 
vet pet over the srotble solynest. = g * 

, AtMerozepose Van and Tand the children femained 
in Captain Faddy’s house, Te, then'a bachglor, must 
have bean very good to,fake in such a party, We were 
there “together a fortnight and got on well, for us. 

‘tentewalla, 
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Only we never could agree about the writings to and 
from our hushands, They énlarged copiously to one 
another opetroubles small agd great, thefeby giving 
each other mighty botheg ang disquiets, fmany of 
them quite needless ; but when I cxprtssed tlle idea 
that pall wolries ygere besy kept to Sne self she con- 
would be want of @onfislence in her hyshand, 
After the a she wet to Lahore, to await 





Axthus’s redirn att the orders expected fro the slew 

Commandex n-Chief oh his agival in'Calptta. 

_ I went to Munballa and tabk % little thouse fpr a 
month, putting‘in my camp@furniture, and perhapy 
hising a littlesto make up. I% notked upgon fhe dak 
journey back, ty] the boy was @ little unyell afer he 
atrived, af@ presently orders arrived foe the staff to 
join General Anson ¢n Calcutta, Se@ thought & had 
bette: go tq Simla with theghildren, but I determined 
he should not g8 down alone, Sogl wweahed the boy, 
who had, in fact, affeady quite fiken tw food, end 
arranged with Mrs, Pegkett, then at Umballa, to under 
take the cate of both children with Mts. Rednfond 
and my old Rill ‘ gate as boatr for Hany; and Sep, 
when le attived frbm"his journey in the postcatt (of 

. 200 of 250 miles), found on Ais arrival that’ I was quite 
> geady "8 start with him, the lists of our goods made 

out for sale—all settled. ¢ = 
These compulsory sales ofone’sgoods and Shattels 
were hard things on staff offi@@s,, The juniors, *of 
cousse, fGlt it most. ‘The things must go, therefore 
prices had,to be*fixed far below thei Sh fp antl thé 
usual custom was to make tHe lists oneself apd send 
them round the station to every house by a chupsissee, 

7 any asalstane servant, 
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and everyone put their names against articles they chose 
to purchase, and probabl> sent for it in a day or two, 
sending jh€ money at the samg tithe, . Néw our dear 
horses had to go! Sig Jol Inglis at Lucknow bought 
Wavefley, My Uncle, Manaton Ommanney, my 
Punch ; he was"then also,at Lucknow, ‘30 bothe 
there, ¢f wonder if they were among the p< 
turned out of the Residericy when they eoujfcno longer 
feed them, during the siege | ‘To reuren. fArthur and 
Fan came Ipetwvo days ater Sep, anck wet managed to 
put ghem ugi A few ic after we nphed fora night 





nd day catriage dak ak the way to Raneggunge, thea 
the limit ofthe rail’frof’1 Calcutta, ahout foo miles up 
country, ‘it was a byviness of cight lays and nights, 
only stopping once at some bungalow for Tieakfast, a 
bath and to gét some food cooked to carry on, I 
cannot remember that We stqnped anywhere Idnger 
than this till'at the Benarcs Bungalow we were break, 
fasting, when another dak ¢ Rae *' came in, in which 
was Arthur, IIe had started a day’ later than we, 
leaving Tan to setytn to their house at Simla, We all 
stayed till afternoon, ahd amused oypselves with buy 
ing the lacquered tays of the"place and filling two 
enormous Hfamprs to sens] up to the childgen, ‘Then 
we gtasted together, ‘his made the remainder oF the 
journey pleasant Sep would jroo fora stagdin Arthus’s 
carriage for a chtpge, and there was always some 
interchange of Lun al™the chbhees® wher weyat fresh 
horsgs, every dive miles—so, until we got among the 
Raj Mahal [ills and then ir was a tice, We wanted 
to-get into Rancegungé in time for the night train, 
there! being but one evening and one morning train, 
1 eget § chavdgt postlagentttion, 7 
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but we tan it so close that we had to bribe the men to 
tear down the last hi hills—téther sisky work with such 
hotses anch top- “heavy, cartiages. We did ig, and the 
night in “the train was qpite @ test, after the close 
quarters in the ghasty, to out shakch bones, We, 
arrixed very? catly, in ‘they morning at Howrah, the 








(let, ‘hea, and dr&ve to the rogms We had 
a Tmanth at Mrs. Merrings boarding 
thé stal wentGinto diffem@gt boarding 
houses, fra alawefe uncertais! abogit our*:eturn to the 
hills, I think, thesefore, I yas wrong in saying we" 
sold our hosses before we latt. I thinkel sald only, 
camp furnitut,eand the horses grept for asrhile till we 
knew outTite, But very soon General Anson decided 
to remain in Calcutt® for the hot scas8n and staré carly» 
in the autynn for a gversfour of inspection, ‘Then 
was a question With us all how to stifle, ‘It was some- 
what has upon ql”: W great expelise, and? geeatcredis- 
comfort, Soldfcrs, however, clo not as a sule growl 
at any unlooked-for moves, Wa did not, like’ out 
quarters at ‘Miss, Herings sand found a good set of 
rooms," the entire upper flat, at No. 3, Pagl Street, and 
as Axthus was ew gargon he dast jn his*lot With us, and 
we ‘ait¥aged to have our meals piigately and ngt at 
the table dhote, 

Calcutta cold weather is every @&joyable, and eyen 
the eatly"hot* ‘weather, for up {@ 8,a,m. the sea ait is 
fairly fresh, and if one can get out mosping 4 and gven; 
ing it is pleasant? But I had no carriage, and only got, 
out on occasions when the Keith Youngs celled for 
me, of my cousin, Edward Ommanney (Genggal EB. 
Omutanney of Putney), whose wile was%i,home, But 
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the Youngs always took their two babies with thent 
and it was yey unpleasarft, and ¢gloncel Qmmanney, 
though pleased to get the company forahis drives, 
found hel could very sacely prevail on Sep or Axthur 
.toccome with ug, and after a while he hummed and 
“hawed’ and anid” he would send jhe carriage geame- 
times, Irut that it would st do for us to eso 
together tga much! T*could hatdly -tielr laughing 
aloud, fom certainly such a notion. aever Antered my 
head | Mofever, it caml to pass; T seldim went out 
and wisited very lich, Stp had an oflieee jaun,’ as the 
‘hule single close cartistyes were called, but he was 
unfortenatoavith the ha se he bought : it tell sick and 
died, or was shot, anf we could not dord another, 
The lonely heurs were very long, and 1 beffiin to learn 
‘to live alone. Took up modellifig i in clay, at which I 
had made a few attempts at Gimla, and gos a Teehoh- 
man from ile Spihol of Arts to cothe and, give me, 
some lessons, ‘The food and cooling was nok very 
good at No. 3. Sep could catcanything, but Arthur 
and T felt. very dowbitul abour the clishes, und watched 
each the other to see ix itavas possible tdFeat, There 
Was a great joke about a litter of many puppies in the 
durwan's (poster) house wl ich disappeared by degree’, 

and.Sep always declared they had been dishedin our 
cutries | And again, : after a great toafan (storm) which 
killed oumbers ofierowsy we had ‘ stewed pigeons ” 

very often! Sep us to cdme home, very “tied and 
fall asleep oi the couch directly -often they neither 
of them got home till seven, having beqa at oflice 
sittce nine, We dined-out sometimes, and there were 


; TA Cnedl cocelaye for otliccework. ‘Hae ts a Calcate word, o& ' Jaun 
Hagan! 


hq 


MODELQZING IN GLAY 


occasional balls, but the hot weather is not the gay 
BCASON, we e 
* Williewtturhed from Burmah with his regiment, and 
we put him in Sep’s dressing-reom, He was with the 
Irregulars now, and looked teally ghandsome inehis, 
splendid Ircegulate Cavalig uniform, with beard and 
all the Dqit he coyld grow. He is neither h&ndsome 
nor big, a you know, but you have no idea how, fine 
Englishmea\ Igok itm native dress, ands Irregular 
uniforme wie native dressyas nearly %as might, be. 
His visit was*4 treat, for I thad-then cSmpanys 
days, but ig wal brief—not ahortpight, Tihink. 
My Frenchman brought me the foot offhe Merculess 
Farnese tonddel—such a hug hhing. Asfhur déclared 
I should go’mad over it. I had to kcp the upper 
venetians open for Nght, ang I workéd so hard f oftet™ 
forgot time, agd foumd thyself exhausted and tiffin 
‘hour long past befgge I recollectg& anything about it. 
Scitweally did yndke me ill, and I had my Sne and daly 
attack of fever—‘ Gr#fl’s ’! fever—for two days, | 
We went fp to Bartgckpore, andevisited the Auberts’ 
and the Bustoughes’ {qmily*at different times, and once 
went to Garden Reach for two days tg H&pry Bayley’s. 
(Hensy, Bayley’s wile, not *witl him, was one of the 
“Misses Paigle, Louisa, sister to Misglhoby Prinsep.) 
My Uncle Charles’ house at Alipore was now 
Government property, the 18sidgn#é of the Licutengnt- 
Governgr of Bengal, and very pretty, Charles Prinsep 
had lately gone frome paralysed, Fis ffoor wif died 
after the Mirth of her youngest boy, a few days oldet, « 
of younger, than our Harty, ‘There was no mémbet of 
the ald Prinsep family just then in Calcutta, aga very 
1¢ griffin,’ 8 newcomer or geeenhorn, 
1X5 
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few of their old Friends ; anly the Molroyds, whom T 


liked much, William ‘Laylar, ag gl dislike; Me, 
Cochrane f must not forget: agierfect’ pidtyce of old 
Calcutta hh his whitowclotles and pumps, @ sort of 
brother Cheentale with Uncle Charles ; and his niéce, 
of whom I saw a good dal, an gld maid, that rare 
thing iit India, and @ cufous person, Als 
Broome, ag much a fridifd of Sep’s as tho”Prinseps’, 
was at Cassiporg in charge ofthe Gun foundry, I 
. Class : Oe . 
also. paid asVisit to thf Director of pte Botanical 
>» Gre dens, whom Sep khew-~a pldasarit man, for I 
Aseted to know the His of my pt cgllection of 
» Englisle wil Mowers which T had reluctactly presented 
to thé Socitky when Kfirst came oule Vhey were, at 
the time of niy present visit, just réarrdnging all the 
‘fortis Siccus, tnd having found mine mixed among 
others, Dz. ‘Lhomson toldonftt they were of more use 
to him than any atfiges he had, ag,T was in the habit of. 
writing litlé notes of where I had Sound the diferent 
specimens, So my hot weathou passed, and it was 
ordained-by the pewers that we were Lostart up the 
river as soon as the rainy seagon abated in * flats? 
with the Coffimander-in-Chief. . 

‘This took place oncthe":8th September, 1856 We 
were to be six weeks getting to Allahabad, and then 
the officers with ‘some members of the stall were to 
goto Meerut for he cold weather, while he Chief, 
with a sclected few, made tours to dilerent, stations, 
We were a plrty of thirteen in our {iat a fact to 

» which Colonel Chester, now Adjutant-General (our old 
friénd Golonel, 1. ‘I. ‘Fueker went home when we all 
cane,down country in the autumn), called oux atten- 
tion, aml declared his heliel in the old superstition, 
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He, himself, was the firsty killed, indeed before the 
year was,qut, befoye Delhi, Out party consisted of 
him and Ms. Chestcw; Colonel Keith Young, his wife 
and two children ; Captait. Nowman (now SH H.), wife 
and thice children (he entered the AG's office utes, 
Sep on Colonel ‘Lucker’s tesignation) ; Colonel Have- 
lock (afverwards Sig [enty9, Captain Seymous* Arthur, 
Dr, Matticr (Stafl-Surgeon ‘in place of Jar. Peskett), 


Colonel Cohgrqve andsourselyes, A wer 
inmanyevays, I think you se know 


~~it is towed* by a steamer 


lensant circle 


y. 
ieee a‘ flat’ is 
and consists of a fash 


deck and fixed Mwning over if, and below, cabins fh 
stem to #tefn, a dining-toom actoss thE cefttxe ands 
windows ,.with* venetians all Yana prtsentittg the 


appearance of a Idrge barge. 


4. 


night under the shore. Ganges navi 
dangerous for ,night,¢afid® the crews must cook on 
shore, he mosqwitoes and caMkeoaches and sats, 
too, 4n the cakiné were dreadful, and we could ‘have 
no lights on the detk in the evening save.a ship’s 
lantern, and“to this the swaring of creatures #f tertible 
Ld ' 

and unknown folims whiclf came out of the sand were 
incredible | Beside’ this, the sthella iby arose from 
decaxed vegetation and Seveay other unspeakable 
hoor ware so bad I laid awaky in torture anost 
nights, I took salts and scent inside my mosquito net 
in vain, and Sep slumbared’ sqgoife his head close to ° 
the smglly poms! I had a symynthiser in the next 

cabin in Colonel Chester, who turned Sroaninge from 

side to stile, making his co, creak, and dccasionallye 

es 


breaking into forcible languagre, 


e were anchored every 


gation 1s tod” 


a 


General Anson with his personal staff and Colonel , 
Otter, the Persian intexpreter, were in tlee Govergor- 
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General’s own barge 5 his, cooks and native servants 
on the steamer, The great bargeawas a,clelightful 
boat, but { certainly never onca Went On Sard, nor 
dtd citherfof the other Iadévs, [ rhink, Mrs. Anson 
and her daughfey, ia no way seplaced Lady Gomm, 
either in style or kindlinesse-besides they were going 
home fi6m Meerut. Ter own expression to ‘Arthur 
on gne occasion was, ‘ Would anybody come to this 
beastly coantry df it were nq for, thes Rupecs |’ 
Mts Ansonptthe rather Aclebrated beauty, the Hon. 
Goddepiana Torrestergwashnot clepant citer in manners 
Oilanguage, and Artix, who, as Qugrtermaster- 
Genetalfhadto take his weekly or bi-weekly schedules 
to Geheral ‘Anson at fis own housef Tod generally 
lunched ther® alterwards, often arhused “us on hia 
feturn with many storics gf het, ‘One was apropos of 
mosquitoes, which annoyetl Res greatly, marring the 
beauty of het whifj hand and ayn. She showed it 
with*much Idinentation, adding, ‘Ol | that’s nothing, 
you should see my legs!’ ° 
At cach station we sigyed a day or mofe according 
to the work there was to ke done, fiomdtimes there 
were dinnerg.to attend for all, sometimes for a few, 
At Patna we went onehofe for a night ar so to see 
Andrew and hisywife, in quarters therg with his 
regimeng. ound her a stout and very affected person ; 
shencould sing an® was lever, but ws sg full of 
affected sentiment «and nonsense sheewas very un- 
iateseeting to inc. We had heard shg was subject to 
éits of hystetia, in which Andrew ‘ rubbed tte back of 
her"neck” to bring her round. In the evening we all 
asat ovt,of doors at the back of the quarters, and 
presently: Sep and Andyew, who were very fond of 
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cach other, wandered away together, leaving Arthur 
and me wjth Entily, I saw Arthur getting more and 
mote an bus to getaway too, but she got mare and 
mote excited till at last slse busst into tear#and cries. 
Up jumped Arthur and, thinking of the stoxy he diad 
been told, tticd to» get hisyfingers into the back of her 
dress, I, quite incapable {yom laughings at last 
managed to say, ‘Oh, go antl fetch Andrey, and I will 
get her indoors.’ Away he flew, agd presently f got 
her inta ie: own Loom, but, she didn’t*& all want to 
retire, and sl%e recovered dj rectly she tas left alone. 
Sep and Arthur were redly yery ed for their 
brother, H& was much too good for hers’and so vetya 
much youngts? They had one little girf the Emmie 
(Mis. Api) you know. o ? 
t Benares we femained some Gays anchoted off- 
the Ghats, full.in view-#falie tanges of curious build- 
ings you have scgn pictured jf Vncle James’ old 
lithagraphs, butaalso stbject to all the hortiblesnuis- 
ances of the river, the receptacle of all refyse, cte., 
and of thé dtad bois, At times ¢hese woud float by, 
and now ahd then wore cought in the paddles of the 
steamer, and oh! the incredible stench! ‘This hap- 
pened moze than once at dfaneg-time, Colonel Chester 
sat oppogite mc—ihe iwo who gyilered frome keen 
noses-——-we looked at one another at the figst symptom , 
of the approach of our, hotror, #hd he would say to 
his wifp, “Masgaret, my smelffigebottle |? and before 
long even the gnost obtuse of senses “vas obliged to 
acknowledge they were oyercome, while we tw@ 
covered ous faces till ‘Margaret’ gave the yotd it , 
was, gone | eine ‘é 
6th November, 1856. ‘Lhe trip and sy, detentions 
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took longer tlian. was expegted, and I do not think we 
gotas far as Allahabad, But at any rate we (gok dawk 
about the 6th November, our tutas being algnged for 
by the Pofimastex. We arttved at the Meerut [otel, 
Never shall I {Srget the dreadful bedroom into which 
Twas shown, 1 believe Lavas illewith headache or 
fatigue, snd sorely wanted fo He doywa and rest; but, 
in India, to find a small bedroom with one windew 
(not ‘the usnal dops on to a vergndah), so small as to 
leave but litle space all Gund an oldefasltiongd fous- 
poste, with freon yroregn curtains, antl great pyra- 
nigelal white ants? negis Standing out ei the walls 
eteatly two ftet high! I have a horror of white ants, 
and lic on thyt bed I equid not, Sep gdodsnaturedly 
. listened to my‘argent cheteatics Lo get holed, if only 
ewith Bare flooss,* before night, Ile made immense 
efforts and we did. I suppose nve had managed to 
get our servants seafgn, and with a gouple of charpoys,t 
a table and oe of two other necesfarics, we could 
easily rough it for the first night. We got into a 
large houge in the eCavalty Lines, formérly a mess 
house, the half of which we cguid sot decupy, for 
natusally we sould not afford to buy much furniture 
for a four months’ residende, and for us eventually it 

was indced much ghorter. a 
We had sent for the childzen to come down from 
Simla with Mrs, Ret'mond and the hill bearer, Jugs 
geroa, We expectel Them on the seeond morning 
we go}, into the house, and, true to time, at four in 
the morning the bearer woke us, ‘ (2ud: ayap Saheb. * 
We thad 19 keep chem still asleep in the carriage till 
we were up and ready for them, for we had as yep.no 

1 mntiye tot 7 2 The pox hag came, Sie.” 
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beds for them, dnd I hadgno ayah.- My nice little 
Calcutta weman liad, had a bad fall down, the hold in 
the flat, iN stayed b@hind at Cawnpore to have, and 
lose, het baby, and only autived some timelager, for 
she was very ill, poor little thing. Tg #eturn—we got 
up and got some ‘chota knzree,’ and then called for 
out little travellers, Bess, Vien her touzly, cu2ly hair, 
was much the same. Harty,’such a funny, little piece 
of goods, full of bright excitement, hut deadly white. 
I exclaiteed in horror, for %o child ffatn the hills 
should have lacked so; but MrsgRedmbnd dedare 

he was ‘ soynd as a fish’ and ‘quige right. She, howr 
ever, wagered and upset: she had heat from her 
husband, who’ was ordered home, that he“wishéd her 
to go also™ *She'wished to main, We, however, 
decided that go she must, and,that at oftce, o she vould? 
be t6o lates and we packed her off the very next day, 
and I wag left With, thé two chigis and a most un- 
pleasant Mussulmanee ayah, the only one*I couldeget, 
expecting my confinement almost daily, Hard}y three 
days passed “before pgor little, Hasry was taken des- 
perately ill with dysentery, and we sent for Dr. 
Mackinnon and also the monthly gurst, I had pre- 
engaged, I was not able’and the ayah not to be 
trusted, fog nursing the poor little yuan, We found 
that there must have been some woeful dojngg on the' 
way down, and had Juggetob not¥een with the lptle 
ones I qo not know how they would have fated. I 
believe Mis. Redmond was more os les¢ drunk nearly 
the wholeway. Even Bessig said she hact fed Harry 
on ‘ Hulwa,’! a horrid, greasy native-sweet, which 
she disliked, and happily, therefore, escaped the evil 

14 sweet ade of almond paste, sugar, spices,and Bie oF mgltAl butter, 
Tal 
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effects. The little fellowpcdme round soon, happily, 
alter a struggle, during sahich T tgethbled, far had not 
both my bonny boys gone the same way | Aut he did 
get round, and I kepwthe queer old nutse, though he 
_cleng to his dtag Juggeroo and could not bear 16 be 
away from him, holding jacessang conversation, for 
he spoke fluent and very too Hindoostanee though 
only a year,and ten months old, and Hnglish as well. 
But mostechildrgn prefer Tindgostange, it is so much 
easier, He%aficked his ghumb and had bitters it quite 
deeply in his‘ illness» poor mite, and I put some aloes 
¢@ it to stop the trigk ; ‘and he lay lobking at it sadly 
as he was tuid to sleep, and took to tee instead ; 
he was always so eWeek and patient, © © 7 
Soon Colorfel Chestertbecame ill, orf was"tited of rush- 
‘ing avout with General Anson, abl sent word to Sep 
to join, that he might come ifite the statiog, where he 
had taken a house ign Mrs, Chesigt, “So, togmy great 
desolation, ite had to go and leave me in that horrid 
great solitary house, with no cneriage, and my very 
few friergls too farwoll for me fo po and*see; a sick 
child, and myseif anythingebut well. ¢ 
Phil, the Jttelq newcomer, did not appear till the 
morning of the 16th TQecefinber, 1856; 0 sliong, teat. 
less ereature, andthe old nurse humoured his alegp- 
“lessness,by keeping him on her knee by the fire most 
of the night, so tht he tvoyld be very sound asleep 
all day, and at night would not do some alll, 1 must 
add here a litt anecdote, so characteristic of the future 
hero, Havelock, who was one of those in attendance 
on "General Anson them, Sep was sitting at work in 
the same room with Navelock when he seceived the 
telegrana from ‘Lt, Mackinnon, ‘a boy at six,’ and he 
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showed it to is ‘ Ab'lysaid the Colonel, ‘ bring 
him up ‘the f€ar, of the Lord,’ Ds, Mackinnon 
starved nif} which néyor answered for me, and more- 
over my little Harry seemeal to gre anything but right, 
thofgh Dr, Mackinnon declared ovey #nd over again 
it was ‘mother’s faacies,’ sp that instead of getting, as 
usual, strong and,soon Icaving my bed, Ishad to 
retutn to it on the eleventh tlay—fainted, in fact, the 
first time I sat yp to write, and sullazed greatly fiom 
night pexspirations, The oft] woman Gyfnforted me 
by saying, ‘Ifsyou nurse this box, you’tl be in,your 
gtave in a year 4’ and, in short, Y'was so miserablegl 
sctreased, S08 ‘to get leave to come and s&& nme-from 
Agra where tfe? then wete. He came for week and 
I revived, “le and the doct press the old 
nurse and she left me, and so did Sei’. > 
January ¥857.. 1 wae eres fong enlivened, however, 
by a visitefrom the James Bechetg Ayho were on their 
way from Cuttaclato Kussowlec, and with them sheir 
brother Sam, and I atwanged to have the haby christened 
during theiz®visit, Mary was to be goammarher and, 
James was to petform, the ecremony. ” We called him 
Philip ‘Tudor after Tudor Tucker, with, whose wife 
Lkept glose correspondence, and for whom I had now 
browght fram Calcutta an entire oe for hetself.and 
little boys and her eldest child Tony’THumphrcys, Bute 
alas | she didnot go, ang the endPwas tragic indeed. 
William, “Bechox was ihe baBy’s other godfather. 
Mary was shockgd at the wakeful nights I had tg pass 
with the Masterful Phil, for got a bit would the ayah, 
stir to him. As soon as he was laid down, cry cry,'till 
takeg up; the same work over and over ‘again, So 
one night she came in, heating all thts.thrangh the” 
123 


REMINISCENCES OF AyGustA BPECURR 


folding docs that divided every ae in the houst, 
and administered a globule of coffed Its gPeets were 
so very delightful that she left nve'the hattle"eontaining 
them, and we thereby effected a complete change in 
the young gentleman’s conduct, But all this time my 
little [Tal seemed pining, ping flevs and strength, and 
never hippy unless squattiig hy Jygperoo. and talking 
tohim. Isent again for Dr. Mackinnon, who had not 
seen him-for a fortnight, and it was now catly in 
February, “Che moment" he came in 1 sawehis face 
fall, and T said, ‘Now, De. Mackinnory will you say 
itis mother’s fancict ?? Ie replied “Pacis up and be 
~ off to tae fills at once, Mrs, Becher; tile fowver days 
the bétter 1%, What a fat 1 But in Tefdtia ye must be 
equal to thédc emergancics. ‘[hdre was then at 
MeerSt Major Jilmes Camphell, brother to my .two 
aunts, Mrs, William and Dts? ‘om Prinsep, who had 
mattied a cousin al! fep’s, [is wife was at bome, but 
he was very intimate with us, and very kind, ‘Le him 
T appealed for help, and he hired carts, stitred up the 
Aervants and tyne off those avho wotlld not go ; 
helped me to puck the fusniture and traps and start 
them all the gscond day, and finally took me and the 
children in somehow, dor tne night, and then started 
us fox Umballa, @lappily my own nice litth: ayateshad 
ome upby-this time, At Umballa I went ta the house 
of Colonel and MrS Hops Grant (Sir Lope Grant). 
She was a Miss ‘Vaylar, one ina thousantl Shehad no 
children to he: sorrow, but took a «great liking for 
dittle Bess, and treated her with the loving tinderness 
she'bestawed on those she liked. Ie was a violoncello 
Player, hut very shy, and the only way to hear him was 
to steal rear whith he played in the dusk, believing no 
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one was near: ithvas a tikay, I knew atid liked them 
before this, but ofly by now did I find out how very 
nice and pi¥od they wege, Iwent, to stay oftly the usual 
ttavelles’s day and one night, byt my boy teok a bad 
tutit next day and was very ill. Oug old Dr. Peskgtt 
was just ther? in cagop in the Bibbial Tope (a tope is a 
group of trees, generally ntingaes, and muchdiked as 
shelter for ¢énts), oh his vaccine tout, which is part of 
the duties of one of thg Simla doctoss, I song for ‘him, 
thankful,to have the child i@ his cate, fog T had, and 
always have, gnofe faith in him, than én any pther 
doctor. The ghild had meseifteric discase. 
remained,a Matnight with those good Saméfitens, and 
then marched@up the hill with the Peskett’she lending 
me a pony I cxjoyed it greajly, and steed for the 
fitst time to revive @ little since Phil’s bitth. Fan was 
not at Simla, ot I syppos? I shoutd haye gone to 
‘Woodville,’ £ cpl she had sSqnt the winter at 
Kussgwlee. How delicious again’is the fwesh air stom 
the show, and the saugh and smell of those glorious 
pines, as you tuin the shoulder,of ghe hilt to the 
station of Kussowlee! J, have said it before, and 
repeat it, no other was ever so delicious; none other 
dwells so strongly in the memgty ; the rest of sound 
at thet bupgalow ; how cold, but,how inspititing | 

a was covered with snow. We could but jus 
get through the pass, or chirange, and the*Pesketts 
kept men their comfortable hogse till we had*had 
‘plenty of warm {ies made in mine, and 4t was fit, to go 
into, ‘Theis time we had taken. ‘Garden. House *~ 
having no garden at all! Ons of Mr. Pengeg’s set of 
Chol Simla houses, the same our frielid Mts, Mills 
had occupied dusing the winter I wae in ‘ [ilerslte,’ 
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T thought my boy improped a litddé when we movéd 
up. [He was always patient and always engyretic. He 
at all times preferred his pony tg the doolyftven when 
he was so thin and werk is seemed like cruelty to put 
him there, @ | . 
On the arrival of the camp we pad the Chesters in 
the hig-house above ws (Strawberry Hill), ‘The Keith 
Youngs were in ‘Lillerslics’ immediatelyabove that. ‘The 
Gotighs bad left India, and Colgnel Congreve occupied 
theit later Myfase close by; and in our immediate group 
of ‘ Garden Tlouseg ? were the Noimays, Mrs. Brind, 
aad Mrs. Olpherts., ‘Chis group wey houses owned 
by a Mr. Bengree, and built ireepularlyetoyt on a bit 
of open down on the top of a spur eaketl Chota Simla, 
about six, alt alike, wich no pretence Wardens and 
chardly of enclosaél compounds, he large one (* Suraw- 
berry Till’) towered above us an the Mall side, gener- 
ally occupied: by 9 Magnate above phis,“as Phaye already. 
saida ‘ Lillesslie,’ woere I had passeal the wintes three 
years before, and above the Mall ‘ Batnes Count,’ the 
Commander ingChiels house ; straight and high up, 
‘Woodville,’ A thur’s hoyse, a little way*on towards 
the Bazaar, »whigh lies in the Tniddle of the station, 
about a mile of more fronrus, perbaps ave, Litherto 
we had always lived on the other side of the at 
‘eastwards. , ‘Lhe Mall is said to be seven miles from te 
poigt at Chota Sing whtere,“Tlerslie’ stands to the 
entrance, or pass, he¥ond Boileaugunges tlfe head of 
the qld road so the plains, Irom ‘ [ilerslie* a road 
goes down steeply fromthe Malk passes (heough the 
Chotg Signla Bazaar to the spur on which the ‘ Pengree * 
houses are built, and becoming a mere footgtrack 
bévonduis ugeteonly by natives ta go to the villages 
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about and down fe tivertagthe bottom of the Khud. 
Lhave thgught b# describing the situation a little to 
make yoUNndeataitt mote easily the efents which 
followed $0 closely on the xetyrn of ‘the staff from 
camp in this most tettible of yeats. ; 
April 1857, There werg many sumouts afloat, as 
evetyone knows, before tit Mutiny broke out; and 
Sep, this April sodn after he arrived, came into my 
toom one day with a gespatch in his, hand, gad suid, 
‘Mark my word’, there will Sc massacres ell over the 
country beforg June.’ It was ‘in theeair’ as the 
natives said, ark they all knew it, ; 
Our bay Worse, and whatwith watching hit 
night and dayg # induce him to take an iftinitesimal 
amount offyfourishment, and, nursing *Phil, I had 
enough to occupy nf, The dear lithe fellow, abwayse 
patient, laid awake magt aigifts, and When I moved to 
attend to the’ baby I would hea th, quiet little call, 
‘Mammal’ but gever a whine ‘ complaint. .His 
endurance was wondg ful. 
The stormebutst upon us (as fat,as my knowledge, 
went) in this wise: Mis, Anton angi her daughter 
having gone to Englahd, the Barnes Cowxt entertain 
ments were few, snd in theéorm of finned, at which 
one of ‘the ladies, wives of the staf], acted as Burra 
y 
, and Ina way, hostess, On th€ rath May, 1857, 
we were dining there, Mrs. Chestgt was Bure? Memo 
Mrs, Youtg wgs ther ahd otferg, a party of séine 
twenty, * There had been great anxiety for two, days, 
past but ne pactiéular news, When dinnet was nearly 
over a telegram was brought in: General Angon toad 
it and_put it under his plate. All felt there was some* 
V senor lady, 
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thing grave,"and as soory.as poatite the ladies wigh- 
- drew and waited in suspense while those lett discussed 
the event, Before long ous, “husbands#came and 
atdered us all homg at ance. The senior officers 
remained forca, council of war. . ‘The telegranr an- 
nounced that the Native Cavalry ay, Mecrat had broken 
out om parade the day Gefore, killed most of their 
officers and others, and some Jadiés and children, and 
ridden all ‘night for Delhi, when on axtiving at the 
city by dayhxeak they ‘vere joined "by the, city and 
other mutitfecrs and massacred every Jiving Chuistian 
i the town. Sontz had been able tonget away from 
cattonnitits three miles off to Meerges* egcorted ‘by 
the Axtilléry, which alone remained innhtat All had 
friends thést, but to,Asthur and. SepAivhose only 
sister, wife of Jehn Hutchinsan, then Joint Magistrate, 
was living in tle city, iycangl a totror y ant HE was 
not till a few ch, after that we,heurd from her ox 
Heary Nicall, that at-the first rumoys: John LMutehinson 
came back to his house (having, heentroused at dawn 
by mesagges.of digturbances), and putting her and the 
two little child‘gn, half dressed, intavt native carriage, 
sent them te Fienry Nicoll’s ‘house in cantdamente, 
(Henry Ni¢oll’s wife wasea first cousin, and at Sisla,) 
Thys her life was saved, and she went iq Cajgin de 
Tessiex’s (in coniaand of Artillery) carriage that atgt t 
to Meéint, a heparan, nat having even clothes to put 
ont And I helicye fiose three werealmoss. the only 
Chrigtian souls saved alive from the city of DUhi 
To resume persanal_ experience, “Th the morning 
General Anson ordered most of the stall’ to start with 
him that very day to Umballa, and to all on leave to 
join cheir gegsments unless incapable from sickness, 
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Colonel Chester pfyoposed 16: take Notman, anc leave: 
Sep. in chaye of thevoffice, Sep vehementty urged his 
ptior claina, but Chests never liked him, and refysed, 
and he remained in chargé’ of bOth Adjutant-Genetal 
and Quartebrpaster-General’s offices. * “Colonel Coh- 
gteve and Captain Seymovg and Colonel Young-also 
remained. ‘The regiment at Jntdg was to march down 
at once, and Sep was to issue the necessary ordetse - 
The Bazaar was reorted wery untuigy, fod after 
the staff and able-bodied men had depagfed the few 
who remained felt we wete a mog helpless coloiy— 
over a.thousang 4vomen, ladies antl cletks’ waives aff 
“numberless clfildren! Very few men usfess. sick, 
besides tradesmen, and vlerks, the latter .osostly half- 
castes, ‘Theyorganised a gathcting fos safety at pight, 
at two places on either sidegof the Razaar, the Bank’ 
being one,'and Dr, Pésifetf’s house at our end the 
other, boeh being ‘ther isolate’ fh pgsition and 
supposed capable "Of defence. So for two nights” the 
upper tooms of thefe houses were ‘crammed with 
women and gliildren, agd in thelower /36ins the men 
watched, ot slepf armed, ut nothings happened, 1 
went for one night, but the thing setmed so absurd 
Idid ngt go again, 
» arOarthe morning or me xsthpSep had sent“out 
his. Chuptasee Ganesh on hogseback to Jutag with 
some ordegs, as there seemed d@afand trouble qbeut 
‘marching, the rfsiment, By and*ye he came back 
‘gquite-in a ‘fright 40 say that the men/had seized Their 
arms, imptisoned their officets» and-were going: to 
match on Simla. ‘This, which of course waf pablic 
news was enough to light the smouldering fats af 
‘the last three days! 
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igth May. Onur wadding days 1857/; At two o'clock, 
when we hed just finished lunch a4 the Chegpérs’ house, 
into which we were moving 4t theit request, and I 
Was packing a box to send to poor Iartiet, jwith 
children’s clotincs, etc. and thirty rupees-~all we could 
then spare—Sep came injwith a°slip of paper from 
Colonel Young: ‘'IRey are looting the Bazaar; gol? 
Tt had been agreed by all our little colony not to 
attempt 10,pass througl, the big Bazaar, if we had to 
go, but to ‘follow ihe track I have described 10 you, 
follewing the sives and getting to Pee at by a native 
fCad. , Ispocketed .he thirty rupecs,anyd, putting hats 
on the children we went out, calling to ac jenpannies,? 
who had keen kept in readiness for emergencies, and 
to the syces for,the hoises, My saddle wis at Colonel 
Congreve’s—I bad lately been riding a pony of-his— 
so Sep’s horse ceme saddled,” the othersbarebacked. 
The two childfed’were sent ir their domly, and I 
statted in niy janpan with the baby! , As I passed the 
ayahs’ houses I called them, atiil they came running. 
We sont noti2 18 Mes, Noss. an, Mrs.’ Olpheris and 
Mrs, Brind; “he two ‘irst were” out as soon as 
we; poor Mri. Norman, who was very little able 
to move, came, helped by her two servgnta, the 
chifdlren in a daly or cattied, I forget kithwehyee 
her men’ were not at, hand, so she was put into 
mr janpan, and I Walked for the present, ¥ had only 
just_cnough mento carty without*any for change, 
Presently, Mrs, ‘Olpherts, a bedzidden invalid, oves- 
iook us, her janpannies‘all right, but her sister, Isabella 
Olphefits, on foot beside her, ‘Think of us, what a 
helploss cavalcade, and Sep all alone with us. Gaptain 

{ [ftter-hearera, 
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Seymour and Colc\nel Congreve, both bachelots, wete 
under. pro'pise to join us and help himewith these 
helpless ones, but the ofie never came at all and the other 
Colonel Congreve ptesently ovehtook us with severg] 
ponids and segvants, and, saying we went too slow, he 
went ahead! Wherfwe gotglown to the river the poor 
ayahs sat down and cried; they had forgotten their 
shoes and could go no further. We sent thetn backend 
I mounted Sep’sehotseasttide, for thfe gogd®was too 
rough to keep on otherwise) to cross th® water and 
test a little, forfMay sun is no jokegand walking if not 
an exercise on dceeps up in India. We put, MK 
Olphests cn byturns with me, and Sep nowand ghen 
took a tatn on the barebacked hotse, O§ vourse the 
dilemma had ¥ound nae dressed “in the mést unsujgable 
manner, for the weather was got and J was caught in 
the midst of hot work,*in Pwas clagl in a thin muslin 
dress withe flountes We had toSctbss and te-ctoss 
that river petpetpdlly, [ was wet up to the waist and 
my thin boots getting*pretty bad. We went op till it 
was too dark ¥o see inethat saacow’ aly, about ten 
at night I should Say, and cht men wetle tiged out, and 
ptoposed to wait some two houts till’the moon tose, 
We hadno food with us, but mtzcifully the children 

t, atdenye little Phil, as I was nutspfo hina, did well, | 
ete had been cattied all day by the faithful Juggetoo, 
and now I por him in myratmsgaiid we made a place 
on the sawd for Mxs, Notman to liefand ] got into my 

* * 
janpan to rest, &ep crouched downs beside me, "and 
we were ail still, sleeping ot tot. Sep had his gua, 
and he gave his sword to Ganesh and his koofte¢? to. 
Juggetoo, Ganesh was.set to watch at a corner ofthe 
4a curved kalfe or bill, used by the Gurkhas, 
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tocks neat the nook we had foun] for shelter, All 
day from the first moment of alarm eteaaa passed 
by natives, single or in groups, laden with what they 
coulde carry away, tind sunning fast, Presently ap. 
peated two of dur own kitmutgirs, bringing a decanter 
with 4 little wine in it ard some ‘biscuits, tied up in a 
duster, and some bread, not much, ‘They said they 
had much more, but some ‘ Sahebs 7 had stopped them 
and eattn,up the children’s food. We found this to 
be true, arf] knew who those men were, ‘This was all 
we thad amongst us till afternoon ofjnext day; but 
Fou don’t know how sustaining won As, and of that 
we had dnough | hf 

We pleckled on again as soon as there was light 
cnoygh, {ited put and hungry.e We GSught the hill: 
interminable when we lyyan to eave our ravineto get 
up toa staging hungalow On the nexy road just below 
Dagshai. I thin’ Mars, Norman’s Fapan musd have come 
up in the might, for { certainly went 4 great part of the 
way up in my own, But I anfomitting the event of 
our night, Mid sutely J must not, for, though the cause 
proved trivial; for rhe fow moments the alarm lasted 
I knew the feding of having to face the possibility of 
death | Here it is t¢ All'was still ancl dark ; Sep and 
I Were partly a§lgep when Ganesh stole sie ae 
look-aut' and whispered, ‘‘Uhere are lights and a 
crowd and a hull& far away in the Kbud.? Sep went 
with him to sey, tnd we hegan to Rear shouts in the 
disfance, and lic returned, havingeseen a crowd of 
natives in the distanex. ‘They woke Jufigeroo, and 
the? fee stoad on watch, I could bur sit still over 
Any" haby, iny heart in my mouth. IL could only think 
af ewO things—to entreat him to keep one barrel of his 
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ligle gumfor me and of thé nise. We woudd slot say a 
word to thg others, hoping they slept. At any tate 
they did nBt share ong alarm and suspense. By and 
bye Ganesh could shout Aid asl, who they were, and 
aftertsome little delay—oh, relief |—they were a gréxt 
ctowd of cootics cattying Mrs, Brind and hex family. 
They had plenty of men, buf could not spare oneto our 
request for help, and they and*their torches passed on, 
Mts, Olpherts had heard mosigof it, byt the gest slept. 

When we arrived at the bungalow it wag of course, 
not only full, hut besieged by coumbers, for tt wag on 
the main sofa Simla and eytry soul had come 
away. We ed there a few hours while ye Sent a 
messenger up forthe station to our only friend there, 
Mt, Sloggetty the «clergyman. «He sent down a few 
men to help us up, and a kindly note of welcome to? 
his alteady over-full hpuse* We got nothing at the 
bungalow but sdinegoda water ang thupaities! and at 
evening we artived, tired enough, at out Ieind friend’s 
door, He coul@ giva me nothing beyond a share of 
the floor already nearly covered by hyo guests. I 
shared a sm@l room with my Old frigid and fellow. 
passenger Mzs, Mayne (her husband wis sew Chaplain 
at Simla), Next motningewe smoved into a little 
bungaldy belonging to one of the younger offisers 
wito had nfarched with the regimoiff, and we got.thee 
children washed, poor things; andeMts. Sloggett got 
me a nice Wornag from the Barrfcks {0 come and help 
me, But it is stzange to lack everythingg—no beush,, 
ho sponges, no shoes, so cleap clothes--nothing| I 
found a pair of scissors and cut off Bessie’s gnags of 
curly hair, having no brush to keep it clean, And 

1a flat, unleavencd cake, the staple food of Uppit Trflia, 
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I tore the skirt of my petticoat to make something Ke) 
wash and dry the children with. ‘That evening, how- 
ever, as smours were rife that the Godrkhas had 
taken possession of, Simle and meant to ‘attack the 
ckepots, all wangen and children were ordered within 
the stockades and the men detaiked fot picket duty. 
1, therefore, found myself one of ythitty-five ladies in 
the band goom, ‘They had filled iv” with charpays 
(solicits? beds), pand as pve came in in the evening we 
all hoped tg 4zet some sleep ; ; but no, as soon as lights 
were dim, stvarms, clouds, of hugs 4 as us! The 

or children coui,t not rest, and M's, Cennan and 
I Sport all night i going from one Ne the other to 
keeps them 1 partially free from, their tefmentors, ‘The 
day was 6 fest, for I wras the only ene Who possessed, 
thy Joan from Mrs, Jennan, a fittle crockery, and a 
few more supets than “hers, Moreover, our’ "Iehite 
mutgars had- foljdryed us, so T was lected caterer for 
the party. All had rations issued toms like the soldiers, 
We bought a litle more, and the sefvanis cooked at 
the Bagtaclss also those who had friends in the 
station had dishes sunt them ready enoktd, but as no 
one had plates, Pad out smal Sumber had to do much 
duty, the washing of,ther also fell upon Mrs. Lennan 
and me, which al certainly did not like, al gdtsuaded 
ithe ladies, to turf out the bug-haunted beds, whit 
moreover, so fille? the ‘ room we could not move by 
day, and lie on, the“tloor; and, having 4 been three 
nights moter less on my fect 1 lay clown that night 
quite worn out, ‘my ligule ones and J, allein a large 
Rezaie Went by some kind soul. But 1 was so overdone 
that Thad to be shaken up by my neighbours, moze 

Tun Indian cotton quile, 
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thant once, 1 called out go. I,dreamed contiguously that 
walls and flooxs and everything positively moved with 
bugs! The mornings I went up to the Bungalow we 
had tried*to occupy, Wwheig Sep rested*after his night- 
work, Thus day after day passtd in anxious waitings 
for news ofthe tardy start of the Chief's little force- 
from Umballa for Delhiy of sirange contrgdictory 
reports from Simfa, and fearful tidings from distant 
stations of massacte and tuin! Mt. Slogpetts was 
grand, cheering everyone, bright dad, kelbful. He 
every day collected all the news eacl® person had 
teceived in phivate letters, and wrote a short news- 
paper for cifintation, Sep sent Ganesh tov Sjmle*to 
fetch a few §tlothes, a few forks and sfSoong, and 
another table. segvant*~one of our pooesellows had 
scalded himbelf badfy, Ganesh brought back wigh him 
my poor little Calcutta ayql, who in her first fear had 
gone straight Pome,” and gathering together all my 
jowels, Id themiff her house, “Mhd Ichansama, a new 
servant, and oge we did not at all like or truss, there- 
upon haled her td the Cotwalee (police. station: 
cohwal is a aativg magtsttatc of bazaar) * but She stuck 
to the jewels, and was keptthere wit thgm till Ganesh 
caine and released bet, apd brought her down, my 
itinkets all ticd up in a clotht Of course ‘she had 
kopt Tow? for me,’ and small lswine to her # she 
thought she had the best tight to thenr slaould ife 
Memsaheb never return? 

Ourtife within ‘the stockades Was fay from pleasant, 
minor agd unrelatable discomfosts tending to pfomote 
plague or any other fearfu® malady, After a little 
time choleta showed itself in one of the othef bazracks: 
ja ‘one day three children died, and ghe nexg day, in, 
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our room Ai young wife,of ¢ civilian in Bengal fell: 
ill, and died in a very few hours of painless cholera, 
We had beet twelve days at Dayshai whenlevery. carly 
in the morning’ I was crosgiag the barrack yard with 
Bégsic (my boots by this time had no vestige of gole 
-temaining and inly dress hung in Ts), when Sep met 
us, retyrning from his dety. Le cried, ‘What is 
wrong? You are perfyetly grey? Someone had 
already said’so, but 1 Lele nothing in particular, He, 
however, Avent stinight agay into the Pazaar, managed 
to collect sfQicient coolivs, and insisted ony starting 
for Simla, no matter what was poing atte The stupid 
litt: ayals would not get on my pony? s ait first T pue 
her ig the'janpan with the haby and Uode; but I 
was, I suppos*, on the verge of illness, and before we 
had got very far,jn the sun { fainfed and“had to tum 
lier out. Sep said 1 sheyld have been down with 
cholera had 1 zematned another Aiyht ft thé Barracks, 
By the time we foto Simla the Cyorkha Regiment 
had been brought to reason by the tidings that their 
brethren (the Sirmoor BattalionS were prarching: on 
Delhi with Ai$on, ‘andeby the fricndpiness, and kind: 
ness of the hill. chvefs tous, Vhoyrhad mutrched, leaving 
only a small detachment at Jutog, « pudrd from which 
remained at our housd the rest of the seasone Sep 
being in charge“ e# the ollices, the gontd “fgually 
Fetachedelor the head of the dept, remained at his 
orders, Qh, how delicious did our nice clean beds 
look once again | wanted to ge"to” bed then and 
there How nice was a decent dinnts, a hath and 
clean clothes! People afl beyan to return, dropping 
back dailf, and strange were the adventures many had 
met with, Some had gone to a hill Raja; samé to 
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distant garden houses.’ Ike Pesketts had done this, 
fad she had svfet with a dreadful accident, a kick from 
.& pony, Iwekily unshod, which literally trushed and 
gouged out het cye.” Dry Peskett put it back, as he 
told me never hoping it would fogain shape, afd kept 
het fot monghs ina dark room. ‘To’all appearance it- 
entirely recovered, but shs neyer saw with ig again, 
All this time my Poor little Flarty had crept on with 
life, Can you, dear Bessic, knowing what he new is 
to me, defeve tat I rather rpished he didnt? One 
less then was one less fear of a tragedy—always 
possible, Bui he struggled on ig spite of bad "food, 
and even, seqn ied to revive a littl, On ourtesun®he 
got a rather ®barp feverish attack, and Di, Peskett ‘ 
gave him quinine, with’marvellous effects dndeed, Dr. 
Peskett said %t seeméd as if the fever game exptegsly tq 
show us the best remedy, gad from sthat time he was 
left to my eare, avith the verdict, qi you can keep hirh 
alive thi8ugh the Yains, and if You cag get him to 
England he may live, but it is only care, not doctoring, 
can do it? And hé was to take cod liver, oil and 
quinine, and begubbéd with the oil, Such nastiness, 
but a marvellous remedy | ° . 

Soon after our xeturn Nis, Olpherts Nad a fearful 
attack»of illness, and I went to” help her poor young 
sister-Lf@la® nurse her for a fewenights during her 
delitium and strange death like stupors. * My hands 
were pretly full, what with har and my house cares, 
baby artlall, * ° mp MEL . 

Fan tqnained at Kussowlee anid wanted us to mové 
up to their house and receivé*Hartie and her childgen,* 
which by and bye we did. But before that we had: 
passtd through terrible suspense for all,those we Dveds 
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all over Inglia, . Day aftex day near post. house you 
might sce gathering crowds of horses and janpans, all 
waiting the"moment of the arrival of thésdak. No 
dak from Caletrtta os anyythere below Dethi, unless 
by chance or pia Bédmbay from the first outbreak, 
+ Some days nothing from Bombay, gr perhaps Lahore ; 
often none from our Jittleeforce advancing on Delhi, 
At one time, nothing. MWe seemed hemmed in by a 
wallpwithotit a chance of knowing, if help was coming 
from outtides Cawnport with its awful story magni- 
fied, if possifle, Shahjihanpore, every soul swept away 
—at first the one word ‘gone!’ expifssed all from 
oft place after anofner; and by sh came later, 
one moze awful than another, Luekdbw, Gwalior, 
Barcilly—adleseemed going, Only Jaahore with our 
grand, John Lawgence was our rogk of hope, At most 
of the stations ia the Purjah certain regiments broke 
away, cither doing? mischief in their rising; or getting 
away stealthily to join the rebels aMelhi, “This it was 
necessity to prevent, so that, the diuropeans and 
Silchs were all on the alert, and there was generally a 
fight. In one’ of these Cieneral Bring, tha husband of 
my neighbouy, has killed, *L wes just preparing to go 
across and Break to her Sep’s oflicial news of it when 
her young son game “running, Oh, please, ceme to 
my mother?” Shervay daughter of an old fiteftd, Lady. 
Sale, bus very uningeresting. I went and did what I 
couttl, which was not much, tis she was not young and 
a very reticent, wont, nae . 
* General Anson di¢d on the mareli from Umballa, 
‘some said poisoned, Tifleed, a fate followed those in 
‘commantl of that force and who succeeded as tem- 
pantty eCommanders-in-Chief, ‘Three died or ‘were 
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xilled before Delhi fell.» Khe tidings of she artival of 
the force before Delhi came one day when Sep was 
@ 
out, and *vith*it news that Colonel Chester was killed 
by the fst round shot fised from the*walls, Without 
hesitation T at once packed a *petang 7 and sént. of a 
pony one stage down the hill (for a relief), for Sep 
was next in tank in the office. , Up country he had'so 
sighed. to"be at Beth, andenow he had the right to 
take the helm, But fae cae Itomg, cotns-ordeted 
my atrangemeéhts, and said he must Saavait orders,’ 
No doubt he was sight in the matter ef military dis- 
cipline, for *yhich he had all pris life been @ great 
stickier, By’ tt this time men were taking “their fate, 
ot opportuntties, into their own hands, and I canceive 
he lost ‘his, thea, fot’ ever. ,Notman ws much ‘too 
fat-seeing and ambitious a man toeallows anather to 
step before him, He therefore, arranged that Sep 
should ‘sty where he was while’ he represented’ the 
Departifent in #he Field, Atthur telegraphed J come 
down,’ and mext day a storming note front Fan at 
Kussowlee, saying she had a pony dak, waiting all day 
for him, #Where are you? **but no, it.was not to be, 
and when other ladies said to. mes Idow lucky you 
ate to have yout husband!’ I,deubted the happiness, 
wher he, chafed and miserable and with very inyegular 
work, paced the zoom or verandth, the burden of pis 
story, “Oh, if you were inEnglgnd and f iseDelhil’ 
Of. that ‘tegtible sieke I Shall say nov wort,” ’tis 
historfeal; but our suspense ahd analety wege what 
none'can understand but those who Anam. a 
After a time poor Hartiet, still living on the shope 


den oblong, covered rattan basket, usually about 13 by 18 inches, ‘ased 
for travelling. . 
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that her husband was saved} a prisoner within th 
walls, and having suffered sadly ftom ophghalmia in 
the Dumdummer at Meerut, came to Simlf’y so we 
yielded to Fan’s'arrangemen? that we should “move to 
‘Woodville’ and recetve her, and she and her wo 
babies, Katic and ‘Lilly, arriveel -bosl farthings, rosy 
and jolly! At last opsthe 9th Sepgember Delhi was 
carried by assault-—at what a cost! Acthnr had been 
wounded ahdénily befote ip a skirmish, but he had no 
notion of leaving camp hefore the fall of the town, 
and I had to break to our poor sister that there was 
no hofe for her dreaeas’ realisation. ora long time 
no tmce-conld be found of how John Hutchinson died, 
“and never any of real certainty. , al 
Arthur sobit after arranged to came up the hill, Sir 
Colin Gamphell laving been sent-out from Lingland 
as Commander-in’Ghicf, She sigil had to await the 
first opportunity of Jaining him, then jmpossible, and 
Arthur’s wound being in the right arm he was unfit 
for service, ‘The day he came up,we vent along the 
rgad towards the Mntrance to inget him and Jan, and 
as he was well known t everyone, mucheliked, and 
moreover the-firk: returned frofit Delhi, there was 
quite a little crowd following: our party. Bessie was 
riding behind me an her white pony, when Yeaedetain 
part of the road nftrowed benween two bitals and 
called the ‘ Chybes Pass? we heard a preat scrimmage 
behinll, L looked round? and saw a young lady we all 
knew an a hugeawhite horse, evidently heyond control 
and excited by the crowd, At the moment bturned 
He was rearing up over the chill on the pony, looking 
a8 if his forefect must descend upon her, and she yas 
ooweflngson the-pony’s neck, ‘I'he girl on the horse, 
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showever, had all her wits’ at command, *and with all 
her strength pulled his head to one sidg, so that he 
swerved and ‘came ‘safely down on ope side and tore 
pastus all, She bravely puta him up the gteep.to 
Batnes Court and so regained controf,ebut the mont 
was alarmitg entugh. ‘This was, I think, near the 
end of Septembes, and soon afer Sep got Grders to 
join the Calcutta office in flack of Colgnel Mayhew, 
who, as Depugy Adjiitant-enetalewent Wp country 
with Sir Colin, while Norntan, an old #ourite of Sir 
Colin Campkell, went down with Sir*Hope Grant’s 
Column, to make their way fron#Delhi to Agra dgwn- 
wards, @ud“pin the forces now making theit* way to 
Lucknow. The quesjion with Sep was-—how ‘to go. 
There was she Bonabay routes and there was a Column 
beipg formed under Colonel Seatdfa to match frofn 
Delhitnd testore order bcteen thgt’and Cawnporeand 
Allahabgds Aftetesome correspondence it was settled 
that he should fo with the Column, anid as qtefirst it 
was given out thas ladies who needed to go might 
accompany ft (so many widoys there avere ¢0 be seat 
home|), he wihed to take me. We had also heard 
“from Lahore that Sir John was fornfiyg a camp to 
escort his wife and otherg, as gatas Mooltan, on theit 
way heipe. We obtained permisston for Haxsict to 
accompany it, and for me also, but, in the hope eof 
accompanying Sep, my bigeage and servlints, were 
started for Dothis Sep left me gn the 4th November, 
1857, and T was to follow in a few ditys; andeso, we 
hoped,"was to end for me ghe suspense"of the great 
mutiny, something apart ftom ordinary gxperience, 
something that must stand alone in memoty far life, 
I have said very little of my own feelirtgs aAd health 
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at this time, “The latter was much broken from severals 
causes, mostly wear and teat, mental and Qodily. 1 
‘was very ambitious, and wis Ksappoinied that my 
husband had no serviee, thdugh hal he heen out, I 
shduld have born anxious enough no doubt; still, 
T was a soldiet’s wife to i hearts core, and there 
were nova few of usfwhe felt a lomping to. be in the 
fight, wamen though we'were, ‘Lhis and’ all around 
me awok® my youthful ércligidus feedings, the one 
point of silefied and difference between us two, for, as 
you all know; your father was never a chutch-goer 
and,never subscribed to theological tenets, ‘Till this 
time I thine my own inneg life lay dornyfit, ‘eing so 
perfectly and entizely happy. Lronly give thanks, for 
I more than idolised him, and wa were truly one in 
tistes dhd feeling, But from this‘time of our separa- 
tion I began to live a life’ snycelf, and perhaps we 
have never again heel so entirely ‘ne’ as up to this 
time, «Jt must be sa when long sepaations come, as 
in all our so-called Indian lives. s\ wif at home acts 
and thinks and-feels independently at honfe, as mother 
and head, and when she retars avithdut her children 
she finds half, Mex interest is away in Hogland, whereas 
the husband cares ndthéng: fOr the babies he has parred 
with,¢and never stems Lo follow their larger clald-life, 
Ad, well! Tdon’t want to soliloquise, and resume, 

. 1857, “I find, ontreqding aver old leiters, that I 
gemained at Simla till 2zoth November, sitting all 
thingseand selling our litle househald effects, and 
waiting ordérs concerning the often-delayed Column, 
Then I went to Umballa, where my distant cousin 
Walter Fooks had already hospitably offered eme 
{udkters.» Jit vas in the Artillery, and his was the 
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awful duty of cartying opt the dreadful Sentence of 
blowing ayay from pau ks mutineets, oa those who 
attempted,to break away from the regiments. It was 
a patamount necessity to ptevent them joinipg the 
muttneets, ‘The siege was over, but stl I think thefe | 
was an execution after I arrjved at Umballa. 

At the last moment came an dftler forbidding ladies 
to accompany the Column! *Sejf sent a copyy and at 
once we ttied, and effected® an arrdageme for me 
also to join Sic John Lawzdnce’s CanipSeind Harriet 
came down, end was packed into thé elastig and 
hospitable roof with me, that we@hight start togetger. 

At the*pof&t of out patting at Simla I clme upon 
the first of a“s€ties of,letters from Sep arbich Tt pte- 
served, Thoy servedo teftesh and correct my memory, 
which, so fat, has een my only gufle And f£ have 
also a writgen accoumt Of Sur jousnéy from Umballa 
to Bombay whith % think I will ¢opy very nearly as it 
stands, only I muft now and again revert bo the,erters, 
without which ‘ny story would be vety bald. ‘These, 
as I read over" desttoy, save ope or two at hig requese 
they are Yery*sad,|_ Patking from us, and having 
to send us away home without again seBing us, at the 
same time heating rumouz% and then confirmation of 
the death,ef his best-loved brothet Andrew at the 
siege of Lucknow, and, above all, the gruel super. 
session which he suffeged “at, tits time. $e Golin 
Campball*prometed Colonel Mayhew to be Adjutant- 
General, and Nosman Depayy, from and* Adjutant, thus 
passing Sver Sep, who remafned in his old position, 
of rst Assistant, with Norman, a far younger gan, dvet, 
hime The appointment of Colonel Mayhew wag but 
to setve his own favourite, for Colonel Mayhew had ho’ 
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service nofany talent as claims. All our friends were 
indignant, hut the blow himself wasyso great I 
think it changed him aliqucthtr, coming ,ar such a 
moment. I think I vever ayain saw my happy, light. 
hearted hushaad, and you can now understand "pet 
haps that a life so entirely, disappofnted has made him 
a grave, and even fir times a/mdi/, 2 soured man, 
There woukl have Bren much more of the latter, but 
that’he ty so generous-hearted*and emtizely free from 
ill-nature ob malice, 

Here, then, is the old account of-our start and 
joytney:: : 

Decembir 1857, Qn the 8th Decembgi, having laid 
our “aks pvjth much difficulty, and with still greater 
difficulty engaged the«necessarye women servants to 
“go alf the way home with us, ditl my dear and sadly 
afflicted sister-in-law and Pstarefrom the door of out 
kind entertainere ad Umballa at eight o’elqele in the: 
evening, Otu dak consisted of six doolies, an equal 
gumber of bang wallahs and mussatchees, ox torch- 
‘bearers, "six men to carry and welieve dach other for 
each dooly, and a serbirabee® Sho was the contractor 
for the dalkind promised to accompany us all-the 
way, ‘Io us it seemed mfsterious how this promise 
was*to be fulfilled, as he appeared on foarewith his 
body of men, so we supposed he would, native fashion, 
go 9s far as the fitst sjage, and on some precext make 
his salam, We found, however, shat, ‘tinlike his 
peopky, partichlarly in that eventful year, he was even 
better than his word, angl was our chief reliafee on the 
way; indeed, we should have been stranded without 
him. 
ma cafleps. "6 Prbberd, ono who arranges, A contractor ar agant, 
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Orders were then in fbrte that all travellers, ladies 
especially, should give ptice to the Ciwilian of the 
Statidn cohcerhing the tinfe and mode of their journey, 
and that ‘hone should depart without being attended 
by ene of mo mounted Sowats, aseescort, I hid 
accordingly, *twic&@ over, sent due notice and requests 
to the proper authority, but at yht o’clock no escort. 
A police cliuprasee came antl fet ug thgySowats 
were always seat out to wal: at theefirst chiiwkee or 
police station, outside the etown, for Gks; but as 
we had to pags, after leaving Cantonmtnts, through 
the heart of the old Native City,gat all times slisaggee- 
able butenow @specially so, I insisted orf mf own 
chuptassee, @rtesh, gging beside me till we should 
find the escgtt, {Ganesh had, been left with me, but 
was to rejoin his master dixectly aftefI left.) *  ¢ 

It is time to desctilae theeOntentg &f our six doolies. 
Fist, rage Hgtghinson with aday, little, fat, fair 
gitl of a baby, @little more than a yeargold—‘Lily.’ 
¥Then het Engltsh savant, wife of a Colour-sergeant, 

invalided, going homg. She piqued hetselfon some 
day being a*lady as said Cplour-sergeant was next on 
the, rolls for a commission, Mrs, Coty: her name, 
With her travelled Katie, & livaly‘little soul, between 
three and faut, Third, Mrs, Gardines, a widow ofthat 
. Sad ee ’ 
std time, ous fellow-traveller for mutual protections 
(Had also two children :, offe a fone boy of fous, the, 
other a, Baby vith, an ayah, of Kaglish wet nutse, I 
forget.) In the fourth dooly, five and? six—my own 
two, Myself and baby in ong; the-other, Bessie now, 
six years old; and our delicate little Hatry, got quite, 
threg, with an ayah, The necessity of taking the 
delicate boy home had quite decided the questién’” 
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whether totindertake the antuous journey of remain” 
at Simla tilhY could rejoin jay bushand, now on the 
way to Calcutta, Our plan avasdo joinat Lahove the 
camp Sir J. Lawzencr, was forming in order to take 
hi wife to Mop!tan, and with her as many ladies and 
“invalids as he could undertake and who could join 
before a certain datce My servants and Inggage (as 
previously mentioncs) and camp equipage had gone 
to Delhi, and so-svadenky had d heen, forced to alter 
my plans ithatthere was little chance of my belongings 
artiving in tine at Lahore, Add to this that all the 
seryants had refuse l to go with me to Mooltan, 
Lahore, say even to Umballa, before t lett Simla, 
Evect though T engaged a khansams on high pay 
especially ior the journey he was at the {ase moment 
Missinfy, the childrern-and T being at the very moment 
of starting, T uwened tof khitnutgar who had"dis- 
pleased us much by. being the first,who cejuged to go, 
the same who had been scalded in the Barracks at 
Dagshai, and said sharply, ‘ Tagssein Bux, you aust 
go; you make your bundle.’ He was giving me a 
fast cup of ter, Ie put down the kutile, and in five 
minutes stariad, bundle in hand, with me, and went 
uncomplainingly and doitgz first-rate service all the 
wayto Bombay t He wenr from Umballa.by, Bullock 
teain, and joined a Lahore just in time, 

- ‘Meantime we hare started, and are jogging on in 
the dirk at the usna] rte hearers chagse, actl with all 
the chmour atid dust necessary on such occasions, It 
ds vain to ty, as we did at first, to keep the doolies 
together. or even in sizht, We can only agree that 
When the hearers are changed we shall wait for one 
avothefsand give no buksheesh till all have got their 
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stew sets of men, Thebsétbitahee mu "go ahead to 
have the Piiefs ready, soy when we-enterthe crowded 
natrow streets of the cit, we find.we are each alone 
practically 3 I only have an ettendant, the faithful 
Ganesh, beside me, Unfortunately fer us there ig a, 
festival amdng tite nativeg that night, and the stteets 
are full o£ men aid torches, ang the noise of Shouting 
and native’ imusic is igh get. bygwith the 
gteatest difficulty at foot pace, alm “celing ore than 
commonly nervous, for every native fide seemed to 
look bold agd independent that year, and most of 
them peer curiously into the dloolics as they gass. 
Outside *the%town I waited for my compinions and 
sent round t8%eck fos out faithless guard, andl was 
obliged to send ‘back Gatiesle; and we made up out 
minds we must go on and tgke our fhance witKout af 
escort. ‘[’ve got @ rov@lver,’”say$ Mrs, Gardiner, 
putting ea head put of the déolp, ‘it will do to 
frighten the mes? but not if we want td re, fog t have 
no powder of *ball,eand don’t know how to load or 
fire if I had? So we agreesl it hadebettet not be 
displayed aFallf , ¢ 

I must confess I did not feel happy*at finding no 
escort, ‘There certainly hal been ho accidents beyond 
frights epethe road, and daks had*betn open See 
time ; but still, I knew the order was stringent that ro 
lady should travel unescorted, #ad having “trayelded 
that way*before Teknew the coolies were the wildest 
looking men I,had ever secn, and that they s¢arcely 

nderst@od our Hindoostanca, The night stages were, 
very long and the road very lonely, The Sst night 
we had 52 miles before us to the Bungalow betyecn 
Umballa and Jullundur; again so tifes, faore? I” 
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think, or thse would not Ive been a postille halt 
before Jullufidur), where we were to rest he day at 
Colonel Innes’ house at Julludurs’ another long Aight 
toAmritsar, and a shorter one to Lahore, We might 
have made a lrdt between Kuma-kaserai and pul- 
fundur, but we preferred pot stopping If we could 
help it, * That Bungalow at Suma felt very lonely all 
day. I'he sechiraheo/bleyst outside, Mfrs. Gardiner’s 
boy had fever, and tinge a bir sthut chile felt i¢ much, 
and kept histmother for ever at work by his fretful- 
ness. , We wele glad of the pretence of a long night 
befare us to make antearly start, Our bearers looked 
rougher thin before when they mustered“and T feared 
we might have trouble, In the midal@ of my first 
sleep down came the dooly with acctish |, and T heard 
yells atid fighting the dogly getting a push or a blow 
every moment, Welt | thofght we ace in fox some- 
thing, I supposes poeped out, anl Aiscoweped there 
was, ftany t&e, no one there but bearers. Tt was no 
use calling to them, however, they todk no notice at 
all, so. 1 fumped out to gee whatemy companions were 
about. One dooly in sightonly, set iwi by the side 
of the roadp ind poor Mrs. Court walking? about, 
wringing her hands, anu’ calling vainly‘ Qooly- 
wallfh, Doolywailah,’ the said hearer beingalsard ae 
work fighting over my dooly | Nothing was to be 
done- but wait the Mug of the fights so by and bye 
they divided, and consented to put-theie shoulders to 
the pGles agaiti, still every man loudly vociferating. 
A listened, to fined ‘out if £ could what they ‘Aad dis- 
ageéed about, for the Burden of the eries had been 
| Marl Marl? an ominous watchword we knew. too 
well, ‘Po.my £reat comfort | pathered that my men 
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were abusing roundly “PAjee Mussulman,’ Being of 
two classes the mon lid disagreed, Med mine, the 
Punjaub&es, had tugnedfout the Mussulmans to carry 
-the scrvant, and go behind | 95 with mind at zost, 
T tuted to, sleep again.- .Stops——noise, yelling, 
crowd, smoke, sand—silence! Out I jump agai 
Here we are, all put dowl together, the crowed of our 
men disappearing towards tlisunt fires, and only one 
very wild specimen ailing Mis abygsal belorgfolowing 
in theit wake, No, no, ftjend, ‘ You Sie down there, 
and move at your peril.’ I made him squat at the head 
of my dooly—nevet let the mussglchee out of yoits sight, 
the others azo Sure to come to him—is a kssch Phave, 
learned timeeand again. Now, however, my plan 
seemed not to agswes, for in vain I fnale him call, 
No man cme, and we wandered étom one dooly to , 
the other and sesigd, weling fgrenearly two hours. 
At last opr serbirahee appeared, i, great tribulation, 
‘There had bden fifteen daks the niggt befoge,’ and 
no men wetedo bghad. We assured him we must go 
on, that some aLrangement must be made je but hoy, 
without @ur guardian, should we have fared at this 
pinch? Meantimé Une man had deluded my too good- 
natured sister that if sl gayeehim eight annas he 
wourl, go and get men. Luckily she told the scr- 
birahee;"who pounced like a cat%n ihe man and mgde 
him yield his prize. And chen gf he wehtspromjsing 
to collet atid bring mén as s8on as he could, -By afid 
bye frue to his word, came ofr champion, gnd in a 
moment we were surtounded by a ctowd; new bearets 
and old, more than eighty“men ; the old clamontittg 
for buksheesh. At the moment they all apfStared I hid 
1 pay, scamp, rascal, 
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gone to sper to Harrie, aig choughtlessly laid the 
coins intended for buksheesl, which till ngw T had 
held in my hand, on the top{ of my dooly, “When I 
came back, of course, i, had goie | Iwas closely sus 
totinded, but I tyaned upon my friend the mussalchge, 
and said, ‘Where is the huksheesh seyau’we got itt? 
The creature opened Its eyes wide,pand meekly un~ 
closed his hand, whegs Ify the missing coin! ‘I'he 
next sMintic T somorfoereti the embers of men all 
tound me, and flanced at the thief, a huge, ill-looking 
fellow. I really believe 1 should not have dared if I 
had xétlected, and oply the quickness with which 
-T turned of him surprised the man inte showing he 
had the money. ‘I'he others laughed atround, and 
shook theirtitly long wigs at nie, jumped into my 
cdge ang we were oll, 7 

We got (0 S.oodiana Buafpalqny at about three in the 

morning, and agsged we could very,well gon. We 
longedeto get go Jullundur, where, fof the sister and 
self there waited a kind welcomg from Sep’s old 
friend and-brother-oflices and his wife. We got there 
late in the day, but the kinelly greeting more than 
rewarded us jaad our kind friends! spite of their own 
numerous party, insisted sormuch on our needing a 
nighv’e vest that we did wait, much to ur "own 
comfort and their difcomfort T fear, ‘ 

Colonel Tanes was now if command of what dad beet 
the 6rst NI. ‘They had ‘hroken out and “hulted,’ and 
only 309 remained faithful ; many of these were hative 
officers, and the men of the Light (Sep’s owny Com- 
sanys and ghey all came ima body in the morning and 
nsisied on sceing the children, so { had to go amongst 
heutl* andushdw all the boys especially-natives care 
rothifig for girls, 150 
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Hete, again, we aphid to the Civiliai Sor an escort, 
but though promised it\never came; y our one 
constant thainpion gppeifred again at the head of his 
men, and we started fo Amritsar, The old bungalow 
thgte is far away from any part of, the station, amd 
stands facing the Tort, very much alone, Here we 
found an old hag hauntifig tle place with effets of 
service atid begging, first tepins one of out party and 
then another by coming an sittigg, down giesoato us, 
We could not get sid of her. Hatricewas trying to 
bribe her, saying, ‘If I give you four ennas will you 
go away and not come back?’ [She was certairly silly 
—-we thought tnad, and the children wetesffighttned, 
Presently she «ame to me talking, and laid holdeof my 
atins. Poot little Bes§ shrieked out, antl sgn to me to 
push her aay, thigking { was going to be hust; but 
she tired of us ook aberaale and went off. 

T sent t the Civilian again here regarding an escott, 
and he*(the {si who had given fi self so, much 
trouble) todee down himself, bringing the® sowars, 
made them picket their horses teady for a gart when 
we pleasede ‘This we did late* having But a shost night 
beforeaus, the distafice to Lahore not great, and we bade 
adieu to our faithful ruaner, who had*kept with us 
ago injles and was made happy with a gift of four 
supees. * : ° 

December 1857, We got to thg I'ort Gdtewat Lahore 
before the sentry wou d opem to us, and we -vaitéd 
outside, fecling "safe! ‘This ‘vas the moxging of 
Tridaye 13th “December, We bade adieu to Mr, 
Gardiner, and went 10 Major Ommanney’s quagters, 
which were very good ones considering thf crowddd 
state of the Fort, 
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This cousin (of the Lingites r¢) had lately been joined 
by his wife St daughters frm Lingland, [le was the 
same 1 have already mentfoned as lendinfg me his 
cringe in Calcutta. ' 4 ' 

“They gave us very lage room with a tempogary 

"partition tua aéross il, in a vety cry seate, but the 
room was a luxury tofis, afd the kiad welcome a gull 
greater; to me the area comfort was the prompt 
decisondand cnegeyawitl which aur hostess entered 
into our magy wants and pelped me in every way, for 
dear Harric, what with her many recent troubles, and 
her clrildzen, and beigy very unaccustomed to act for 
hessCifpleg all management to me. ‘thopgh-this was 

‘perhaps best, as one can arrange better then two, many 
a time in yaat journey did L wondetsil I should ever 
come te the end at it! “And, if Lever hall time to sit 

oo 

down and try to think, 1 falt utigsly distraught, £62 I 
was far from strong, Many causes had combined to 
destroy the health with which I hii hithefto been 
blessed “ll the time of my lite in India, und now I was 
in great yresent anxiety for my husband, on his march 
down country, Lor his“ prospects.whrich sere most 
uncertain, My, letters were’ uncertain of arrival, and 
as distance increaseda between us, more and more so, 
of cqurse; but iy return, Tere was Vrilay..- The 
camp was Lo assembh: fourteen miles out on itonday, 

e,had ia tiie interig to procure tents, carriages and 
climels from Government, We had to cngaperkaharg ? 
(to cargy our daolies)‘and servants to go with us; to 
buy our pots and pans for cooking; platesyrdishes 
aad stores; goats Lor mitk for the children; boxes 
t6 pack of goods in draw Jor money and exchange 

‘hearer, 
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our drafts for others dn¥Mooltan and B mbay, All 
nase things cost much tte and ‘cont ainays but 
now, swhefi everything was hustle and confusion, and 
scarcity gteat, ten times¥worse, Good* Mrs, Omman- 
ney, however, delighted to findSt was, as she said, ‘a 
woman of bysiness,’ set to work with'a will, and we 
got all donc. Hposscin Bux @appeated by bullock 
train just in: time, but no caytp cquipage from, Delhi, 
which would have saved hal¥our sguible andexjeense, 
So we had to sally out into the Bazaar 6a Sunday to 
buy pots, kettles and crockery! On Monday I wanted 
to make an catly start (for I alwgys dreaded the*sun), 
80 as to get into camp fot breakfast; dear Blaftie, 
howevet, couMb ast be peisuaded to leave before ten, 
and being naturally unteady at all times Tt was eleven 
before I saw*her and my litle onc» depait. dt was 
“always my plan to ft {hott all before me, so in this 
case I put the two little boys and ayah in one dooly, 
and kept Béssic .(Sllow with me. ’ Lucklgss creatures, 
we set off to fad oge bearer deficient, “I wafited to 
wait and make the contractor fetch anothets but he 
promised if ’would start that hé would pick up another 
in the Bazaar, and kt¢p with me till he did so. Need 
I say it was a fiction? 1a desgrled me, and supplied 
no cooli¢ | and the remaining men were discontented 
and lazy, Rept putting us down every five minutes and 
resting ten! One sitapping fellow walked with, a 
stick (theya/hi 1 of the period, Shod with several*iror? 
rings off one eftd)*beside us, I &sked dim if he was 
one of the kabai’s? ‘Oh, yes,’ he sajd, ‘ the Chowdry# 
made me one, but I’m a sepoy and Pm going dawn’ 
with you to join my brother at Mooltan, anf I’m not" 
1 bamboo quarterstatl or bludgeon, Xgead?’mang 
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going to agrty your dooly f* Pleasant hearing, this, 
and the su has so hot and the dust so thick, Other 
doolies canic up—passed, snd jpgged fae ahead: Not 
acreatuce within hail, Pressitly { spied a fespectable 
dld obfuprassce in the,T.awrence livery, and by digt of 
talking to him I got him to walk hy my cooly some 
time and keep the fen From puping me down so 
often. . But he, ok maikas he was, could not dawdle 
andetvaby so slowdyfos lag; and he also went ahead | 
That horrid man with jis stick kept still besice us, 
Once he saidehe would cary the child gn his shoulder 
if I Would put her put of the dooly--but I was not 
lik@y*to allow that At last, at fourtinzhe afternoon, 
I saw by the number of people, catie and camels on 
the roadathit we must be aiprqaching camp, and I 
‘hegar to pluck mp courage, for sometines I felt so 
worn out [ coukl,only fink [ewas glad I had ‘been 
careful to have geither deessing-case nor ‘noney, nor, 

* any gingle thine worth robbing, wh me. “Presently 
I saw 4 gentleman with long jack, boots on side up, the 
disst I kad sgen who went slowly enwugh to take 
notice of us, I called ‘out,to him, amd emtreated him 
to help mein some-way, By Sood luck it Was, the 
tight man, Captain Black, who had charge of the 
camp, He carried off my frlend the sepay, thén and 
there, warning thé others they should hive gentle 
reminders If they pape me down once again, and rode 
‘olf, ‘promising to sent out a set of gnen directly he 
got igto camp? He Was as good as hig word, and that 
evening sent hack every one of our men wheh fines, 
“and supplied us with sets from those under his owa 
“control. . 

We sponrgog in, so tired | I need scarcely say how 
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ayxious poor Harrie hade hedn, and how shg had been 
feeding all the little ones on het hands, oot little 
Phil whom‘ was nursing still, and how. sorry she was 
to have betn so late in starting. . We had each a tent 
issued to us by,Government, af thoeg which werd 
being sent down 1% Mooltan to mect the European 
tegiments then beaianing td arrfe from Englaad via 
Kurrachee, ‘They were soldifts’ tents, and we were 
to pay the carriage, at cast a paid uty wry, 
while Harrie, having lost her fusband by*jec Mutiny, 
was on the Reljef Fund, and travelled at Government 
expense, They were a good sizg, double poje,* but 
with single fy, afd Aannats only; very thing hivfhg 
but one lining ®€ dark indigo blue. Four doors with 
‘ bhoots,’ a sort ofspertido entrance, and io uttrinjee 
(cotton carpet for the floar, We hadeo keep mest of 
the dSors-closed, so What,wwith the gcant opening and 
dark lining wag very gloomy, vety,hot by day and 
vety cold at nigh; for, after the manneg of natives, 
our klassis (tentepitclers) stole all the tent pin§they 
could for firewood, ayd could not be madé do peg 
down the sid@s oftthe tent properly, so that the cutting 
wind swopt under ou's“canvas walls at will, and often 
the spaces were wide cnough fog dogs to get in! I 
remembered ewith affection my belowed tents in ¢he 
old Headquarter Camp, and the tomfort of them} 
We had bought some suttrihjces@at Lahote,y having 
been giveriea kigdly hint on th® subject, so we Were 
better off than some of out neigttbours*whé, having 
forgotte® to make any enquiry on the subject, could 
do nothing better than spread down grass when they 
could get it, Our furniture consisted of a Common 
stting charpoy (bed) in each tent. No Qedelings; to 
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square cw 5 tables, comfnbst property, for as we had 
but one ing establishment we dined,at one sible 
and then sent it on to the next ground, and kept the 
pther for tea, Besiges, we Ifad each a trestfe dyessing- 
*table.and ong, er twa morahs, those invaluable [nding 
substitutes for chairs, You will*say, AVhere did we 
sleep? and well yot may, who fo not think nights 
can ke passed other! than between white sheets 
artPwitm blankgyt You shatl hear; but first I muse 
describe ayft retinue, -I'wo kitmutghars: Hoossein 
Bux, of whom I have alteady toll ygu; a fortunate 
find whom we had engaged at Lahore to go with 
Hire to Bombay, ‘hese wo, witn @ mussalchee to 
help them, cooked and waited on wa at work catly 
and laternad on the march alfnighe; they were capital 
servénts. A hearer each to help pack the carts, mind 
the children asd, do altethe (fnt work, A bifccstic 
(watet-carricr), Aaweeper and an qvah hetfyeen us, and 
twonchuprgssecs, one to go with"the carts and the 
other” with us to keep the beaters together, "The 
latter were, most yecessary, creatures, and those 
who had them not had, much ofpublt, ‘The two 
were friends’ servants, trust’ men lent us fox the 
niacch, 

Camp orders avere that. no one wis to ke walls out 
of the camp. At to and theee every morning at sound 
of the first bugle ell ddoligs were to assemble in the 
centre street; at thE second, ty sart, A party of 
sowets accompinied them, one heyide cach dooly ; 
none were allowed tq stray, stop ox delwf, but all 
travel together, All the advance baggaye and all clint 
followed had to assemble and march under escort in 

1 foutntoala, 
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the same manner, Nov hstwe had no inglination to 
getup and dress in the middle of the niglff and disturb 
the childreh by*so dodag, the weather at night being 
froezingly cold, we slepttin out goolics—slept just as 
we tyavelled; and so cold were we that our handf 
and feet were qquiteYnumbed, though wrapped up in all 
out warmest clothes, shots afd stockings, «wvatm 
hoods, comforters and all! \Whhen the bugle soynded, 
out one indefapigable* kit (the etker gone?aleend) 
brought us a cup of coffee, and we tougkd ourselves 
to dink it and,tic blindfold wraps tougd eur eyes (the 
season for which you will presegtly see), the, kfhssic 
had orders to putl down the front of the tent} afld*we 
were cattied out forthwith, Was not this a fantous 
invention Anyong wito has gravelled on hat most 
unmakeable o£ roads, between Lahose and Movltan, 
is atvate that howdyer, mfich ojhers may vaunt 
having expbrienced the greatest, qmount of dust 
imaginable, yet Mat. particular experiencg must, beat 
alll Add then to your experience, oh trav’ller—~ 
which perchance may he that of riding the mfawches or, 
travelling dat—our present style, Low canvas doolic 
with flapping canva$°cuttain doors, meying at th 
tate of two miles per hous, ¢I'ifrgneof these in a bunel 
togethér, and A mounted sowat besiele each, even, | 
believe, ont on each side! All théspare bearets ; th; 
dust mote than ankle degp! Wag it sttanfgeethat y 
felt burigcdein dygt gre our weatf pilgtimage, genefalh 
lasting till near, nine o’clock, was ovér! Tho firs 
thing W%s to rush just as I was to the-cooking plac: 
at the back of the tent and prepare food for thg babies 
and supply the older children with biscuits 4nd milk 
and water, and then to get them washgl ahd dressbd, 
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breakfast, nd, when happily’the dear chicks reposed 
again in Brcre peaceful midday nap, we could: get 
dressed, Then we must dige and pack'for the advance 
baggage, and after that, durifg the entlicx part of the 
‘match, we enjoyed aome very pleasant evenings of 
that charming scason in Tndia, the ‘eold weather? 
We Imd toa at dark ‘and Svent to ted very soon, too: 
glad tp shut up our m@ancholy tents and forget our 
ofteai tO sad thgnghts, ‘Thrée days after we started 
my camp oghipage cameup from Delhi, We had now 
a double set of cooking things, not nach too many, 
howtver, for we had been as stingy in buying as we 
cotild bé; yet that march of 33 days gost me, to my 
shafe only, soo rupees | a¢ 

Our pruty in camp was lafge-z21, I think, besides 
the Tawsence femily, among them five widows and 
about 27 children, Mogtao£.thym travelled in dbolies 
as we did, but, the, riding party vas, fairly numerous,. 
T believe, agd they enjoyed it very much, “Sit John’s 
kindness and watchfulness seeped everywhere, and 

ethoughewe were all too busy to see much of them, or 
of each other, their party was invasiably to be seen 
strollirig.ahont camp in the evdnings ; and on Cheist« 
mas Day all who ewoutld ro out were assembled: in 
thesBig ‘Tent, and on Sundays met there for-service, 
As long as we tefnained in the Lahore district the 
pple pretty gootl for our table-bread, how- 
vel, we could not pé after leaving Lahost—-and for 
t fowwdays lofiger, by the kindness of, Lady Lawrence, 
who distributed all she,could spare. As soGn, how- 
wet, ag we got intorthe district which had been 
listurbed by Mutineers, and the villages deserted, we 
refan #9 bd bally off, and often got only a fowl ot two 
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and a few eggs (you ididlv'a fowl in Indjg does not 
usually mean what it does in England, £ thing large 
enough to toast or bail l)., Now and then a piece of 
; meat fromthe Big T otha a luxury, The worst part 
was jour supper, consisting of chupatties without 
bitter and tea witltout milk, for our goats gave only 
enough milk for the little ches, * Think of us, sitting 
over this dicary mel, in a dafk tent, lighted by only 
one candle stuck in a bottle, holding our eyelidssup 
from the balls, they burned agd were'so ifgtable from 
the effects of the dust of the toad, andglsttie had had 
ophthalmia at Meerut. and alwgys feared sheSwas 
getting it again. © 
At last we veore so badly off that I wrote to an®old 
feiend of Sep’s who was%o teceive us at Mogltan} Dr. 
Macintyre, anf asked him to déspatcheto us by colic, 
ot in*any possible way, sot® provisions, Two days 
after two large baie appeared by dale catt, contain- 
ing, to ou ‘greatWelight, bread and cake f fresh eggs 
and good fowlspa tegdy cooked great piece of beef, 
and fresh mutgon, rabbit, vegetables, butter “and tea | 
So well stocked were we that we could spate for out 
neighboius who wefe'neafly as -ill-off as, ourselves, 
Still happier were we to ative gt Mooltan; a long, 
hot and extra dusty match was. that ; ebut still. we got 
in unusually eaily, the bearers fhaking a postboy 
gallop, perhaps, of the last nfirch 8 Oe 
January 1858. Our friend wasut when we atri¥ed, 
and wwe Were able tO get a little decentlp comfostable 
before BBcame Home. I was ready to see him, though 
ag usual dear Harrie was far from ready to appear at 
breakfast, As soon as Dr, Macintyre heard ‘that we 
were anxious to join the steamer with Lady Layvrente 
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he rel to delay ‘n6t' a moment in securing 
berths. hort, the best thing was to gtart at ence 
to the agent’s pllfice, and he, very good-naturedly drove 
me there in his buggy. Ile warned me on ‘the way to 
ook well to my owa interests, as (he gentiemag did 
not bear the characteg of being verf obliging. 1 found 
I wawlirst in the fick, ahd my ngne put down for a 
cabin supposed to be Qext best “Lo Lady Tawrence’s 
(lstionld say tg I had written to, this agént from 
Lahore toegecure a passage), J being the only paying 
passenger on dhe list. My sister had to irust to the 
attafigements made,for her by the Relief Committee, 
beihg ¢ Government passenger, “Ife ert was 
allotted in the saloon of the steamer. Caving already , 
some cxyertence of Ganges steamprs, 1 supposed Indus , 
stearficrs would be arranged after moch the same 
style, and took thy: troulile tp examine the plans pret: 
closely, 1 foundl, first, that no gabins Itad windows, 
ox posts, oply:small lights of thick plass ih the deck 
—not possible to open! Secondly, that if Uarrie had 
a saloom ‘berth, she wuld havg just as much length of 
a locker as would sullice to lic on,"Lor herself alone, 
the childranaand the servant ffywhere, or nowhere, 
as the case mightphe, At curtain was drawn across 
thet portion ofsaloon fitted for ‘Ladies? herths after 
dinner, and remédved before breakfast. “You tay 
divine how delightlully" private the occupants might 
bel My first question was, ‘There que meny more in 
our marty thin will Il the steamer, and others have 
come down hy dak whose names are on yout list, Is 
there tg be a flat attached?’ Yes, there was to bea 
flat, but as Lady Jawrence was to po in the steamer 
ie wasssuyipased to be best and most ‘ honourable.’ 
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‘ » 
Nevertheless, I said, ‘Lee me sce the plat the flat.” 
Here no names were as yet entered, and at onte san 
that ehch cabirl, tiny'tgjt avas, had a large window to 
itself. TRe next questidn was, avhether the Govertis 
meng passa, sors {gr whom thet was’ao room in the 
,sieamer woutd be allowed, to #ke up these cabins, 
Being answered in*e aflitmaijve, Tat once entofed my 
own name for one cabin and"Elartic’s for the next, on 
: 4 : aa 
the outer side of the vessel, for in t% Inglus the flat is 
secured to the side of the steamer, not wwed astern 
as they are inthe Ganges. I paid nity Advance, and 
concluded the business much %o Ds, -Mgcintyge’s 
amusemeitt, lo*had taken no patt at all in the matter, 
but sat by, hi# Sherry black cyes twinkling, and when 
he drove off brokevintd a chyckle’ of delight at the, 
manner in which out,friend bad been’made to confess 
the superiority of they flak, *ind thesbhsiness-like style 
-of the wh fe pragesding. Good D1? Macintyre, how 
Gatiolngty te very empty house, and his@wn ajfsence 
all day, suited u$! ‘Bhe luxury of not having to dress 
and do drawing-room «nannctsato a hostess wis great® 
indeed, seit we had all qur boxes broken to pieces 
on the march, and had to make new atrahgoments for 
everything, ‘Lo sell our cathp tings, and as much {o 
ry e 
do as coud well fill all the days gf Our weck’s stay. 
Our kind friend also very much admired you, my 
Bessie, and nojhing was wo gogrPin his eyes fotgtltes 
child; go*absuiyl gompliments tgo highflown to be 
paid taher, Also, when he discovered how hosfestly 
free om vanity and conceit you were, there was no 
litnit lo it! We left this hospitable roof togeake ip | 
out quarters on the flat about the roth of Januagy, 
1858, as neatly as I can remember. Oug pargyfon flat 
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and steama was neatly the Same as in camp, with 
moge ‘additions on our boat than in the steamer, 
Amongst thesa were our old:“riends Colonel’ Joey 
Chambers, wife anc childscn, and Ds. and Mrs. 
Christie and wo nicé lite girls, , He had bee cut 
down at Meerut, pulted qut of a huge? and left on 
the road for dead with, twenty-Upte wounds—three, 
voxy neatly mortal, on the nape of the necks left him 
unable to hold nis head upright for more than a 
moment, isady Lawrence and her steamer party had 
the gdvantage Gf fewer children, a better saloon and 
table,-ding clearer devk ; as we, having fosty invalids 
foryasd, Were crowded up with piles ef liggage aft, 
The top gf the centre skylight was the“dnly safe place 
-for the cuildren to play, as there wits not a semblance 
of protection at the sides, They,sloped off without an 
inch of bulwark.” We btgged! for staunchions and 
netted rope, it'when they put vp,staunghions they. 
fixed’, singl> rope along the top and sailcloth hanging 
loose fram it, thereby making the diinger greater by 
“concealing it: 1 have to describe to you the amount 
of our accommodation. “Lhe, cabins! guch as they 
were, six, perhaps seven, fect long by five broad, In 
the Jength was a fixed board cunning along under the 
port, which was the bed, be it noted, ‘Lhe, boat was 
wn iton boat, and the heat of the sun by day caused a 
aWety steam to cunSawn in, sixeams at night on the 
inner side, ‘The first night I got wer throtigh and my 
mattress soaked, but by nailing up @ suttrinjes* to a 
cross beam and tucking it under the side of "the bed- 
ding, we kept pretty dey afterwards. ‘Lhe width of the 
bed took up half the cabin; under it we stowed boxes, 
1 satranfh coloured cotton mat or darcy, 
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Phad got a carpenter to put up a sew cofher shelves 
in hoth oyr cabins for basins, etc,, and swing ‘lamps, 
and with hamimer aiglnails we did qur best to be 
snug, Aétoss the end Behind tke door I had maderg 
moveable shelf fox little Harry i sleebyon, ‘The little 
one lay at my fect, and poqr Bags had to be remoyed 
from bed to floof,after T hgd undsessed—th€ ayah 
outside, This was close enough packing | Wéhat did 
poor Mrs, Chambers do opposite vith five chi dfen, 
a husband and an ayah, with» exactly the stme amount 
of ascommodation ? Our table was statKily provided 
and very bad, the children veryeill-off. The sqldicts 
generally “managed to steal our goat’s fhilk. | We 
stopped for Wood about twice a day apd anchored 
every night, but*Iemugt say the shore was not as, 
offensive as f have earlier desctibed* the Ganges, I 
suppose the smaller aoownt of vilkegts and vegetation 
may accopgt forgig The Indus és ag uninteresting ' 
river to go down in this manner. I havesno regollec- 
tion of any plac woiwh mentioning except Roree and 
Sukkur, which ate grand. The tiver generalfy is so 
wide yqu nfver “seo hoth danks at once, and often 


‘neither. What you do sce is nothing but Sand deposits, 


which constantly shift and after the havigable channels, 
Great pigges fall off the sides of thése, which stand 
pretty high above the channel, as the watet,washes up 
in the wake of the steamge as it gaPeeps by, attd in the, 
still night*you ficar constant squnds of a slip and 
plungejnto the water of these masses. At Roree*there 
are numerous rocks, very hard and lofty ; they Stand . 
on either side and close in the current of the ajver, ahd. 
it is, in consequence, deep and very swift in its stony 
channel, The rocks look like huge piersfor g gigantic 
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bridge. BAN are crowned with forts, called Roe 
and Stikkur, one in ruins, the other kept ap, ancl it 
is rather a faveurite stations SKkkus is a town'lying 
Iedlow this great pate of the’ river—large, ‘busy and 

- prettier than most Indian towns, fom the houses ate 
boil with stone, and lowk clean and‘ prosperous ; 
the bank of the river being stopf, the usual dirty, 
mydldy‘siverside look is not here, ‘There are quantities 
of agatcs and coMnelians found, We houghe sttings 
of them for’r few pice, ecinmon and ill-cut 5 neverthe- 
less, J had somé of the larger ones finished and made 
inte 6 ‘rather nice Seacclet at home, The current 

“between the rocks is diflicule and dongctous, lie 
shooting a sepid, and it was very excitif, ‘Lhe water . 
chas scocped the marble rocks*ihto singular and 
beautiful shapes ahove the pass, but the moment, you 
have passed undef the fot yout pass inta still water, 
and hese are’ tht shelving hanksoarain. . Lhe rogks - 
come’to,an end, and the ave forts crown the extreme 
points file scntrics, ‘Tere we sw the banks at the 

"Ghat covered with buxes, al’ one, sltipe and size, 
They contained thousands: of piles for Eaves, 
and had aif there a month or more | a: 

‘Soon after passing Rote we ran down 4, native 
boat, Te was ‘lupag’d?? beside the sandy beak on the 
stde of thedlat, ‘Che stegmer had an unpleasant way of 

thfushing sound cut ys very clase when the hank did 
not lic on hey siden ‘Lhe same ngareshavé was made 
on {bis occasion without calculating on a baai-being 

‘there, Jt was a ptetty large boat, with three men in it 

‘busy over mending something, Harrie and 1, sitting at 
hee port, saw the near approach, and it was dreadful 

Pied ap, 
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* 
fo feel the crash close btside us of th@ frail boat, 
ciyshed c and stetn together, and sce the terrified 
hoteds of thé thretyfaces as they disappeared. A 
greater dash still overhead mgdc. us tush in terrog, 
too, for all our,children were on deck and trying to | 
get up we found it impossible, »for all the staunchigns 
of that side of the standing awning were carrice™Mvay, 
The ridge pole snapped in the middle, and the deck - 
covered with debris. * For a few ngomenis we Tefred 
to hear some child was hurs, and indeete considering - 
these were a dozcn or mote little oncg c@llected on the 
skylight at the time immediately eindcr the placofyhere 
the bean? brake? it was ptovidential I betieve one ot 
mote of tho®® poor natives were drowned, bit we 
did not stop tohtlp. ° “ - 
: e 
I cannot Quite remember the nufnber of diys wé 
wet getting to Kurficheo*twenty-One, I think—but 
the morninfy we gceched the mouth of the tiver is not 
soon to he forgotten! At Kottee we kad bean told 
by the steam agentethat the steamer and flat being 
required for yroops with the Jeast possible dtlay, wo 
were to be thanfed over igto a Government sea-going 
steamer at the mouth"of the river (it wa8 @ ship of the 
Bombay Navy, but very stall eif*a man-of-war !), to 
goto Hiyrrachec, At first we congtftulated ourstlves 
in the prospect, for our present abodes, being flgt- 
bottomed were anything, but plamant to goto seadn, 
and nog sefe insough weather, ,The last evening we 
castapchor in a middle of the stream} if I ronember 
tightly, and in the morning ceuld not sce citherfore, 
and before breakfast time fouhd ourselves towed ly 9, 
long rope at the tail of the steamer, Our unlucky flat, 
built after the pattern of a snuffer tray; wag abou? as” 
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al t 
pleasant asShe old joke of beitig sent to sea in a wash. 
tub! ‘Appetites at breakfast were delicate,and com 
plexions white, not to say qrepiish | “At about nine 
we came in sight of the steamer waiting “for us at 
anchor, and before ngon we were alongside, that js to 
say. the steamer was, gout we were outside and rather 
behitffi the steamer, and the transit from flat. to steamer 
and thence up the side of the high seagoing crate was 
pr€cakious 1g saysthe least of it, and we unlucky ladies 
felt rather 4 despair as 40 how it was 10 he accom 
plished. We hed left behind all servaets excepts out 
two, kitmutghars, wighout whom we should have been 
utterly helpless, for ihere were but (ug getitlemen of 
out party, Colonel Chambers sick, antdewith too many 
af his own to have any help to spare for others, Dr. 
Chtisfte woundetl and with broken arm. ‘Lwo others, 
strangers almost! ¢é'hey dil theifbest, hut it could not 
be much among coamany, None af.the ship’s officers. 
came-to hela; they contented themselves ‘with lean 
ing over the side laughing and inking at the helpless 
rscene of confusion. Neither diel they send any laseare 
to carry up the cabin hagpage, “it was avith the 
greatest dificulty we could get our boxes, bundles and 
countless odds anderds cfrried up by the crew of the 
flat, Children afd small things we bad to manage for 
gniselves as best we could, All day we were ina 
fopgless muddle, hty_as'the,sicamer passengers were 
first moved we got a hurried diongr, and ate it were 
ordered of On the quarterdeck ofthe Oxfopare at 
last™iound ourselves. a Six Inclies, sixteen Children, 
about byo servants apiece, packages of every descrips 
tlon—ov the deck I say advisedly, for heyond we could 
nét, peagifater We looked into the cuddy, which 
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seemed small, and satv*alout a dozen’ ship’? officers 
*and gentlemen sitting over wine and Biscuits after 
théix diner, Beyond, we were told, wore four cabins, 
one thesCaptain’s and, thrce already Allotted, one to 
Lady Lawrence (who, poor sdul, was very ill), atid 
thd others goto ladies from the®more favoured’ 
steamer. ‘Two tiny awniftg cabins just large eaetigh 
to lie down in were also ajpropriated, and ye were 
kindly told by the Pavsce table stewards that we must 
wait and do thé best we could in tho cu@dy ‘when the 
gegtlemen had finished their wine,’ whigh they seemed 
in no hutty to do, for they sat jill dark, and owe poor 
babies were allectoss, without supper, aad ter deepy 
before we cguld get in, and then only by invasion, 
sending in a body,of native servants with eundles and 
bedding to sake possession | * * Sige 
%AM Not exagger ting Ha L gay that we could not 
stand witlrin the little cuddy at onge, But by dint of 
stowing? way svants and packAges™inder the table, 
and children gon ig and all round, w mamaged to 
atrange ouigelves pretty well. The gentomen, sick 
or well, mast, of cnutse, take Their chance on the poop, 
Those who wore sersick? and as meagtime we were 
getting out to sea, a protly rough night, many were 
alteady overtaken, must lie down at once ; an the 
childre® get supper—of this tere was no sign or 
chance apparently—there vas gpither milkynor biead 
on board, iNo tea was'to begfiven that night ;* afew 
sweet “biscuits *spfringly doled dut wore all thg unfor- 
tunates, wilhdut resources of their own, could pas, and 
“Yet they charged us 8 rupees (46s.) per day per head, chil 
dien and all alike, messing money | I paid gis. for self 
and Bessic, feeding the little ones from my oyvn storgs 
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and the hetp of the poor Sicie'kitmuighar, who came 
along the deck almost on all fours to being me the food. 

To us—Tlarrie and self, and: five children-—was 
allotted the top of the table, » She lay dows and her 
two, and there remained just room for my three with 
theit little beddings gide hy side. © My. ayah rolled 
hee up under the table} J Tatrie’s nurse also; and 
I managed to establish € chair on*which 1 wight have 
slept, dout as the space nurse and’T occupied was in the 
doorway we covld not settle till the very uncivil 
servants and «gentlemen ceased to require wine and 
otherrthings from the sideboard, and that till pretty 
late.” Thé Captain's cabin was all thiseime lacked up, 
and for many reasons it was a necessitfalo open it 10 
help out edd. At first he refusgch all the matvied 
fhen’s solicitations on our behalf, and said he should 
come down at cighy.o’clotk to wind his chronomtter 
and sleep there, ,At last, al the request of the other 

ne 4 “6 
ladies, I asked one of the genuemerf (Dr. Jones) to 
bring htnt dofwan, Ie put his heal in and, being next 
the doos, Pasked him tg try and make hig way among 
us. He just glanced rouncl, used very song language, 
tushed away, and presently sent ‘ite down tho key, of 
the cabin! Lady Layrenes, with Mackenzie, who 
was travelling wieh hes, ITarrict and myself, longed to 
spend a little time of deck, where we went 1Sbreathe 
fh air antl cat oyg very meagre supper aftes the 
childidn were sctiled, Brut we Were tacitly chassded + at 
nine ogclock tite metf. brought theft Beds and” be an 
to useless. T mugl cxonerate the gentlemen OF our 
party from the charge of these rudenesses, they were 
not likely°o commit them; nor do I know who the 
parties werer There seemed to be several on board 
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besides ship’s officers, ‘nid? one and all nag only were 
hot helpful but were very much inclined to, amuse 
theinselves impertingnily, at our expense. So, soon 
after cight we had loebeat a getrcat to our misety 
below: cockroaches and ditt, erowding and sickness 
and odours indestuibable | Thg sea rough eee ‘ 
necessitate closedaports, fof the breeze freshenedeiitet 
sunset and the littlévessel pitched horribly, angl when 
T went down I found That if my boys were to shegrat 
all and be kept from slipping off their "polished and 
unsafe bedplage, I musi stand by all gight. ‘Till thice 
o’clock I did so, and then quitegvorn out I woke the 
ayah andetold ler it was now het tuin and she fhust 
, hot lic dowa* I sank into my chait, Howtvar, 
knowing the wenn to be both lazy art} sulky, 1 
watched a little and saw her, the moment she tRought 
me “asleep, disappeny ing ay hex lajy aaclow; and the 
_ Hgxt moment a lugch nearly sent, lytle Tlarry flying, 
T had to tmp and finish my night on-watch { I have 
no doubt Harrie hadthe same qrouble, but Mrs, Court 
was a better belp than, my nasty ayah, /Thd misery of 
that night is not soon to be forgoticn—nearly every- 
one seasick; luckif none of outs afaey ihey once 
fell asleep (and T am a firsh-ratq seiloz), the crowded, 
stifling etmosphere—abounding cockzoaches, As tarly 
as possilole in the moxning I was“iatir, being the only 
one unaflected by sca-sickness Jewas apptaked 10 on 
all hands éor help. The first atid general cry wi tef- 
Allour native Servants were miserably’ ill, My most 
efficient help was a kindly disposed gentlemecy by 
name Pollock, one atm disabled by a wound at Delhi,” 
and of whom I knew very little, though he cfme down 
- With us from Lahore, ‘Lea from our qwit stage, capst 
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found ‘tomtwhere by him, &ndeWwater brought by poor 
Hoossein Bux, erwrling, I made tea without mille and 
cattied it to my patients, climbjig over the talate “and 
faking my way to ppor Mrs« Lawrence, amid cties of 
“Oh! my baby,’ ‘Mand my head, Mts. Bechet,’ and 
‘Oh, take cafel?; got easy whda the stupid Tittle 
yasvet pitched and tossed ‘on a fineeday as if she were 
ina pale of wind, I heard from Gne of the next party 
wito followed usedown the rivts in the same manner, 
that out inhospftable hast, the Captain, had given a 
most amusing account of our miseries aad appearance, 
partiCularly distinguighing ‘that Mrs, Becher ina spotted 
dieSsing-gewn, who was to be seen everywhere.’ 

. All misery comes to an end, and*ro did ours at, 
dyo o’clgtk the following day, whon ‘ we,’ that is to 
‘say, Tady Lawrence and hee party, [arrtet and myself, 
found carriages evaiting fac us, ¢with a kind weltome 
from Sir Bartle-ethen only Mr. Prese, ‘Chief Came | 
missioner in Scinde, Absent himself, he“Yilaced his 
house find establishment at our disposal. Government 
House ft" Kugrachee ig ‘nice ?,at all times 3: to such 
wretched wanderers a veritalle elystim le We found 
a Portuguegedsutler, and at breakfast next day: prawns, 
justlike English prawas. [fee we found Mrs, Thornton 
frorh up country‘ulso, already established, butIthink she 
went on by the hex€ steamer, which started very soon, 
ind which f refused ap jolt, ag we were too glad to wait 
Ind fest awhile. Lad} Lawrence was too Al to go on 
it onee, and We were too thankful to say with her 

Prenat on letters to g cousin, entry Reevés, who 
vas then Membes of Council at Bombay, to ask For 
relp on ftival, and gladly availed myself of the fort. 

uight’seintérva) between the despatch of the steamets, . 
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, Reading over old 1dwter$ from Sep I figd T was in 
great trouble about hearing nothing of him, at-this 
time’ Those ‘lettersgf had received from him irtegu- - 
latly..on the way dows wete, as I have already tqld 
yoy, vety sad. He had matched from Delhi with 
Colonel Seaton’s Column, in gompafty with ane 
and several others of the Fleadquatter Staff, for-wtlich 
T-was thankful; bi: they patted company, I think, at 
Fattyghur, they to jdin Sir Colin Canrpbell, *heto 
make the best of his way ky dak cfet fo, Calcutta, I 
must have raceived, either at Kuttaghoe ot before,:a 
letter I have still from Arthut,on patting with Sep, 
and thet! I heal nothing, as I shall tell yqu préstntly, 
for six weekse* So now to continue my old story’: , 
At the end ofa éortmight a. Government, steamer of 
the Indian ‘Navy came, sen? up from Bombny, tok 
Lady Lawrence, ang wjtly her several ladies were to. 
go; and}, wh pad retained and paid for a passage 
in the next mail steames, gave it up-and begged also 
to go with Lady Lawrence, , vow 
‘The Captwin came,up to sge and arrange*but wag 
rather ‘astohishdd at the sjze of the party he found he 
“twas expected to tak&, He was'a merty,, kind-hearted: . 
man, however, and only stid, ‘lEaou will go with me, 
ladiess] will do my best; but I tell you I canaot, 1 
| fear, make you all comfortable.”* His jolly sailor-like 
manner, however, was zefttshing and a tileat to us, 
Thg nsorning came for our%tart, We got déwn to 
tha,gtegmet most comfortably; and the roweout of 
harbour was vey pleasant., But out blank &<ts on 
"seeing our accommodation, ind sealising the state of 
affairs, would have been a comedy to a disinterested — 
spectator! ‘The cabin, originally from “abut 16 to; 
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14 feet longy by 8 of 9, with Ado good ports in it, wag 
now divided into two parts by a temporary, bulkheac 
between ihe gwo ports, Ipavipg a snuul dodrway 
between, Bunks were souphly fitted up “wherever 
they could be put; @ long slip of shelf along, the 
w bulkhead with holes lor basins ; thus far, well, 
TR mumber of people : Mrs, Knatchbull with baby 
and Liaglish servant, Mis, Jones with two bays and 
Gitelish servant, «’Chese had the inner division, In 
the outer: Mes. flutchingon, two children and Lnglish 
servant; Méss, Mackenvie; Mis, Becher, three 
childfén and ayah! ‘The kindness with which we 
were teceived went a long way to hedp as happy, and 
with‘some help from others who had felittle zoom to 
spare we jflanaged. J aly Jadyrencer allowed ine and 
ny beady Phil toelic on'the floor in her stateroom? 
n the stern ; ther maids Siant, ovtsidle, And after the 
itst night they, rieged us up a charming plice on deck 
vith flags, where J ady Lawrence, Miss Mckenzie, 
cand others slept delightlully, (an the first night we 
vere theke'l was awakeped by the apparition of a lite 
iguse wrapped in a blanket, and £ pittous’ voice, 
aying, ‘'heecockroaches are &? bad, Katie and [ 
could not sleep, ane Aunt Laie said I might come 
ip t you? ‘The two lie gis, Bessie agg “Katie 
Tutchinson, had been put up into the upper berth 
agether, dor mitesal, Afotjer litle episode (not in 
fy fitst old sketch) is Of the dirst morning onboard, 
hen, having ot water and my smal {uh to Waspethe 
bildtem, I found it coukl not he done ia the cabin, 
) being, pretty carly TP established myself outside, 
cing too*svon io interfere with breakfast. Captain 
hemsoa caimepby, ‘IIullol? said he; ‘well, I do 
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like this, it is famous | *so fe stopped to hap the small 
oys in the tub! He took a very great fancy to Bess, 
carthed her all' over yhe ship and to the enginc-toom, 
and used*to sit and ial to meendlessly about how 
she,was 10 grow up. I wonder if he would think 
had done you justice, my Bess, he was dlways lecuftigg 
thereupon, . s -” 

The messing was*excellent ? not as expensive as the 
Kurtachee boat, and ve paid no passage money and 
indeed, though the old ship,was vex} slow, we found 
the ime very pleasant. .? 

We tcached Bombay on the fifi moruing, a Sunday. 
The Captain goltl me to be up early to see ihe’appfbach 
to the Harber, a sight 100 lovely ever to fotget! 
That exquisite oudine ef rocks and hills $, the tow: 
and fort in % droamy haze; “the tints of sunitise. I 
dovlt if T have evertsecp pifything, more beautiful. 

Here I tnust,lgave my old gows, and secur to 
memory, with the aid of letters, etc. - ‘ 

A boat came alangside with a letter*front Henty 
Reeves, moss hospitably asking me to his ows house, 
Uareiet wot to*the ‘Refyge’ prepared by the Relief 
Committee for the feception of all Uaqse who had 
suffered in the Mutiny. Ifdy Taawxence was received 
by the Philip Melvilles; and so ‘we all sepamted. 
Hatwiet left overland by next mfil as did Lady Law- 

. ¢ 
tence, but T could not jafldrd ge overlattdes journgy ; 
besideg Telove ihe sea, and h®&ped to henefit Sy ilfe 
Cane vayage. {The Vernon, one of Gréen’s ships, was 
about to sail, but alas! forthe ane cabin aratuble 
they asked me 1,500 rupees} and I could gnly givé 
twelve. So I waited for another ship, and Waited long 
~six wecks, and finally took passqge ‘in g vagsol 
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called for thie occasion thé Scthampron, a very large 
screw steamer belonging to the Amsteydam and 
Canadian Line, tendered for troops, The 7th Dragoon 
Guards had lately arrived in-her, All this*time my 
hosts were kindness itself. Maxy, my, cousin’s yopng 
” secohd wife, had then, two little ones; #he third was 
Soke dudng my stay. Tie was, Hike his brothers, 
neatly atone deaf, but also, like Yxederick, charming 
intorfversation. We took me to the Caves of Hlephanta 
in the Governof’s steam, yacht, and I invited Mrs, 
Monty Whitesa previous acquaintance and very dissant 
connékxion, for the pienic, IIc also took me to a ball 
at Patel, where I saw the fisst specimens of ¢rinoline, 
to, ag as yet only heard of, and these, ‘im one of two 
es showing an inordinate mnouatleof leg when the 
wearers sat down of danced, did not" recommend 

themselves to met = “w, € 7 
I was vety iJlanearly blind and yery ‘veal from 
continued diarrhoea, so that T could hardly “sce any+ 
one’s f€afures actoss the room, «and dial to forego 
work afid"reagling, ang on coming inte the shaded 
rooms often had to cling tq chair or fable? both from 
weakness and dslindness, T had gi¢pe at first in a glass 
toom over the porlicaoveltooking the sea—delicions 
lazy ‘sound, how'exquisitely peaceful | and there was 
a little Hindoo Temple down among the rocks by the 
shote, a ttle bell caastadtly inkling, and a sink ox 
conch blown by the pritst for his worship. d was glad 
to getra chance of sending off my sully aya on ker 
Caléhtea journey, and an,Lnglish woman, 0 sexgeant’s 
wife, was sent to me froin Mahableshwar who wanted 
to: go hofte. She at once took the child from me, 
Meawasanhout fourteen months old, and Bess and I 
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went down to sleep if Arodm in the houség-at peace | 

y friend Captain Thomson came to see me, and 
prestutly, when I hag taken my cabin, he took his 
catpenter*on board andefitted it up. with little hoolg 
and, shelves in gll available cotaets, and would have 
none of the cost of it. He toqk me bn board, tom * 
when the time éamne, in his*own gig. =! 

Another visitor wis Colonel! Bates, one of outgoterie 
in the pleasant, days Of Sir William Gomm anda 
favourite of outs, He was now Secrtiaty,to Govern: 
men at Bombay, ‘To him I complaingd ef my distress 
at receiving no tidings of Sep sigce he had lef, Gawn- 
pore, and now 4ny time for sailing drew near “afd I 
feared to get mitidings hefore I left, Tclegrams could 
not then be sent by private individuals, but ht, promised 
me news, ant added to his fext message, ‘ Hs the’ 
Asst, Adjutant-Gengral, agfived ja»Calcutta?’ He 
bsought me the agswer ‘Yes,’ gladgening me by so 
much at thy rate; but happily my letters in prttears 
reached me juat before I embarked. Maty Reeves 
gave me letters for her father, Mr. Rutherfrd, at the, 
Cape, and we stiled in the latter days of Match os 
beginning of April. ** *, 

March 1858. My f{ellovt-pasgengers on board the 
SS, Soayhampton were: Mrs. Fred Mayne, the same 
who came to India with us on board the EvVenborongh, 
with hes five children—the’eldestehad becn*sant horpe, 
Her coysia, Mrs, Macdonald, Wife of a doctor ; Lhat . 
beqn slightly aqgualated with herlzeady at Simla She 
had one little gitl about Bessie’s age. | Mrs. Allengwliom 
I afterwards found was sister-tn-law to Mrs, Matthaws? 
Beechcroft. She had a girl, also of Bessie’ age. A 
widow of a Lieutenant from Madras, T° fogget get 
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name, ‘butras she was not a/ lady, and we found it 
impossible to associate with her, it mattegs not, 
Lieutenant Keyes and his wile, with twa chidten, 
he dying of dysentery, A Captain White whtom I had 
seen, but hardly knew, at Simla, also, dying of the same 
agd ‘disease, contract] in the camp before Delhi, A 
Lieutenant Burrows, All these, yourla. ‘The Captain, a 
Belgian, barely thirty-ovo. ‘L' he ‘frst mate, Dixon, an 
Epglishman, stillyounger, ‘T'le second mate was the 
only one who Boked, ar was, a scaman, We soon 
found out that crew and officers were ill-assontedhand 
did st agece; sailors of every nation under the sun, 
mofé' Spaniards than others, and all*mutinous, ‘The 
company to, which the ship belongdth were on the 
point of ffilure, ancl we s started shart of coal, and had 
to pit in at the Mauritius Loe mote, ‘and at every 
possible port, “Short Gf provisions, toa, Lor" the 
children were, ms}, abominahly fed, and with con- 
stant temonstzance it was hardly “possife to get 
enouglf ' ‘The biscuit was alive with aveevil, the rice 
with nfipgots the bread uncatable, and the baker, a 
friendly soul and the constant recipfene Of ode com> 
plaints, told ws the flour was a Bitch put on board for 
the soldicts on the autwitrd voyage, and had been 
sonflemned as fnfir for them hy a commpttee of 
officers | ‘Chere were twenty-seven children in all, and 
shay \ were often expected Lo live on 4 curcen of tinned 
Youp (the bese part ofthe meal; a curry of uneatable 
crap of pork“(rice half maggots) tad a shedy’s head | 
W28 spent all our money in food for the children at the 
rorls, and sometimes smuggled one or moze of the 
rider litke gitlssto our own table. ‘here were five, 
neluding Bess, of about the same age and size, I had 
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‘wo cabins within the Shdics’ saloon, one isthe middic 
&f the ship with no means of light of ventilation at all, 
the wther opposite, jyith four berths vith a scuttle, 
The two opened in a litle passage,.and shut off from 
the saloon. «A gige arrangement it had seemed oy the 
pla’ but pragtically it was casful. ‘The nurse and 
Phil had the inne*cabin, and Dow she slept and lived 
aud kept things I ean’ think. She had to tight a 
candle at all times to see, The other tyo and I bifid 
the larger cabin, but as ih berths Svergeactoss the 
ship J could net lie in them at any timg with comfott ; 
and besides, I was all the time sugtering $0 vety Siuch 
from genctal demngement I could not lic at all some- 
qtimes, and spat my nights sitting or leaning along 
the: settces of theesalown, Every misery, of ditt, | 
smells and lagk of water thatwan happen on Board 
ship,twere accumulat$d yperf us, lay the condition of 
the vessel, alaptegl for cold not“trqpical climates, and 
the utter Mglect of our comfort by the €ptaia and 
purser, Poor Mr. Keyes became daily wolse, and 
hardly came qn deck after the first days; "hfs wife 
seemed to cae little, but ryher io hate him. He was 
tended by the quarterhfasters, and soon the stench from 
his cabin was g0 poisonous that svecould not go ingo 
the maire saloon even for dinner, All the time poor 
Captain White, dying of the sam disease, lay at the 
end of the saloon, sad apd Quicte not ablé @ tquah, 
the misegalle food, Mis. Maye and I went to bint 
to spe if ye could do anything {or him, and fed? him 
wwith some of out children’s atrowroot biscuits, and 
begged from the pitser some of the good champagne 
Kept for the captain’s own™use, We watched and 
fanned him by wens at night during the Unbearable 
177 


REMINISCENGES OF AUGUSTA BDACHER 


heat of tht tropics, He “ast | to say, ‘Tt is a race 
between us for death 1? but he was always a gentle 
man, gentle aad prateful, while the awful stofifis of 
sdaths and screams and bad tanguage that proceeded 
from that cabin was ‘feightlul, ‘The end, happily, was 
fiot long coming, ‘The'caplain came toeus one day as 
Mrs. Mayne and I sat together, * "and sald: ‘Mrs. 
Mayné, you are a clergyman’s ‘wife, Iam an une 
béliever, but evel I cannot bear to see a creature dic 
like a dogd F'Gr God’s-sake, come down and say a 
prayer for him? So we went down—she would not 
go yithout me—and found him lying on the floor, a 
quartermaster at his head, and his Wife ating near, 
He was at the last gasp, and could nof¢gpeak. We did. 
nos stayslong, She seemed heartless, but I believe . 
he was as bad a‘innan as gould well be, ind she must 
have had had tithes with Lim, aad the two wretched 
children were diSeesed from head borfoot.” mf 
Mya poor little Harry had thriven wonderfully at 
Bombay, where the children lived all day out-of-doors 
‘na compound, two fect thickwin shellpunder a great 
rortico and barefoot. I.trembled for*him’ in this 
randemoniath, but he Kot on” pretty well on the 
whole. Tle was always 'so sweet and patient, He 
nade friends with the pusser, an old Dutelyfan, into 
those babe he often crept, and sometimes got a 
tesh eg “given hin for hecaktast (fax there was a 
pecial coop of fowls ‘Kept to lay eres for the captain's 
ueakfast) ; and one of the quartermasters taok tes the 
roy afld devoted every spare moment to him, carrying. 
din fogward amongst ‘the crew, where thé child was 
upremely happy and filthily dirty. Thad to stop that, 
Givoves, fore they fed him with junk and plum- 
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grading, to my hottott When the child”came out 
regsed ing the mosning the first glance was to the 
sky-lifht scuttle whege his dear friend avas sute to be 
waiting f8r the greeting I wish I could remembes 
his game, the mgngwas so truly food ghd loving; at 
the end of the voyage he pgsitivtcly wept, saying, ‘4 
would beg, round the world fer this boy.’ But this is 
anticipating, ‘5 . 

We put in at Mautitius and weretdetained a eile, 
the difficulty being coals, At the Cébe Ldanded and 
paidea visit to the kindly Rutherford Mmily. Mrs. 
Mayne*went to a4 member of ile Cloete family, her 
mother havingebécn one of them, I think. Mr. Ruther- 
ford was a méthber of the Relief Committee in con- 
nection with thoSeein INdia, and as scvewsl of aur, 
passenger ladits werg travelling under relief, he sent 
a'deputation on boarg, whdcondeamtd the flour, and 
compelled she captain to take a caw op board, fresh 
flout and tice, Poor Captain White was lgndedein the 
hope of benefit.* I went to seeshim, but he fi dd next 
day, poos fellow. | I went also for adviceeto ond of the * 
best doctors? but nothing was possible uncer the cit- 
cumstances of such h’voya zc, On bortd we found 
out. bread delicious—at fitter the baker was fisst 
tate; biff next week when he brogght down the tray 
full of loaves, ‘Bad bread, ladies! I cant help ites 
they mix the good and bas flour, did give mofe of the 
bad eveyy day 1%, At the Cape we, happily, took on 
boasmd at Captains Jamieson with his wife, and al&o gn 

todividual to whom the Captain gave up his Cabin, 

whose name was a mystery, and it remained ene, for 

Captain Jamicson refused to allow her to cgme to thé 

saloon table, and we none of us made any acqyamtante 
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with “her. Lt was in many ways a comfort to have a 
married man. on board, for things were really so 
miserable and avicked. Ww three—Mis, Mayne Mrs, 
“Macdonald and I--often sat together in thé evenings 
and, wondered, jf suckfa ship could prsive safe in port | 
Tk was, at least outwirdly, a tifle better after we Left 
rtlre Cape, though there avas 4 small'mutiny among the 
sailors® ‘They all came aft afte the captain, but he 
shit himself: up Safe in his cabin and left the third 
imate to dehwith them, » 

We put in’ St. Vincent, and anchored close to that 
beayhfal transport, the Himalaya, A. friend of board 
heard my name as passenger in the Southampton, and 
they sent a boat for me and the chifayen to RO and. 
“speed therday, My friend Was sitter to Captain Piers 
who commandefl the vessel, and hearfhy my tale of 
discomfort he tileth to gettme tensferred to his “ship, 
but the captais, df our ship would met alld it, Why,. 
I canstot, sav, ot why he need have any utetion in 
the matter. Mowever, so it avas,tand after three 
‘pleasant dayson bousl the dulightful,eclean, orderly 
ship, failing to get coals we departed for Madgira. 

Here I landed in the Jamieson’? company, ‘and avent 
torthe Hotel and spent three days; had a delightful 
ride up and down the hill, We had supposed the ship 
ta be as full as it could he, but, lo | on our cetumn we 
feund the deck oered with forvigners 1 We had 
taken two lrench families from Mayritiug; .now we 
found German and Spanish, all very sicky lying all 
about™the deck,- and being ill atter the disgusting 
manner of foreigners in public! ‘They had: knocked 
up tempoyary cabins on the main deck, and we. had: 
fourteen new*passengers, and a dead body in a grand 
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piste case! The nutfitbef of languages Spoken on 
oatd thay ship was. fourteen, and the babel amongst 
the cltildren intlescrilable } One gentleman, Russian 
Count, we found verye pleasing, He said he could « 
speak all the languages but Lindoostance, and he used 
to"go down among the childrenaand ts; to pick if up.’ 

Now, eyety day brought jus nearer home. Wem 
plucked up’ heart alittle, and began to bega little” 
hopeful. We steamed "up the Chanel near enortgleto 
see towns and villages very plainlya Folkestone and 
Dover especially. We anchored off the lore at hight, » 
and astived off Gravesend op’ Sunday mpfning, 
6th June, 1858, at ten o’clock, and hete I went asKose, 
leaving my kas to be given to Smith Elder’s agent, 
who had ordets togmeetwme at the Docks So, with 
the Russian Gount and one of two ethers, I Idfided? 
and made my way iQPuyngy’, whege mother was then 
liying, and ¢ook ghem-by surprise, 9. 

They Were expecting me, but whn, they, could 
hardly tell, I gvasgin rather better hile’ when I 
landed, in spite of misgries, for J could sq bétl#to read, 
and wotlk. *But*mother used constantly to look at. 
me and-say, ‘If yet would only lose sthat scared 
‘expression.’ Indeed, I thiak we who had seen ngne 
of the*myful doings of ’57 felt its long suspense *and 
fearful anxiety more than those “vho went through 
gteat excitements at the time, I ict many*aie Bomlyy 
and at hotwe who seemed to mf to have cast it by. & 
an evil dream, And almost forgdtten, ‘while Iand a’ 
few more I could name felt its effects long after, thd_ 
have never lost its impressions. , 

We cannot have remained above a week with mother 
and Mr. Beechcroft.. That little houseywat a gquegzee. 
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for so ioxthy, and I serene how stiflingly thick to 
breathe T found the ait, after the wide plains of India 
and the wider, sea. I sent.wway my sergeant’s-wife, 
and had my first experience ia hiring a nurse a¢ Soho 
Square, « large and formidable personage in black 
fatin! I, of cousse, gopposed her all that was cellable, 
but after she left me I discovered sie was addicted to 
the bottle. My little Hal and Ihad to be diagnosed 
bf George Greamne, first of physicians, and always 
kind friend,(brother 10,Mrs. Octavius Ommanney), 
Both little boyg were put in a pram, far Hal, though 
thred years and a half old, was too weak in loins and 
back to rua much. Also my first day’s leisure was 
spent in a ryn down to see my dear Awnt Emily, who, 
shad.settlfd at Reading aftcr Gmndmama Prinsep’s 
death, I found*so loving a welcome ;* more than I 
expected. T did*net knowshe gated so much fot me, 
She placed hex héuge at my service, However, I found, 
that she as the uncles had concocted a notable plan 
for mé," Uncle Charles Prinsep had setusned from 
India paralysed, Tis wife diedsat the bieth of her boy 
Jem, the same age within, a few days of my Harsy, 
They werceail so much exerciéeil to provide for his 
eslablishment, Te laa ¢ nice house at Walton-on- 
‘Thames, and they pa got a very clever nugsé and a 
sort of governess-housckeeper, but somehow it did 
nat go. he nursotwas foo handsome and clever and 
the governess, not endugh so, and they wanted me to 
take up residence there, and, should it be founsd to 
answer, tike up -residence as mistress of the house. 
I was willing to try, for it was a very good thing for 
me pecuhiarily, ‘Uhere were both nursery and schools 
room, playfellows for the children, a carriage to get 
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about ins so L forth tepaired there, gad "found a 
*very curious state of things! Uncle, pleased enough to 
hateme, andthe two powets vying as to who should 
, get my ant and tell Ser,story well enotigh to show me 
her position, 1 decided that néfther should, and gave 
my conclusion$ fo Aunt Timily and Aunt Sara «Mgs." 
Thoby Prinsep)e and als concluded I would not 
remain, ‘The positien for onfy one year was not worth 
all it would cost me fo establish, and I wantech beter 
ait for boy and’self, After my depasyuid the two aunts 
effected a mast masterly tout of the whble party, and 
established 2 Mrs, Snow, who suecedded excellently, 
Next to Lodeworth, dear old paradise of myYoung 
days. I Bs BA Sep’s comments on my letters of 
the time, My days myst have been Vesy full, dnd 
delight greas, and everyone’s kindness Seyont alk; 
but to attempt to St doyh herg one-fifth of what I 
gould say wf that, time would be 4 task beyond me, 
and, aftef all, of no great interest tomy children, I 
must quote one thing, howeyer, from, Jeter Aunt 
Hollist wrote Sep, gnd he returned to mego tend, 
She much appréved of me, it Seemed, and said: * She 
gives me the impression &£ one whosg gducation has 
been completed by a cultivated and refined man’ A 
nice listle compliment, seeing neither he nor Iséver 
considet we either of us receive@ much in the way of 
education, He had not cvem my adwaptages*® of 
associating in youth with clever and cultivated jseople, 
Buta Full life Itke*ours, bringing us into varied scenes 
and mote varied society, is a wonderful {nisl to 
education and character, anel I have often, thought 
some home-stayers I know never did ftish thei 
education at all! But, to continue, After Lodsworth, 
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Reading, Where Aunt Enfiljelcook sus into her: cosy 
little -housesat: much cost’ to herself for some two 
months, at the end of which I had decided to’ witater 
at Weston-super-Mare, 

Now I learned to walue justly the loving. motherli- 
ness‘this dear did aung had given all hee aephews find 
nieces, To me, perhaps, most, fou Iwas most stranded 
and left,alone, and I think she lowed my father best of 
all cher brothers. aNow I learht from her more of 
family ins and guts than, T knew before, and could 
appreciate hei strong intellect and stores of informa- 
tion, We were nevér tired of cach other, at least I can 
voucfi for my side of the question, eggig went to a 
day-school next door. 

On leaving’ Reading we spent a week at Bath to see 
Mary%Sull, now as hom€ with her children altogether, 
Then to Chew Magna, whtye rexewed my old loving 
relations with Ungle Idward and his, sweet wife anc 
saw most of tHe. string of yitls, And there took 
out fbode at 1 Manilla Crescent for winter, By the 
bye T mGstmesition the ol companion apd playmate, 
Aunt Agnes, who had marricd afte: Grancdinama’s 
death Captain olphin, « widower with a son and four 
daughters. ‘hey lived,at Beth, and she had one baby 
boy. “As bright as ever, she was just as delightéui and 
merty a companion He went down with" me to 
WeSton torselect and qurange for my lodgings. I had 

1a mice*drawing and ditfing roam, two bedspoms for 
nurse and the childrefi behind, anda Ietle nursemajd - 
from the Reading Orphanage, and a large bedroom 
f6r inyself upstairs. Here I soon prevailed on Harriet: 
t6 join me and take rooms a few doors off, We 
spent-a pleasant winter, not too cold, and I got com- 
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paratively quite well: MR/E-got old Mts. Bfclier,down 
from Logdon to see us’ Both, and T paidone, or two 
flythy visits to Bath‘and Reading and once to Chelten- 
“ham, and T had visi from both friends,and telationg. 
1859. I decided to send alt three chicks to Miss 
MAllersh at Midhurst, she being so well known to #0 
many of the fantily, so near, Lodsworth and so very 
“nice herself. So atHaster I left Weston, togk them 
there that I might hive personal experience of laqw 
it would answet, and megnt to sgend, midsummer 
somewhere ig that neighbourhood, rotwfning to India 
in the autumn, The interval Ispent in visits vhiefly 
at Esher, whgre my poor Aunt Haldimand, pafllysed 
and hardly alglt to. speak, wearied out some of the last 
years, of het life., Aftq: Mz, Haldimartel’g death she 
became quiteshelpless, and het household was ofderetl 
by Miss Lewis and ‘Supgrwiged by, the Uncles William 
and Thobyy whq were supposed to Yve there by turns. 
Aunt Esffily’s room was always teady for her, and 
she occasionally relieved guar, I was*always Made 
‘welcome by gither of them, though I Qreférr#d Unclg 
Williaw’s: seign* and with her usual generosity Aunt 
Haldimand gave nx? fxdo towards ny,outfit, She 
was still able to think a lietle apd,be interested in, us 
all, thowgh not continuously, Uncle William at Afbury 
made nie another charming welc&me, so that I was at 
no loss to spend my time. * Aus Hollistefqund mye a 
genuine qottage in the stredt of Midhurst f8r the. 
hglidays, Most of our cooking*had t6 be done over 
the way, at the baker's, for | had only the childr&n’s 
nutse and Bella, my little matd, The fat old, party if 
satin had been succeeded by a Chew Magnasnutse, fat 
more humble and efficient, and Miss Melletsh keptghee’ 
185. 


REMINISCENCES ee 


4 

with he @hildsen that first’qddrtes, and was to make. 
her own arrangements alter midsummer. , We werd 
very happy and merty in oug cotlage, where I hag one 
§pate room and a sugcession ne visitors—Lelly, now 
a jolly gitl of sixteena Prank, Tuilly [Tollist, and lastly 
Wilfle Becher, ho went with me to Lodsworth when 
T left the cottage, We had many“merty picnics in 
Cowdry Park and elsewhere, in eonjunction with the 
Barley family, my opposite and very pleasant neighs 
bouts. Iliked them all mych, but to Louisa, the eldest, 
governess wha Mrs, Ralph Gore aj, Oswestyy, I 
becante,vety much aftached. My confidence in Migs 
Mellétsh and the happiness under hes sway was well 
confitmed, and I sent back the children Wéth a confident, 
heart, 
. jay 1859, Phil had become a little leauty; not a 
little spoiled andepeted dial! hqads ; still they were 
babies, he two-angl-a-half years oltl, [arty alittle moze 
than four, a pfomising little fellow as to iSfaing, but 
hardly vety strong yet,, Bessic, tl angl bonny, always 
my right hind, She only hackagy sorrow at going to 
school, of even knowledge of impending parting with 
mother, 9 « ce : 

I tefer to my joutnal, from which T might fill out 
thesé pages to any amount, but, after all, shoxe"visits 
and meetings with this or that friend or relatfon need 
no, record tinless they Iéad to something later. I 
mation the Bayleys, {Or on chat requaintance hinges 
much «hat has befallen both you, Bessfy, andme. 

My leuers from. my dear husband in his loneliness 
Were at times sad and arixious, but he had got a step; 
ot acting lep, in the department, and he was ignorant 
of she updetcugrent of a kind of slander og ill-feeling 
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that seemed to exist BF home against hire? bat, which 
continually fretted me; whence it emanated was 
alwys a mystery. (, ‘ 

Augnst 1859. Bicae leaving Midhurst I went, fo 
Albury for a vjsig, and there regeived a letter from Sep 
utging, nay, almost cohamnancihy me* to wait afother 
year at home; But, well, I gid not obey. I need not 
teproduce'’my dilemma and waverings. I pad pto- 
mised to escort Eliza Aubert and Miss Lydia Willams 
onthe journey, Harriet, on leaving Veen had taken 
a house helanging to Aunt Emily on slbion Terrace, 
Readtng, so I went there to seg her and say,gvodbye 
to the deag qlcaunt and her ; and also tq Bath where 
I received aa&quest, through Sep, to take charge also 
of one of the ‘lanes gitls, a great invaid: and it 
seemed they ‘wished, if possible, te have her for the 
shért remnant of her Iles *The guat, Mts. Claveting, 
however, spronoyriced it quite impossible, and she 
died vet soon after, After several gdodbye visits, the 
last was to mothgt, where she daugiffer tof a* great 
friend of hegs, Tllen, Geary, pineal tae help to mq; 
she was dhgaged to matty one John Beames, CS, 
She wanted an esctift, arid could not get a passage on 
our steamer, I had just heard fyom Hliza Aubert that 
she cguld not go, so I was able to get Miss Geary’s 
name entered for the berth in fy cabin; and,-after a 
week in town by the kindiiess ef my der eld aut to 
cotnpjete the purchases and fackings, I went for ne 
sight tQ Midghost to kiss my datlings sleepingeat Miss 
Melletsh’s house. I left {rom Wyony’s Rouse at 
Southampton, where the méther also came,to see the 
off with my two young ladies. Among the hurryiig 
crowd on deck I was stopped by an,old frignd, Mas, 
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Mills, .and®with her Mis, Gower, who entteated my” 
“kinduess-also to her gitl Mary, going out with Ms.” 
Mills to marry another old friend, Basil Bacon, Also 
Sep’s crony, Colonel Weller, met and introduced a great 
friend of his, Dr, MacGregor, the dearest ald man, who 
“forthivith put Gimsell’ on what he called: ‘ treasize 
escort duty?” Qur owp party wad provigled with 
squites, with Dr, Baillie and Me, Senith (the latter very 
black) attaching themselves to us on all_occasions, and: 
I found a girclg of charming companions in Mus, 
Mills, her aunt, Mrs. ‘Tom Holroyd, and dex daughter 
(whont J had knowi,in Calcutta), with the addition 
of Mis. Buryett aud her two pretty girls, Mary Gower 
was very quiet, but as she and hers wefe very closely 
intimate wigh’ Lydia and Henay Beeher, and we were 
very Witimate: with Major Bacoy, her ecousin, and 
betrothed husband, she wimmoreavith me than Mts, 
Mills, who was often ill, but alWayse sweat, and we 
tevived our oldSimla friendship entirely, WR landed 
at Gi anc Mflta, taken, care of byottrdhree cavalicrs. 
At MaltRwe went to the oper god drovg sound the 
tamparts by moonlight. 1 found my“Unete Tstasmus 
was in harbowwith his ship, so We had bim also with 
us, At Cairo we werp dettined for about ten days 
waitifig for Marsvilles passengers, bur we wet very 
comfortable at the Ofient, with our faithtal squizes j 
all the testeof the passengels went to Shepherd's. We 
saled ‘out to the Pyramkls with a smart deayemgn, on 
donkeys, and saw most of the ufuaf sights; anal 
started again at night, qtriving at Suez at 2 am, 
perfectly dark, We stunthled towards lights through 
the, sand, avhich, we were informed, were on the 
rondgr-—well-fox us we had three gentlemen to-help— 
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,us—and attived on bOfids Dire confusigfi frevailed 
till: we fogind our cabins, for it seemed there was some 
want Of information and we were ngt expected, and 
the gentfemen“were'lond in prgclaiming the hardship 
of nothing to, gat; and, ingeed, theke was  soiné 
tedson, for put summons, had®been fudden, anf we 
had to leave witf scant digngr, rather carly. 

‘The heat in the Reed Sea was very great. Ppor little 

‘Mary, who would not listen to theevaicg of exptriece 
and keep downstairs, got a gort of sugstrgke, and Mrs, 
Hofroyd and I had to get hot water, asst foot pan.on 
deck to scald het feet, and ‘nugsé her there fosa day 
before we ¢qual get her down, Poor. Mys. HoMoyd ; 
sad news awaited hes at Aden, Her mazried daughter, 
Mis, Grey, and hos: huslaand, waited for hey to tell her 
Mz. Holroydwas dead—of cholera,eand she, wilo hatd 
gofie on shore, wag ta,tetitn hae instead of going 
gn with us I. pagked all the thiggs in their cabin to 
send on€hore, Never shall I forget tMe heat, nor will 
those who shawed'te labour, ,Closed p&tts aad ail the 
noise and dit of coglitg ; oye cabing, fottwatd and a 

Pat, " . 
coal shaft @utside the door—the Black Hole might be 
something like inte* — * : as 
On attival at Calcutta Sep gn Major Bacon came 
togeth&e on board. His ideas were quaint of the 
subject of his marriage, and hig arrangements being 

‘very unsatisfactory, Sep, who &ad provéded.a sgom 
for Mys, Mills, took both hofhe with us to Spenet’s,e 
where we had taken quarters p73 4em., Yor he heped to 
be of Headquaster party to Jimla for the hotgveather, . 
The quict wedding took plice from out rqoms, «asd, 
we gave a metry tiflin party, With all thas our first... 

. foxtnight was a very bustling time. gur‘visyors yesy: 
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“numegotis’ Ellen Geary, whrh T had heartily liked, 
went elsewhere, and her brother Henry ‘came down 
to fetch and escort her to, her‘ bridegroom. You 
kpow het, Bessie, as Mrs. Joha beames, > 
1860, Among my fray visitors yvas one of whom 
“Sep liad alxeady‘writtel. to me in plowing germs, whose 
sweet face has since become very ar to me—Mzg, 
Shekleton, I need: say no mores here, for we were 
after this, and, stil, such close friends, J can hardly: 
tell my story and leave her out of it, We spent wo 
months at Spence’s, and then took William, Aubert’s 
housecat Batrackpdse for another two.  Tliked 
BatuaCkpore, The Park is pretty and-green, and the 
river brings air, We lived on the rivetaide and very 
near the Park’gates. ‘I'he railway thei ran only on the 
other side of the xiver, afd Sep hay! to crmss the water 
in a dinghy to Seramporé any] return the same way 
daily, starting, ofcqurse, very eatly.s ‘The river is a 
pretty good with, but he always whistled when he 
atrived atttht Serampoge Ghat insthesevening and T 
always ligaxd him. I cannot deny,that ‘these long days 
alone were very lonely, for the first tinee without 
children o# husband in the house? and not knowing 
people in the place J, tool deluge in correspondence, 
I was’very fond of Louisa Bayley, and kept up & lively 
interchange of letters with her, and Aunt Emily, and 
several others, The time Was shortened, however, by 
the*artival of Fan on Met return to India,abringing 
Axty and Mary Sull and her daughtef (Mrs. Dayidson). 
They allgame by the same, steamer, and while Fan was 
staying with us Sep gatlicred that he was to be left" 
in Calcnttat—greatly to my disappointment. Fan gave 
mre much.anxioys thought, having much to say about 
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‘rudhours and things shé Rad heard of regfeding the 
“reason of Sep’s supersession, I had alteady heard 
much at honre, but’ I could only hear and hope my 
deat Hub did not kn@w, At-any tage he was not to gp 
to Simla, though, T afterwards grove and heard it 
tod from hex, own mouth, that i was that disagretable’ 
little person Mzs? Mayhew, ‘who was determined she, 
not J; should go up ahis time. Of course, it was likely 
she would go, her husband being Head gf the Depart 
ment ; but it lay with him to select who should accom- 
pany him, and it was not usual for bolbethe Adjutant- 
Genel and Deputy to go to Sipla, ae .? 

Tn March eswent into a boarding houge, 5 Ressell 
Street, and were not very comfortable, and very 
gladly moved into 7 Middleton Street, which we agtéed 
to share. with Chagles Youilg, whose wife vas at 
home, A most delightful house,companion he was. 
Tremembes with gttat pleasure magy evenings when 
I did imyebest to accompany his deligiful big fiddle, 
not much to Aigpleasute, I feay, Our holiserwas fuite. 
close tothe Shekletapst. Wa each pogsested*a smal] 
victorid, auxl often drove out together, Later. on, 
when her baby Hugh, afd my poor Belen had ap- 
peated on the scene, we used to gend the children in 
one Gaetiage while we went together in the other, 
These Creatures were born at the end of July and 
beginning of August respectively, I felt, the oat 
much ; agd on one of the fit days in August, Sp ¢ 
was dilvjng with Mme, we had a‘pair oF horsesein the 
cattiage, and they shied at sgmething as we drove of 
the. Maidan in the dark, bolted, and at once the coach? 
man was pitched off as we bumped againse a buggy 
at the entrance of Park Street, The gentletuan pitched 
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out of his kugey, too, and the chicle much dainaged ; 
the reins were lost under the horses’ heels, and we 
both sat back, feeling thar our fate trembled ict ‘the 
balance. I thought 3 with fear on a certain iton post, 
an old gun, which Gatoud out some feet from the 
* eortier of Middleton Street, where the horses would 
surely make for their stables. Prescnily the two side 
Wheels ,of our carriage happilye locked ‘fast in’ the 
wheels ‘of a dative carriage oceupicd hy two priests 
(RC). The native catrigge, 100 solid to be catiied 
away, stoppel 1 ‘us effectually, and the horges kigked 
loose» qnd went of, ‘This happened just opposite 
No. 3, the old boarding house whene ave had lived 
with Arthur in ’56. 1 was helped outaand went in, . 
and soon a rend, who had seeoseur mishap, came 
and took me hame in’ her carpige. «f never lost 
courage at the time, but | lycamg,very il next day, an, 
illness I need notgdetail ; but it Was the end of health 
for me, thougli.[ never gave in to the habits of in. 
validistn.* By_ October 1 had loge all semblance of 
health, Qnd turned the, babysoyer to a,ahye, which 
ought to have been done at the first, She was ¢ bonny 
little thing ingspite of all (hat was against her; very 
pretty, and such t bright thing. ugh was then very 
thin’and miserable looking, Wha would have sup- 
posed he was the sivong and lusty one to survive ? 
November 1860, wa November we, with Charles 
Yourlp still in partnerskip, moved into another house, 
4 Uoumayoon' Cree, L see by my onl diaries thag I 
became,worse immediately alter our move, Tt was a 
Pestiferous place, and quite enough to have killed me 
1,7 had not heen very tough, Sully Becher was stay- 
ing, with us during our move. We had seen many 
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* 
during the year coming “and going. Tapfy’ Qanicll 
and her fusband, Edward and his wife, and, during 
ous" absence on a visit tq the Broomes at Cossipore, 
Lilla, Hanty’s eldes#aiyl, arrived, gonsigned to us, tp 
meet and marry Charlie Pentinaino, to whom she had 
bes engaged for a long time. ‘ e oy we 

January 1861, *The doctbrg at Battackpore in con- 
sultation insisted om me being sent home as soon as 
possible, and indced } was ill at the tine. My lind 
Samaritan, Mrs, Shekleton, anade all the arrangements 
for ghis wedding breakfast, received myqftests and all. 
My cousin Charlie Prinsep was"best nan, and the 
affair was ag guéet as could be. ‘ » 

I could nay? very seldom go down to dinner, but 
lay all day long ora delightful invalid cdwch Sep Kad 
bought me, in a soty of idle sémi-tragce, onthe ¢quatt 
landing as the most gity plate, All aight, being close 
tp a nativeybazagy, fomtoms kept me awake the early 
past of i foul miasma towards motnitty, and I was in 
pain almost alyays, and yet Dr, Dayrc? sdokled me 
that I would not rouge myself, accept Ginter And bal] 
invitationssand ‘walk on the Maidan. He constantly 
left.me in tears aftorta vigit, I think Tgwas at death’s 
door, and my little Uclew entered it! She was but 
three’ or four days ill; the fatal dysentery like the 
other to, and the sweet blue cyts shone no moze on 
us, This was the last sttaw, Seg took me tp Tlowfah 
after the funeral, Ilenty Theby like a good dousin 
placed ‘hjs house at my disposal,*and tiere I remained 
until we sailed about zoth February, FL'T.P, yas very 
kind and hospitable, but I did, not once go Noon t6 
dinner, Indeed, I could neither eat nor dwink, so td 

’ 4 . 
speak, being reduced to beef tea which Sep ordgred 
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from ahé geeat hotel for mé, ‘and cocoa } } not even a 
moxzsel of bread could I swallow without, suffering 
agonics, 
¢ Poor Teddy’ Ommanney ‘had "sssived from Pekin 
and stayed with us atplToomayoon Gullee some time 
‘pefole, He cadt all Iiis treasures of loog at my fEet, 
waited on and petted me with even'teatful affection, 
secing me in so sada state, Ie eame to say goodbye 
with lis little,dog Punch as a last offering, entreating: 
me to take jt, Mx. and Mis, Church, ‘who also came 
to say goodbye, met him going over the bridge tear 
fully y vith hig miniatuye pet on a string. Poor Reddy, 
he is’ loving soul. IIe was at this tame engaged to 
Miss Finch, and made me his conficat, though I 
nevey saw hér, I did not much beléeve in its being 
fala, Porhapr he would hav had aa Nfe 
had he had resolution to tElyovy it pil. 
23rd February, y8G1. T went ort board the Malabar, 
commanded by A. A. Cousitt, with Mrs. Irfies, Mrs, 
Mactionald afid the Pesketts, all old ‘friends, as fellow 
passengers.’ Glad was J to be Waced i inthe hands of 
my old doctor, and what strong languagovhe used to 
find me as Twas! I believe'he spike to Dr, Fayreg in 
untpensured terms abopt it Sep and ‘Teddy made my 
cabirl quite a piece of pexfection as a ship's cnbin, 
Everything they covid think of for mind and body, 
and a good, kindly¥but: stupid woman as English 
sextvatit, ‘There were §6 children on hoard, and the 
noise all day was frightful, ancl made te so i]l ‘at fiat 
that Ds, Peskett gave me morphia to enable me to 
fest, and he continued it combined with other things 
ll the time. All down to, the line and through the 
xopics Lwas not much up, but with the first storm I 
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toused up, when all onifets were down, and came on: 
“deck to gnjoy the wind and see the great .tollers, 

Everydne was kind tome, and Captajn Cousitt most 

attentive, Before Pcould dineat table I used to 20 

into his cabin tg gine as a change, Thete were troops, 
on*boatd cqmmanded by Captain Bdlton of thé oth 

(I think), Many disputes, ,troubles and jealousies 

arose, and’ there wag a cabal against the (Captain, 

‘Things were extremely unpleasanta great part ‘ofthe 

voyage, though Mrs. Macglonald apd J, kept apart 

from it alj, and now I have nearly forgotten what it 

was abl about. 

- We touches et St, Kievena ana 1 went og snore witn 
the Captain, who took me to the house of one Colonel 
Knipe, a veteratr Vahoor~as born St, Helgna-ites are 
called, He geidedm pleasant sidings party, confisting 
of Gaptain Cousitt gndpwe"others and myself, up to 
Longwoodeand m sound of some,twelve miles, The 
scenery Was that of Simla in little, and very lpvely it 
was—the ait, gnd getting once more, 8n horseback 
tefteshed me,enormoysby, and, what anatiging it wast 
A. tide of wwelve miles, and no mean scramble of 
mountain roads, wlth so ately I couldescarcely cteep 
up or downstairs! Morphia, Lalgvays maintain, pave 
me thevinternal test I so necded, enabled me to eat 
and to get about; and natute, Which thank God is 
very elastic, with a sound constitufon, was Able to assert 
herself, 

a23rd Jyue, tyb1.” When we came to the moutn ot 
the Channel I agreed with some others to go @n shore 
with. the pilot at Dartmouth. What an, exquisite 
morning it was, and what a,glorious sail ! Flow lovely 
the ship looked, bearing away on a fresh tagk aspwe 
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left her Sila, and how beautiful the Iinglish cliffs and 
hanging woods and the little covk as we'rqunded in’ 
Our party was: a clergyman, Mr. Nicholls and his 
wife, Mi. and Mes, Crump, and two gentlemen, 
Captains Scott and Shncon, the latiex very much the 
use of many tlisagréements on board 5. neither had 
Mr, Scott been guiltless. . We all dined together at 
the inn,. delightful dinner, and having telegraphed to 
mothé and, at the Captain's request, to the ship’s 
owners, we, stapled to jgin the train at ‘Totnes per 
omnibus, ‘The departure being huuied, she gentlemen 
settled whe hotel bil, and only at Iaxeter could T 
enquite abqnt it, when Mr, Simeon «ame and made 
mea most humble apology for all the ‘wouble he had. 
caused on, board, entreatingame (© allow the bill to 
stand “as a tokenaof my Torgiveners, *A¢ Paddington, 
where we arrived! someWherg about midnight, cabs 
were scarce, but Ay good luck ang Ale. Scott's help 
I got one to drive down to Putney, where"the maid 
and 1 kficekdd up mother at halfyadst ane | 

> My (iicridly. moiphia, carried me thrqugh the next 
few weeks. Of course, 1 consulted Grewme without 
delay, and hearing my sry With patience, many 
questions and great, Kindness, he said | was a marvel, 
Heart and lungs had both heen under congestion, 1 
might never hope (6 ve again, but my consiitudon 
being so eptendidly ound'T hyd pulled through where 
vely few could, As tthe illness preceding: my con~ 
finemént, he had known but threé sti¢h cages in lis 
expericrce and vove lived through ‘the confinement, 
Well, Lwas to continud my morphia, and as soon as 
settled tof place myself ungler repular treatment: he 
vould tell me the doctur to select when I knew where 
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T should live. After thi§, ‘the first thing wes to get my 
children-s-where to put them. Having an. idea I 
shollld like Maidenhead went down jo the Bear Inn, 
and finding nothin® at once Tuiaok a lodging, wish 
Mary, my maigl, and fetched{the children, meeting 
thém at Gyildford, whee Miss Mbllessh br8ught! 
them to me. Never shal] ] forget those monkeys ! 
Marty could do notligg with them, ‘They flopded the 
‘clothes basketio make a pond; they (ed her*ore the 
floor with string and tode,on her hacky and voted 
mother ‘ pow so jolly as they expected,” Dear Bessie 
fos alt her endeavouss could nq, do muqh, ang €or me 
—they weigdibling | Trashed up to town gad enfkeated 
Nelly Bayleyy*who was then seeking a fresh situation, 
to take pity on nteand cameatonce, Indeed, I buought 
herback © . ° os 
Magust 1861. Not figdie’ Maidenhead feasible, even 
though John Inq tome down fgisa day to help me 
search, Ment to Reading, where Haiti was occupying 
the same house, haw mine, left me by tny*dear*aunt, 
who had indeed bowels it with the idea it Pould de 
for us' to Sve in when we came from India. I took 
another, a few doc’ off,*furnished, fona few months, 
and unfurnished from Septembey or perhaps sogner, 
I forg@ ; and then, by Greame’s oxdes, placed myself 
under Ds, Cowan and was pfit under most tigid 
treatment, nol allowed, cven Lofro up of downstgits | 
This yas still the state of tlfngs when a lette: Mory 
Sep, telling af*sudden Calcutta collapse, was followed 
in-a few days By his artival, one of the lag days of 
August. He was looking thin and weak, but sogn 
plucked up strength, though not spititse He was 
continually harassed as to what his prospects tight 
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be, even thinking of taking rs bonus and retiring, 
which would have been very sorry work. ' » oak 
Tn the end of September Mr. Bécchcroft died of an 
attack of pleusisy, We went to Mulney to therfuneral, 
and after it Mary canfe to join my schoolroom until’ 
‘affaisS wore antthged and ip was decided avhether she 
should go to school. She was a troublesome clement 
enough, having been flattered in consummate con. 
celtaof her supposed talents, while in geality she waa’ 
more deplorably ignorant than any child of her age I 
ever saw, She femained Ull Christmas, snd, was gent 
to sclroql at Brighton, I think mother left Putney, 
and went to J'emple Sheen then or in Margh. following, 
My Albion Place household was vefja comfortable 
after F had got my own furnisure in, in September, I 
had taieen Aunt Umily’s fice maidllizagand she was 
a perfect right hand, I fuenished very comfortebly 
with the idea of tamaining some Whid at home, and, 
removing the firniture to my own house at the end of 
Harrlet’s tern{'to make 4 home of aie wwn. T had an 
excellen€.cdok, housemaid, ancl liza.as.parlour and 
waiting maid; she also did some housework, and with 
schoolroom meals, four chifdren*end poverness and 
almost always a visitar, these three did all the washing 
‘ at hoine with help one day only, and I never txessed 
motning ox aficrnooti without having cuffs, collar and 
dregs ironed for me, "I had a little pony and chaise—a 
agrert comfort and pleastire, o , 
Jannary 1862." Thad an illness late*in Autump which, 
though i weakened me yery much ‘it the time, yet 
s€emed to carry away niany symptoms of my long-" 
suffered Inclian ailments, and on recoverlng Sep and I 
weng to Westoy-super-Mare for a week for a change 
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and a tour of visits, 83 Clifton, Bath, Aileuzy and 
Lodsworth, the two last in January, arid we took 
littl» Phil and Eliza with us, After our retufn home 
letters from India @ntimated to Sep that on Colonel 
"Mayhew’s tetirement he wouldfbé passed over again 
fot the Deputfship. Fan and’ Arthy: wrote swenp- 
ously, advising ltim to retife, and telling him ‘ anony- 
mous’ letters had kgen scht home to his disfavour, I 
felt too vexed at Arthur advising xetitement whgn it 
seemed to me’ such a course would rather give silent 
assent to apy damaging honsense slyw* might have 
beengsald, Where the foundation Mr anything could 
have been foupd, I never coultl conceive, oavever, 
we went up¢® old Mrs, Bechet’s in Haréwood Square 
for a few nights, apd he consulted Colontl.Greathend, a 
friend, and ghen fecrctaty am the Horse Guards, He 
sceuted the idea of such, letter ag once, ot that for 
a momeng they wuld be enteftajned had they been 
sent, anal advocaled return if hé wasyable, My poor 
Hub brighten aap much, and, as it seqmeg hese in all 
ways he show be,og the shot, he took his passage 
and startad’ frm Dover on the oth" April} 1862, ° 1 
went with him ta Dover, and returned to break up 
my nice household, foreDr, Cowan td said it was 
uscleay to remain at Reading," it*was no climate At all, 
and S*necded sea and bracing, @So I let my house till 
the end of the year for which Ighad takqn it, andetool 
6 Nelsqg Place; Broddstairg, for four nionths ‘from 
the thiddle of May, and agsted ic join mother ft 
Sheen after ‘ous ‘stay there, Hete we spent a metry 
‘time, in spite of another shixp illness and thé cold east 
winds of eatly summer. 1 had always sotgcone in she 
spare room—Louisa Bajley, Lilly, and Edith Becher, 
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and Edith"Bayley for the young ones, At the end ol 
our tithe, much invigorated, I took Harry 40 school tc 
Miss Hodgson at Brighton, and lessie returned! apitt 

. Nelly to her mother, who wished?to make up 4 litte 
patty of girls for edudstion, and though she was now 
in, town she wag under promise of moving to ‘Tim. 
bridge Wells at Michaelmas. T intentled ‘to return to 
India in October of November. Sep had resigned the 
Asst, Adjutant-Gegeralship, and had been given a 
spécial appointment to frame a new Military Code, a 
sort of workf fpr which hé was admirably suited, but 
which seemed a Soxt of Sisyphus labour, having for 
evet Le. he done over « again, 

Aygust 1862. LT went lo ‘Lemple Sheen"yeith I Niza fos 
my maid and ‘little Phil, and yook ypemy place, now 
feglingr new, not inistress of the houses £ had my 
own sitting and bedroom, and two other rooms, 
furnished by mysqf, and paid" tl shecigied gym to the 
house, ¢ % 

Lilly was new cighteen and a hagdwome girl, bright 
and clever, but Soly halfeducated,; very jealous of an 
elfler sister in the housd, but stil vety jad of her 
chaperonage op occasion, “Therm were too. many 
discordant elements to avoid a few roughnesses, but 
on tfe whole we did very well, and better, when 1 
found J was not to return to India till the nexe"year ; 
and © = look, Phil (o Bghton, and placed him with a 
brotfjer of Miss Lodgsen, where he did very well, 
being pgrily in the sclfool close by,eandl having? cag, 
at home, At Cheisumas Wwe were veryamerry, “T took 
all the young ones to a pantomime in an omnibus 7 
Edie Becher, too, who was spending the holidays 
clase by, with Mrs, Galloway? But holidays once over 
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"I began to think about “i tetutn to India, pe thildren 
Seing all settled. Sep wrote and suggested, that I 
should ‘bring one of my many cousins, as companion 
for the leng lonely Mise hours, byt my cousins werg 
fone of them gqngenial to mf. I had a kind of 
inféfmation far the Bayley family and sew so much of ” 
them; it was well kept up; ,theit pleasant ways and 
charming niusic, andypy knowledge of the real good- 
hess of Louisa and Nelly and Mrs, Bayley, Laum was 
just then supposed to be beginning life as music 
mistyess wjthea view to future professtostal greatness, 
being « very exquisite musician with" “a petfecy yoice, 
and having sadea Royal Academy training. Sh@ was 
miserable in We prospect, very desizous to escape it 
‘and follow her sister Julia to India, which she was'to 
do on Julia’s matsiate when i’shouldhappeh | 3: wag 
no great stretch to ry iy impwhive rind to find out that 
if I startedetwowronths carlicr apd went round the 
Cape, it €ould not cost me more thak an overland 
passage and living at home that timc—&nd fake her 
with me. Shg wgs a Greuyloabing gitl witha Striking, 
carriage—orexjoyed at the idea, and devoted to me, 
They looked coldlye#n iat home, but nother was 
kind cnough to ask her *to ‘Temple Sheen several 
times, ‘agtd Sep acquiesced i in the change of compatiion. 
I took a coom in a bos utding-houe at Pall Mall for a 
week and got Louisa Bayley to thay witheme, and?as 
mother, theught it wrong I thould be alone thore, , 
daar old «Polly, %atgreaves (nurse of my childhood) 
acted as lady’s inttid, Louis was in towa ith het 
fhothes, and we packed and Vought our outfit, Thit 
must have been June, for Frank, my brother, was at 
this time passing at Burlington House for the C.S,, and 
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was jn find out every day, ’ ile followed te India in’ 
January next.) ‘This over, our passage taken in the 
Si Lawrence, Captain Toynkec, ard after a visit the 
ship, all fitted in ,the cabin ane. goods and chattels 
, made over. to King oe Co, for shipment, and also all 
* antahgements made for my two charg Bes besides Lftura 
—Chummy Cracroft and Amy Deniis in a cabin next 
outs—I paid a farewell visit op two, and spent the 
last Week at, Tunbridge Wells, where my boys were 
for holidays, Mzs. Bayley having agreed to take charge 
of them and” erfange their school matters, ‘They, ppoy- 
like } suppgse, were, too much engrossed ‘by 4 game 
at mQrbles at the moment of starting 0 cdo more than 
just say goodbye, though small Phil Ned had a good, 
ory the night before, ‘I'he rlear Lessic, always brave 
and ‘unselfish, seftainetl from bteaking down, and 
Laura and I started,for Pbgismoush the day before the | 
vessel sailed, We dined and slept. at the. George,’ at 
and there wefwere found out by Mary (Ms, James | 
Becher; ulsdat Porismouth to seg tey,son Herbert off, 
ip detachment of his regiments and Battalion aoth, and 
he with it, sailing in our vessel, We had a plensant 
chat, and allewent on bodid teyether, In due time 
Herbert introduced, hig brother-ollicers, Major Meates, 
Captain Webster, commonly called Buffles, by which 
name I calmly addftssed him, having heard Herbert 
us@ it and so other At fitat we went, very little on 
» dock? I had a good, secerage cabin and had arranged 
it well, with a piand, a couch antl plenty pf books, 
Both the other gitls sang, Amy nearly as well as Laura, 
4 more brilliant voice, but not so ttue and cultivated: 
‘We coukl not, however, quite seclude ourselves, 
though most of the Indies and girls were vety un« 
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‘ ® 
‘congenial, We gradually settled into finding’ the three 
@fficers neatly always of out specigl growp. 
20% July, 1863. Ithink,it is necessary that I should 
ive a litle account @f shis voyage, for I have cut ops 
and burned all the secord in my fournal, Annoyances 
and troubles, were so very ptcsent that I wrole 2 
gteat deal that forthe good pf,the one most concerned 
is better désiroyed, ayut the memory of it is very 
strongly engiaven on my mind. : 
Major Meares was a handsome, soldietly man, 
thorpughly gentlemanly, and with mi:fde&Ad informa- 
tion above the ordinary, Captajrl Websjet was vety 
ugly, but alsg # gentleman and vety simple-miided 
and straightforward. With Herbert as first intimate 
it was only likelyethat avhen they found the méore 
accessible Cumberlége party fot mych to their" tasté 
theyshould try to bypale thaphgh ayirreserve ; besides, 
rpusical gitks, really ‘in good style, and a piano, ate a 
gteat att#iction in the monotonous idleness of ship 
life, Therefore, Byyand bye, it becamd tlteScustom 
that from afigr ginnes, about five till six O’clBck tea, 
our cabln was a reception room, ‘The officers the 
standing: guests, whe sive of the laglies generally 
dropped in for all or part Of thg ume, ‘Those most to 
our tast@were: Colonel and Mis. Peter Browne, he with 
only two fingers on one hand ffom a wound; and 
Miss-Woodrufle, a very handsont girl, but belonging 
to Mts, Gumbeslege’s flock ‘of thirteen! 1 am ‘hfmid 
Temuat ajlow pat Laura was one of those gitls who 
tust always be in love, She was.very neatly pretty 
‘ind sometimes looked quite sd, and certainly had nar! 
great power of attraction when she chose, anwl believé 
she could attract any man she pleased. She began 
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with, dislife, or affected distike, to Major Meares’ 
because, as a sensible and educated man, hedtook sqm 
pleasure in reading to me on detk sometimes athicles 
from the quatterligs and somaofher books.F had pro- 
vided for my own reading ; and pyeat discussions we 
had” over theo, He could add always. a runfing 
accompaniment of varied, informatlon to the subject 
in hand-—generally beyond here He, in niere idleness 
at efi8t, § set himself to overcome her petulance, till, by 
and bye, 1 began to think things looked rather in 
earnest } alith fay troubles began, for ifplapra excited 
herse'f.she avast apt to. go into noisy hysterics, now 
and then faint, and certainly weep honselt, sick | And 
these scenes worried and Frightened migaso much that, 
I gave way ‘to her far more thanewas tight, At.the 
Cape" befoie landing I téok counsél with the Brownes, 
for he was very wise afd kindly, and we were all 
intending to land. ‘Lhe girls wingotl a ride, and »we 
atranged to sleep one night at the hotel, where three 
genflemen Whose voyaxe ended ete invited us, with 
the Captaif, the Brownes and ane of tye others to a 
farewell dinner, Next morning we had dus side, and 
I sode with Major Meares,*and. éeith much awkward 
ness managed to tell him he'must alter his attentions to 
Laura when we went on board unless he was itt Feanest 
He urged it was fly a flirtation and she perfectly 
unglerstoadait, Butél said I could not,apptove of a 
nflistation, and so it was “best to alter auraways,' and 
show dt at once. Twas not to let* hin thin}s She WAS 
very mych in earnest | \Well, the. fiest evening of our 
feturn he devoted himelf to whist, and seemed té 
fnake a beginning to keep out of our way, T can’t tell 
how it was, but Laura wotlld not let things be, and all 
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began again, She was quite beyond my Attol, and 
§ could gq nothing cul of him. I took. that kind old 
Capthin’ ‘Toynhee into. confidence, ag well. as. the 
Browhess and did t&eabest I could,’ which was nog 
fnuch, Lauta became so excitably that on my bitthday, 
when a little pafcel swith a most courtaous and ptetty.’ 
note Wwas-sent mt with a beautiful unset cameo, she 
cried herself ill with, jealousy, and let him know it, 
too. When she crept up on deck jp the dusk he jetc- 
sented her with a pretty antique in.a ring which he 
always wore 4 to make up.” At lasttg*fold her he 
was engaged to a cousin, I never thdught himgikely 
to matty Layty being heir to a fine estate arvl six 
jthousand a yar! Thankful was I to see Saugor 
Island and the pilgt, and. on arrival at Kedgerge’ to, 
‘hear of orders to JApan for the regiment ; “it was not 
eveia to land, but, to bg*transhipped at once. I 
9 

believed it gvoulal git dtop and be fargotten, as is the 
common got of boatdship doings. "a 

4th November, 9893. However, T nmast aftr to. 
myself and the happy, atzival, and how Sep Mme on 
board to nwet us, had a carriage at the Ghaut, an 
carried us off to Tkwrackpore ;" how ave found the 
house he had made, so charming and complete, so 
pretty with garden on the siver side. He called it 
“The Barn,” for it had two very fitge rooms, and had 
been a mess house, and much ome of repaig wherg he 
took it, ‘Jo us it seemed so delightful at first thay he, 
said he would? cal it “ Iysiuih” | “Alas! wha’ a 
satire | for thowwh I do love: the. old -house and 

* So bea a 
Barrackpore, in it] passed cays I would gladly. blot 
out from ‘both ous lives, and live mysaf a nev 
lifetime, Well, I told him the ship stoxy, as I imagined 
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I wag in’ ty bound to do, the very fi first night, and” 
he thought FA necessary to write at oncesto Major 
Meates to preyent his coming to lunch with uss"with 
the other two, befor te their freslfstart for Japan, Le 
tnsweted—not angtiy—I forget phe letter, but he 
“Alleged that hisattentions were always for me, and he 
could not help expressing. his gratitude to. me’for a 
very pleasant voyage ; of Laur. very little, except to 
distltim ‘any faultoor debt towards her, But besides 
this he sent a letter to her, by Herbert, in an album 
which he hiért6 return; so that I did nos see it till het 
start and tush fo hep, own room made me guess, I 
insisted on its being destroyed unrendaand Sep, I fear, 
wrote him rather a hasty letter about it, for some, 

months after there came an,ollicial detter, requesting” 
him fb refract cgrtain térms he hl used, and he had 
to do so. Tt was 4 very” great agnoyance, and quite | 
spoiled the happiness of my firs inst, days in o new 
home, a, 

Sép lead stich a delicious catriage built for me, 80 
light atid prety, and a pair ofwhite Arabs to draw it; 
both were also siding horses and pets. Te had also a 
little bay forsme called Phil—churming, but almost 
too ) lively, neither did I side him much, Laura rode 
hin, and in time it was the regular thing for ler) to go 
out for the early side, and I stayed at home to make 
chdta hazcee, a 

864. In Januaty Pratik, my brother, arsived, hav 
ing passed for the Civil Service ard taken his. degree 
at Oxford just before we sailed, He lived in a small 
Buagalow in our compound while he read for Kis 
Calcutta axams. He and Laura were not very godds. 
friends, and were with difféulty kept from quarrelling, 
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Donald Macdonald was, often at Barrackpgre,tson of 
our,dear Old friend, SHe had, I knew, written to him 
aboutstlte girl I had taken out with me, and he was, 
therefore,» inclined t% pe attentive to Lanta; «bu, 
though she was inclined to be *Bleased, as she was * 
witlf all attentjoffs, and Sep at first.favaured the idea,e 
yet when he retutned from his district sutvey. next 
time I was ‘not even,to ask him to luncheon, ‘he 
would never suit her” At first Sep was,not factimed 
to like Lauta; fut she has a power of bewitching, if 
she likes, thatds very remarkable, and wagQfally, wish- 
ing thas he'should like het, she applied her powess to 
him with such gaod effect that in 2 short time nothing 
was good enogth for her; no fancy ot wish was to 
Be disregarded, and dre really spoiled her td that extent 
that if he brought afything home forme, fot hes’also* 
the like or a better tgust beSrovideds He had made, 
“before my agrivaly g ‘yreat pet of Anga Gower, sister 
‘to Mary Bacon, and she was in truth a.daar little body 
‘and was ‘hot’ vgtys happily placed. Sha could ‘not 
sympathise with the Ragons’ gverpioug secigly and, 
strange ways, and she had ‘arte blanche to come to us, 
which she very oftem did, 9 Laura, I need. hardly say, : 
was jealous of her; but Atta was always patient and 
sweet with het, and to me chatming and pleasant, for 
she had’ more mind and cultivation than Laura, 
though neither as clever or shtewds gl was 
‘Mammy ? gvith both of then? and Sep ‘ Daddy? we 
My ‘ggod Samaritan’ Mrs, Shekleton was not 
in India when we same out. She had gone home early. 
it the yearavith her two children, Ada and Hugh, and* 
rotieneddin March or April, and came for a visit tQ? 
the Marquardts—friends of Theirs, We had plenty of¢ 
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compaty nd gaicty enough fo pass our time, Hot 
weather, however, brought closed doors-agd'a certain 
quiet, for one cannot he lively in Bengal after ‘May 3 
and the heat ‘brow tht Laisa sbtdls and some fever ; 
besides that-she was ‘restless and disappointed, and slic 
shec’me most capricious ane exacting, constantly 
screaming. and crying ¢ and, cdling to me in thesnight, 
when I, all unfit as J was, had,te get up and go to 
het. * Sne,'ag I have said before, had a wity of fretting 
herself hystericel—feverish, even to a point of semi- 
delicium—Aiyltin all this Sep only aided, and abetted by 
_ cossetting her, so my life was rather hard." « 

Ii October Jack was horn, 4 and 1 turned him over 
at once toa sturdy little syce’s wife, seigthat I was able 
to’ gally and enjoy our dglightiil cold weather if 
Bengal. ‘We wore visited by a nfdse wxtnd cyclone in 

November of ’64., It began early in the mosning, 
tising to its full,force at about twogin the afternoon,” 
‘The pressurerof wind was so pres ut that Wwerheard not 
a scund whan a great casuarina prow yas torn up and 
crashed], thitdjgh the ‘servanes', boar, clase ta the 
verandah | livery blade of grass and ‘omety ‘plant in 
the garden was Inid ‘flat, wad the bore, coming swith 
tenfold force, reached theitop but just did not overs 
pass our garden wall, twenty feet above the wail tide, 
This game flood tide desolated the country: down the 
ti¥er, atinds lifted the Nemesis, the great BR & O, 
staathier, from hes moartngs, lodging her jp the midst 
of the Botanical Gatdeng, ‘Ihe eflect for even wegks 
after was eo strange: not a bird oteven an insect in 
‘the air, not a leaf ona gree the silence was singular, 
‘All the lovely and grand trees of the beautiful park 
and avenue from Calcutta’ cut off to half their height, 
208 


i) 


A FLOOD TIDE 


the sthaller growths laid ‘low. A hundred years will 
mot teptages those grdnd trees. Our. skylight was 
blowa ‘away into omr neighbour’s compound. :The 
irog ‘bare across th avindows burst in and blowa 
‘across the toom, and the leaveSand -debis flattened 
and stucl againte the opposite walls | »Some barfacks 
newly built wert down likq card houses, and two 
bungalows were untgofed,” Several people, not mili- 
tary, residing in cantonments hagl to, vackte? theit 
houses to shelter the soldiers and families who were 
houseless, 4 ° a," 

Id Bebruary it was resolved Tata and I shoyld go, 
to Simla for the hot weather, We left Barrackpore 
eatly in the atar with the intention of” spending a 
month with Arthwy who was commanding at Lucknow, 
and also paying a visit to the fenry Prinses at Agra, 
getting to Simla cagly in April. ‘This we carried out, 
Frances recpivech ys*vely Isindly, ang did her best to 
welcomegLaura, making her toom’ sa pretty and nice, 
and we fad a yeiy pleasant time, only,manrad 2 me, 
by a flittation ketwoem Laut and Agty wo todg 
together ins the mornings. It actually came to,.a 
proposal just before sve ldft, at which ghe was teally 
very much amused, and tefused as utter nonsense, 
At Agra however, he besieged her with letters and . 
‘urgent “renewal of his suit, bu@she again’ refused, 
Arthur was transferred to tha Umball.,Divigon 
dusting oug stay at Agra, dhd they preceded’ ‘Use to, 
Synla..” 

Behold | on ove arrival at the Syree bungalow, the 
Inst stage before going in to Simla, there was Acty 
walting for us| Of course he rode in with us next 
day, ‘and went to our housd at the entrance with uss 
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nor would. he then depart, neither would both of 
either of them accompany me'to the Bazaar “where ] 
was obliged (o,go. On my xeturz what could F espect 
lut what I found—peace mada, und more—promises 
exchanged | Here “yas a nice business, and J wag 
wndér promise,¢o lunch at ‘ Woodvilie’ next day? I 
made Arty promise to {ell his fathey that nightr OF 
course he did not, and after a. very uncomfortable 
visiz, vn'arrival at home, T forbade him the house until 
he should come with his father’s consent, What more 
could I do #*2ut on my devoted head was showered 
Angetaand mych*vitaperation from both patentg, "Sep 
was ‘veitten to, in what tone you may, conceive when 
I say that things went very near to a scious difference 
between us, Hot through me, howgver, 

* Atihur Inoved, to Kussowlee, As being within his 
Division—Arty, sbejng his, AJ9.C., went also. Had 
he acted as a gemleman should, he zvould under the 
circumstancesahave refiained from comipg in to 
Simla; sbutago, he came to evpry ball and cricket 
match, and fa spite of solemn, promises on Lauta’s 
part, they spoke, and even wrote to caah other, I 
wrote and begged Arthur to rofvse him leave, Jan 
returned answer Keep your gitl at™home; why 
should Arty suffer??; and I replied the girl avas noe 
mine, and I was beand to give her every advantage 
Tefld ; that 2 mants duty in such a cage was to deny 
himséll, and finally, thrtT could not trust gither if he 
came.e Not long after a letter of hers containing. 
ring miscarried in some way, and fell inte Arthur's 
hands. ‘Ihe storm which now broke over poor the 
{ cannotghere retail, I suffered so much my hair 
became snow-white, and F gathered front Sep’s létters 
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that Arty had turned cpat, and instead of gilehcg had 

aepeatedrauch that should never have passed his lips, 

and threw the blam® on anyone sathes than beat it 

himself, » Meantime* mura {retged and, as befoxey 

became feverish, and semi-delitigtts for some nights. , 
I sdht for a doctor, He prqgounced her in danger of 

going" off in decline, which I knew to be a family 

weakness ; “ordered port wine thrice a day, gtc., ‘etc. 

My anxicty knew no bounds, Poo litide Jack,” ten 

called Sonnie, gave me a shprp addition to it in the 

form “of teething convulsions, thoy ie he quickly 

recovered, And Laura’s brothgr'Willic cama go us, 
for a month’y pave, helping and comfoxting ite in 

gegard to heralgt a litle. I got an English servant 

with high recommendations, and hoping to pick ap a, 

little and do Ieuzra good afte? his daparture we took 
ot trip to Mahassoo,a lgyelyforess sik og seven miles 

"beyond Sina, whgte a fed small beuses were built 

here and @here by cettain gentlemen, aml a fow moze 

by tradesmen whd foc them, , We hited che for a 

week, and with Matiaw and Liamic Dumind fat com-, 
pany we had a pleasant time, But I was not véry 

pleased at the, state %of ining under my excellent 

English woman on my retukn latet,on, T forget whgn, 

for I have destroyed my journal of those days; it 

would be 100 miserable a record“ keep, found, 

one day on my return from an Airing, her auskaad, 

not only imstalled, but smokittg, in my nursery up- 

stairs. I sent {Br her and desired her to send her 

husband down to*the dining-yoom, where ‘sha might 

give him some dinner and he inight thea depart, but; 
smoking I should not allow anywhere, at the same 

time saying she had no bwNiness to have had hjm* 

axr 


REMINISCENCES OF AUGUSTA ECU ER 
e 6 * 


upstaizd af all, She was Impertinent, even very’ 
‘abusive, and+used bad language. I sent™ for the 
sergeant, who, was. very civil, hd told him ‘he had’ 
‘better get a bed"in the Bazaar antl fetch her away mext 
morning; but*he made her pack fer box and took 
heraway at once, and considered I ‘was very lilforal 
to pay her in full as I diel. aes ts) 
‘auta hada good hill pony J had bought for hes, 
spe had geod omercise and often pleasant sides with 
friends, and we had enougly of picnics, balls and 
dinners and Yidlting, nse 
September 1863. ‘Ta, the end of September Sep came 
up Gx his vo months’ leave, ‘Thereevgs,archery, and 
Lauta shot, though she never did mich, ‘The club 
contained croquet, at which/l played: Lord Lawzence 
‘was vety ‘great gt it and was leadéx ofthe club, ‘The 
Durands were éus, neat“ acighbeurs, and we saw a. 
good deal of the girls, ‘Mrs. Braame was up, tog, 
alone; she hed-a great grievance against hye husband 
thes, aid wag indeed half-frienziedaad behaving very 
-oddly.", Slic ‘wanted me to svad. all his, letters—some 
eld, purloined from his desk, as I had listened to hes: 
confidences jm but so far Frcfuted to po, so she. cut 
me. ‘Their troubla,ended Well, for he had an accident, 
and she, hearing of it, posted down at oncdé to nurse 
him, and forgot hef grievance | : 
‘8th @etober, 186f. Sep, too, seemed to forget his 
anger, at leas; against Taura, when he cae,up, but 
not: guite my share of it, He k@pt?gloof.so coldly, 
I shed many teats in private, and not long after our 
Spoor little Kitty was Yorn, as we called het, though 
baptisedeAugusta Laura; a wee thing 3 very pretty. 
*L was go: mad with tic for fifteen days after that I 
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could not even think,of her; I hardly sew *anyone, 
and feliso sad, I wold very gladly not have crept 
back’td the little strength J did, to find my poor little 
baby in w hopeless stttmof derangement, and no native , 
dhye to'be had fpr love ot may, *We started for, 
Calutta befoge $he was a mgnth old. Ah, me! What 
a joutney! The rode ait the hill full of fun and 
merziment, ‘wondering that I was so unable to share it. 
We stayed a few'days with James Pyinsep at Ailfotsh, 
and they were kind cnougl to askeLaura to stay a 
month with chem to try the pleasurdseS¥ camp Life 
“with oivilians, So we went oh Aloft, a thial now, 
we were alogegmy deat’ husband’s kind heart Woke 
again, He wag’gs good to us as could be,on the road, 
ut nothing could aake bim‘lile that poor baby.» She 
was alive, and that’ was all; then we reached home, 
whoce I was thankful fe i a ick English servant 
yaiting fox me,scgfaged or a fewemonths, She at 
once weet down to the Barracks and pot a great fat 
woman, a soldics’swwfe who had a smalldaly,%o éome 
and give my pogr dyiageonc agittle nougishmght; she 
was far toowweal: totake it herself, and indeed koa 
not how; poor litdething 4 Ds. Peskett,avho was then 
at Batrackpore, left her ont day expecting to hear she 
was gont in an hour (and she was baptised in my large 
china béwl); he ordered us to fy a bag of hot salt 
on the stomach, It was put off too hot ang pirnt® 
away all the skin of the pdo® mite, hut fetched shes 
back to Ife with the aid of the natural food she was 
now getting ; anel for the firgt time:for many gays the 
blue eyes came down from uiider: their lids, af 
Now, again for a little time alone, I begat to think 
and realise what was to be™ny life: henceforward,, fot : 
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dhusband, ‘and. the first days df home-comid alones 
past, I began ¢o see how muchrour sepeated "separa. 
tions had deawi us ,dlifferent avitys, .Moteower, me 
ppassed on and sepedced possibilities of promotion and 
~food appointments still pyssed him by, "and caw any fan 
pass. so long and embittezing an ordeal and ade be 
alteted | Isknew he must feel jt far far thore deeply 
thai he would ever own, and from this time I felt I 
chad to win himdback to Gappiness in a different way, 
“We must fidwébe companions and déar friends, no 
shorentomarice, “Intlgd, I was a happy woman’ that 
rom*ace hag lasted so long, ~My bekief is*that many 
women miss their happine§snin Inter [ita because they, 
fret for the old state of things Wwheg tes day is gone by, 
wand canndt an up their minds-to, ke-happy with 
‘what is, Wome, mostl¥ykeep their vomance tilh the 
end of life, Susely,they.cah keep it.tm themselves, and 
try to make theis loved one happy Ais own mew | . 
Léurd fetunacd from Allyghutyavagze-they had been 
most Kind Yoaher, and we began to,haye some very 
plefsant musical parties, Our room was very large, 
and strange*te say (having fix latwe-folding doors.and 
six, windows) a capjtal roofn for sound, Also we got 
up a croquet club, with public grounds, in the” park, 
De.. Shekleton wast a splendid conductor of ous 
imuisleat arrangements, and fost kind in helping us, 
and we even went tothe ‘Jength Of theatricals, having 
a stafof strength to support Sep and,Coloyel Crom- 
melin, We gotup screaming farce, ‘fhe Bengal ‘Tiger,’ 
capitally played by therh, and a moze sober piece ‘ir. 
which I took a part, We played twice, and could sent 
dxtv neonle in front of € very creditable stage ‘with 
atd- 
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two Slips. After, thig we had two wind-up ‘gpusicals, 
etutnitipf inte impromptu dance at the ett, atid you 
will%think this musthave been a gay season. Sull and 
his, wifg were goitig horhe, an came down countpy 
‘just as our theatricals were o Ato and we managed 
to*put them ui"that they ‘might see, them: -“Denald - - 
Macelonald was *marrled to” Emily Croinmelig in the 
spting, but she being a ‘Roman Catholic the chief 
+ceremony was,at the R.C. Chapel,and a gay wadgling 
breakfast to Which we wegt at Ishgpote. Then Dr 
Shekleton, miember of tle Calcutty Wbilharmonic, 
instigated them to get up tke « Saibat. Mater,’ anc 
Laura wa tg pe first soprino ‘and sing’ the baeutifit 
‘Fac ut pdtigta ’-solo. “She had to be a%good dealin 
Calcutta to pres Majér. Meares’ regitnent retuened 
from Japan-for tather, I think, he must have’ been 
-trapsferred, ‘for neithes’ Herbert nr ‘Buflles’ were 
there) and was, ifthe’ FArt,  She,met him once ot 
twice, gad at the grand performatice, fo which we, of 
course, Went, and ighere Lauta’s lovely yoigegrang out 
so true and lear, hg was not far from me, behind a 
pillar, andsfdlléwed' us ou€ afterwards ; but that whs 
all; she never sawehim (gn y and she had teturted 
from Allyghusr in better nfood, was far moze amenable, 
quiet and. considerate, and in nfany ways improved. 
So pissed hot weather, and towards the end of the 
season Lausa’s brother, Willlang Bayley, was, engaged 
to matty, a Miss.Sinythe, aud wished she’ should, if 
possible, be present at the.mMerlage? and afterivard’ 
make her home with them, She wished it. I could 
hot deny the idea was a great relief to mé| Thuee 
years’ provision for a ay young lady I hgd certainly 
never anticipated, So I sat to worl, self and durzégs, 
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and madg hex an almost entife fresh outfit, and Willie 
Bayley" arrafiged for her travelling up with a, kwother-, 
in-law of his bride, in whose house Laura was tomtay 
Ul] William was teady to sdeciyeeher, and very ‘kind 
friends they prowed# “I'hus she started for Mooltan’ 
Gatlysin October; hex Journey and he present &f 
money Sep gave her amounting to fivi: or six hundred 
rupees, besides her ouifit. “She lefe me invbed, for | 
hadawotked {60 hard at a heavy sewing-machine, 
making hor things, and lyecam@ quite fl. Udwever, 
I presently rlegd a diversion in “receivigg [dmund 
Ommanncy and f¥s wife and children on theiy Way 
homer Such" queer children; the baky cartied by a 
hill woman, Who catzied dlso her own pita slung on 
behind. ae Dg 7 

"Thave nef: toldfoflialf the peaple be regelved coming 
and going. I thin the hotige was zarcly empty all he 
cool months. ° I suppose Tvfas “fot tage bright and the 
little ones both petky, so Dz, Sheklewon and Sep 
agreed thas hig, wife and 1 should, go to Nathee ‘Tal 
togethert—a «vegy charming placg—and the two huss 
bands, with Al. Shellgon and Mz, Margyardt; were 
to make a quatteite in our hPuse dg our absence, , 

March 1867. We went i al to Allygurh, spent a 
day ‘with James and fis wile, who were also gming wp 
later, and went thencw by dak to the foot of the" Lill. 

JT muy pop leave dut, of my story the end of the 
episqde Of Laura as regawlg me, T said she was to stay 
With the Rosse tll “William Bayley ewas seady tq, 
receive het, , ‘Ihe Rosses were at Molin, where the 
‘nrargiage ‘as to be, and whee my brother Lrank wag e 
Assistant Magistrate ; he also was best man at the 
wedding. Mzs. Ross fell¢ill and Laura nursed ‘her 
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well and carefully, of which no one is more capable 
ethan sh@4 lut also sht daily went for a ae tide 
witl? Franktheis-sprevious iatimate acquaintance 
being gapposed a si@liricnt excuge, Fowever, by agd 
"by we heatd from others—-Arty*Becher to wit—that 
thse rides iyefelikely to gnd in the sual things aid 
I wibte a note Of caution tg Prank, only to hear in 
reply, ‘To late, we are chgaged 1? and shortly safler 
‘Laura joined her brother at Lahare, ‘apd if Janmary 
she and Frank Were qatrigd, Now they-appear ho 
more in thisesketch, We did not meos §%? some years. 
Sep was Yer much vexed with hemor spany ,tgasons, 
and has neveg,gand I much feat will nevey, consent to 
meet, either afdhom again, Ee et ae 

Mts, Shekletoneand Iyrepaired to achouse takea for 
us beforehand, but we did tot like dt, preterritg ofc 
outside the rake git | $0 we péide over our first 
.wenture La, Jamas, Prinkep Our segond house was far 
moxe tgemy, ina more airy position ang had a glorious 
view; ‘that log avpicrcolour you allknavt sq well 
being taken frog tha torrace fh front ofits We joingd 
the croquos club and went to sevoyal balls and picnics, 
some of these ns en eEnee. We had each a 
pony and a dandy, both Uelightful means. of locomo- 
tion inthe hills, “We received tivo sets: of visitots to 
Mts, Shekleton—Ms, and Mrgy.Cowell (alias Miss 
Garrett), and the William Moheys on ahgis wy to 
theit tea plantation, where ‘Mwg. Shekleton a 
avent to,stay yithtbem, 

My deat littloefiend was yery clever with brush and 
éolours and loved skejchimy, and spurred’ me dnto® 
taking up my lorig-neglected» pencil and Beush, agid 
revived my old love of it, wntulozed as it was, Some 
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of my sheighes are miserable failures, but some," such 
as they aref are pretty good anfl faithful,eancbremajn 
a remembrance, of a very pleasant season, My Soot 
little mite we calléd ay had amity etupliotsdllower 
her head; She was o6¢ healthy, being.» weakling from 
the first, ‘Thate nasty dhye (who prdved so full of 
wickedness sho had to bgturned out 8f the compound 
at an lfour’s notice) I feel certain poisoned ‘her blood, 
Therefuptton aventnofl.and sh¢ seemed’ to plick up, 
and was a deat little chemuse gad very prélty: ail the 
next cold-setgpr, ‘Sonnie,a queer little mobke ish 
creatuge, thoygh*Revey"ill, sdemed” to. gather neither 
flesh for xorcs. ,Mits, Shekleton’s groy fat girl, tipsy 
on her feet and stiff by season of fatnesaraviis nearly as 
big Ag Sonic. We both looked {qs our husbands to 
come ‘up if Septgmber, and meantime chad a nearly 
thtea months’ vat, from* Cecil, gur nephew; who 
amused fis grcatly. in many’ witys,"lud he Jeft us for, 
Mussogile for phe-ettd. of his leave, ; 
WheniSep ame up Tarranged ip toqve the thildten 
with Tift’s Deglsh aniihe, who dived.in Nitnee ‘Tal, 
Wp avere- to” gdzfor a“tour to. Almora and Looghat, 
lessees hadibeen pn dityPveryronrly in hls soldier's 
Lifoy a trips bie Jind promis id me eve Before ~ our 
martiage, fot eiglitecn yeas |» Diy Sheklevost never 
came, and élfe went e. spend the time of our absence 
witht the-Yloneysy -* fh ee eae 
_ This ‘lp of. oursswae Gory: pleasant. , I bave fully 
descrived.it in my jodmal ayriuen gt sig time, and I 
. do not wish to mike this sketch tooclosely circum- 
“stantial, ‘The scenery was nothing to compare with 
that of ewe béatififal mireh Fron Simla to Chenee, 
bat still very flew to mney the- remains of “old 
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temples’ more interesting than in the othe district, 
At Altnora, we dine@l with an old acqitintdhce of 
Bath days and of ows voyage out in the Lveuborongh, 
Captaity Warde, now a gfeat inylids And at Looghat 
we lodged in the same house {iwwhich Sep had lived 
a?a young Su& On out iotugn we found our.shicks 
welk and fad ‘little timer loft fos anything but to 
atrange for return to Benfal, for which we alk syarted 
together on the 18th*Novemex, 867, We-divarged 
at CaWnpore fo, Lucknow léaving Mrs. Shekletor? to 
go on, ditest to Calcitta, while we, yivited out old 
fri8nds Dx. antl Mis. “Canng,.uet Jep might see 
Lucknow upger*its new aspect, the. inost- banutlfil 
station in Inge. -I think there,are nowlfere.elge parks 
and gardens to-,ompare with them, “Uhen weesped 
down to Bargackfore, where we had atfanyed hat the 
Shekletons should chum with us Be the cold season, 
The two hushasf fOiihWvith made great play in the 
gardeypand got up a vegetable gtonnd so quickly that 
we did cat gteca geas- at Christmas| anc, spelt pens | 
blue Napolcots. Quy ‘garden, was: geadly: offatming, 
Lknow nawhitre whote-the ees. res fo goxe- 
ously, ias well as the fofvering sheuby, ‘as atBareick- 
pore, We had 4 flibiscls Mutable, quisgacbig. thee,“ 
full’ of flowéls rather kesembfing hallyhock ;* they 
came“out a most-deliente shade af pink insthe mozning }.: 
as day advances thdy- darken ® by eveniriiy thoy, are 
deep ciimson, and dlezot mat suttset, a slrtftge and’ 
lovely gffect, Xv had, too, a perfect Blaze of Dealada : 
of evety colous in-boxes, wonderfully brilliant, 

In short, f was a very j Igasant season, "but ghesty 
‘for they Went into a. houit in Calduttr gaely inthe 
vent, and Sep becathe again moto umn anxious about ° 
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his prospects, for he received notice that hé would 
shortly’ losé his present employment ona thewCodg,, 
which had indeed lasted longer then he had suppdsed 
passible’ when he seed On itm After muel taqn- 
sideration he decide@i should go home, Out boys’ 
schoolmaster, Allfrey, At ‘Tuflbridge Wails, had? failedl, 
and Mrs, Bayley had placed them atta small. school 
“pending our attangements.” Bessie was sixteen, and, 
L theught .needed,better education than she: was 
getting; so my pgesence was nacded at home.” Both 
the'little Gace mere pale and delicate, aid Rep Felt that 
it was yell to fenékme while he was alle: to dftay the. 
ckpensas... I yas to’ go by the mail of gythe/\pril, “by . 
the old Bangal. Sep took a small cabin ftintfic extreme 
forepart of the vessel, a happy cfapice, fox’ it’ was 
getitrally*cégler ‘than, any. ofher pike of the vessel, 
quiet and. free rok the po a of ghildxen we bade. 
reallged gow. afviid to,'say, tout *l Weyigve there yexe , 
: Cok rat site Svietcrowded ins all aya,” The 

rsout of food fog the childsen Aas - 
foals Oot tees land Mi, and Mys. 











GP and Mrs, Johin“Lallogh.s Wich, 
digs6ciated ffor they. had Ao children 
Biel’ 10 sind, and morcoverewéhG on 
pvhiale the Cockbunns.did nok,’ “My 
wer me, nat ‘only to Goras tat ag 
‘ehioaght T-could myself manage the 


vety wglodty secured the sergice of a 





ra 












sOldiersstavaiiie whosethaster: died cin gthe Red Sen. 
le -folaged ioe -Gifecuually wt dinnerxime, and took 
onde, gen*pn-deck “at our mealtimes, but 


chfor me. We,sudered fram beat in 
oul and after leaving Gala, lout in the 
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RETURN TO ENGLAND 
Red Sedit Was quite cool, ‘The Tullochs with Captain 
Sergeants asranged fot me to join them im a, carriage 
acrasg' the'desert (seople penerally mage theis parties), 
-andl ‘cley wianaged 4vaty ‘well, gpd rhuch to their sqr- 
prise the two childten wete no tYoulle at all, On the 
Cylon shaged’'A cabin With a‘missiqnary’s wife froth 
Fijis We sympitthised much; that we were both vexed 
at bejng tbld off to reach ther’s company. I had been. 
hooked for a éibin to inyself, she fog one with her 
husbgid! But we becamesgood frighds, and she vas 
pleased. .thé childlreit were" so, good.» 8 tdid*not land 
-anywehete, atid ewe made a weyy staid un fom Gib, 
casting anchpg in the Southampton Hathput twotdays 
sooner thah atm expected, and we experichced a,strange 
feeling’ to see Roka soyl on the landing-to awaje any~ 
one} it way but"8. am, hewever, “I had waftteit*to 
ask mother to. bring BessiC dows Wynny's to meet 
me, I Ignded arcs or my magpnes vane Ma Mave 
ier, 





and dear: old. Wypny at" breakfast-—gtp 4 
was expected py apne o’clgck tutit, 280.4 
hours”*chat and rest mother and Pyen 
a toot for the niglit atkRadley? 
and went to meet the child, “Ivainsa: 
no child, “Houazs passed, and ‘Whegad 
‘with these, two--small. childrentdllt 

four-o’clock passed. , Mother thou 
must gos.as'Wynny had artanged dinndy: 


No sogiter did she ‘gone’ soutid the’ pads 





at -Ongeto ty Carlton Crescent). whexesl founds 1b 
9 BERS: 












belated train cAmein.. I say atottiid, Slows, towzled-, 

"halted. face peep out—uornibtaliblg-aiesg? sGue 

jumped with a shiick of utter astanightnoss a¢. séeth 

me instead: Of her grarnyy.and:|o.[ hebindké: burst out 
gar 
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violently blgeding. The guard came,to ba patd. She 
had lost hef purse at Guildford fehere she had #0 takg 
a fresh ticket, and with tears besought -to’ be ‘taken 
without one, The sgtionmaster ¢gave her ot, ‘aad 
noty the guatd:chinfed payment, We got her round 
toothdavaiting-rqom, wherg, happily, wefound mother 
lingering on the chance of that tain ‘having broaght 
her, .Afler a little cold water and rest we Went on to 
Wynmys Gould I believe this grat tall gist, almost as 
large as myself, was mined [ teased the poot child 
dreadfully byt yalking round her and pradiming my 
amazement! fBuifhoh, fhe dress | h, the Urcadful. 
style"of haitd I felt the sooner I could get her to 
London to be brushed up and brushed clgttea the better, 
We tok leavd of mother and Wynry,rand slept—not 
vefy wHll—at the hotel. We Hela aia dauble-bedded 
toom, and Bess hit! Sonni€,and T the little one for 
bedfellow, and we were all mor of jess exgited and 
put about; aid T was glad to make as carly aephart a5 
[could th Faghpidge Wells, wherephdts. Bayley had a 
lodging thd aqurse waifing’ far gre. ahis was atst 
May.n The boys awaited us, and came to useevery day 
froth Darncllsaya very inffiior exhool, and their 
snowledge seemed to be trtily nil, I gave notice 
hey Would leave-—as Mi. Bayley had led Mr, arhell 
‘0 expect—~on zoth Jume, in one interview with him, 
qulteguilicjens to piveling.a decided 12, Fell impres- 
ion, , We only Btayed fomf-days; just Lo see ahe boys 
id letthe little°ones get used to theig frst English 
ervant, ‘They were, both racoicinpaed and quiet, 
rerhaps bécause neither of them was robust, though’ 
iohnic newas ailed anything, but 1 have always thought 
ds.physique lower than those elders I nursed myself, 
Aaa 


GEORGIANA FOOKS 


‘and, tee was hofit in Bengal, .We were made 
elcome at,Red Lodge, and I speedily tdek"Bkss to 
MisssKiugh to be made tidy, and still tore nécessary 
—shod’,, but-I dot’ thinlt her fect ever recovered the 
_bad training of F, Wills’ boots | Fer hair, now revise 
anc corrected, xOWw looked’ pretty, turned high with z 
bunch of its ows? pretty cui laid qnthe top of her 
head. We-stayed at Red Ifodge until the zoth, when 
the boys were sent ufto Garland’s, Hotel topmestyus, 
John was living there,and we slept there and started 
eatly next mgrning en route fot Dresden, This had been 
my ‘plan Before leaving Indiagwhgpse h had already 
written to Georgiana looks, a’tousin Who hidjeeen® 
there gince mown ‘gitlhood days, and dSked her aid 
‘In settling sthere*fgr some thtee years, 2 don’t think 
she ‘relished ife pfospect, frpm what she afterQards 
told, me, thinking I shoidldh prove Z)helpless mortal, 
and perhaps, as inSeher tales, she'iight find me ‘ kin, 
and less ghfin kind but we wete aiid ate fast friends, 
as you all know. , Well, my people wee gllytnqused 
at my rapid mdvements but then I cdpad net“afford 
to live-in Ipddfhgs with all these, they all tequized 
edlucafian ; as far agg could see the boys were utterly 
ignorant, and Bessie abou$on the usual par. She had 
learnt Gprman, at any tate had had what was supposed 
to be &n excellent Getmay govegness, and we ‘ondly 
imagined we could make ouggelves undergtood omthe 
journey, But, ob! deat mel» gven my French, 30 fong 
disused, atthe qpane at OstéNd resdlved itselfinto® 
a queer and’ \nite incomprehensible jargon, “half 
Wtindoostance | We had nofmuch trouble, Rowevet, « 
and greatly enjoyed the Brussels-hotel; the ‘cleans 
capped handmaidens and ,pusy streets, though ou, 
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bedroom “was rather smelly | » We slypt figain at: 
Colaghé, end found so much tg enjoy and sge,that w 
delayed another day at the Hotgl-Iollande whewe we 
had a nice roomdooking orf the saver, and sayall {hat 

it walking powGts could command, leaving the, 
Yollowing evening, “lhe ‘journey “ts Dresden «vas 
seventeen hous, and staffing in the evefiing wawere 
due at midday next day, (On afler occasions, having 
repeatedly made the journey, we found how to keep,, 
of sather get clean on the way. But nevef shall-I 
forget the dix, of that carfiage, or the teytible state of 
smuttiness iy wlagh Georgiana first beheld &s watting 
‘onese: Dregden platform! There we made an appal- 
ling discovety, At Cologne the portgigwe employed 
hadgvainly efhorted us to claim the Kigeage, and I as" 
cnergbtically impressed von him that i, was booked 
through and I dil not then fequire it, but I did, not 
comptehend that Jf hot~vided ‘ec w5ald remain there | 
This was what’ happened, and though telegrgphed fot 
and fenen {ir we never got it.far eight days, and 
then Ton Loraieces | ; 


¢And now J may close Sny Hytle compilation, of 
memorics—I cannot call f more, From this time 
either of my two cklets, especially Boss, can, if they 
please, add a sequel from their own knowledg®. My 
Indjan days. are ented, and though Jife remained 
paintet! in very vivid Sglours during some succeeding 
"yearSpsill Sep’sreturti in ’72, still it Pdedefast,in the 
neutrals of, ill-health and age ated our fetutn to 
ingland? [ach flight from the parent nest cartied oats 
fatereslsgg little more afield and left our home interest 
Alitile more barten, Nov, as I write these lines at the 
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end of ts aff our thete eldets are gone. Bhibnever to 
Wok 10 us*for hom again, Bessie for a wide and 
widdning Civéle of fikcnesjs apatt fromeus, though still 
neat, ‘The dear Half}, most l@ing.of sons, the b4st 
of brothers; therataf and soul of Bis mothet’s ambition’ 
—has come asta, and maygladden unyet again’ while 
we remain, in life, My HulesKitty has left us indeed, 
ending her frail ltttledife at Naples in *78 ; agd the two 
who have not, figured in these pages, Rob’ and Mat- 
garet, will sead thent witht probably far less interest 
thag will tle others by and bye, | Jav $s trying hig 
crippled wings on the edge of shéfarens nestyapghis 
moment ous Nyeliest interest—the strongagt wish being 
that he shalloyt-grow his ‘ crippled wings,’ agd be 
yet, as we are alldwed to hope, as strong as ot}ers at 
five-and-twerty, Ax 4 ss 

Dam fifty-four,and bavs four gfndchildren | I do 
not wish to see teh numbers greay multiply, ‘nor to 
live myMf to out-grow the memoriés koth bgjght and 
sad that made yp'tlre life imperfectly hege Fecglisda 

1 [My mother liret“to be BY yours old surviving my father,-who digd Nt 
the age of 90, Ky one yent only, She died in r909, A 

The childien for whon,ghe wrote her reminiscences all predeceased her 
except one who Ie tn Ameclen, "TUR twa § lesa interested? anes, who saw | 
more of her than any other of het chifdien, as it has turned out, are in the end 


probably chore interested than those would pave been who were aiteady 
famiiline yfth many of the episodes described YR.A.B,) 
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EPITACH OF CARLOTTA GEVHER, 
IN si, JouN’s CArURCI, CALCUTTA 


; Fale a 
"Und&henrh hts Stone lyeth the ,cemaing of 
CHARLOT'ER BREHER, 
the afk Monate wife of Richard Becher, Rsq., @ 
Fa the Basi Rdie Comp,’s Service in Bengal 
She dietkon the 14th day of Octobefi ta ahe year 
of our Lord 1759, in the gist 
year of her age; efter suffering 
With pAtience p long il€esr occasioned hy grief for 
the adgath of afi, only dayghter, ' 
who departed ae life at Pita the goth day of 
* | Novembet 1756. 
‘Bithenwgiment is erected to hoy memory, by her 
afflicted hughagd. —” 
a 


: 4 
EPITAPH OF RIGUARIY BECHER, 
JN SOUTIT PARK STREET DURIAL GROUND, CALCUTTA, 


Sacred to the Memory gf an honest man, 
this humble sto: te xecords the name apd fale, 
affine Iditer, alas | holy unequal to his worth) of 
RICHARD BECIUR, Lisa, 
Lato Member of the Board of tye? 
.. hd once of the Connell of this Présidency, 
a 
Thro’ a long life passed in the service 
“Ci the Company, what his conduct was 
the annals of the Gompany will shew. 
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ips tablet sexrowing friendship tens, 
shat athe th as seacled, in a modest independento, 
‘what he deemedfthe honorablh reward 
vt life of strgige toepjoy iy} yeh 
telurngd in nd 1774 to Insynagive land, 
where privnte estecimand public confidence 
await where miphefttune ¢ alsqypvertook lim, 
By natiire, open, 4 
liberal anc\compatsionate ; unpractised 
in’ gutile himBSelf and not suspectipg ip 
in others, to prop the declining ctedit of a friéhd, 
hg was led to put I¥is all to hazard 
and fell the victim 
of his own benevolenc?; 
aftey argort pause and agonizing comict, 
bound loa claims to fresh exertions ; 
in 17 owt 
he retugned Yo the § f his gpiliee effoxts? 
but the vigour of ‘ft as Pasty 
and se x0? ahe Calatnity’ the times 
Aare s darken, in the hipeless 
ots to re-erect the fortune of hisMamily,-re 
under tl pty of disappointment,’ 
and thas kessute the dimate; | 
a wOrn mind and dkbilitated body, 
sunk to"@st, of 
Unetring wisdom offlained, 
hat his cowards should notfbe of this world, 
and removed hith'tg an cei of happiness, 
Nov. 17th, 1782 ;42Btat suze a4 
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TABLE OP’PRINSEP RELATIONS OF AUGUSTA BECHER _ 
GRANDDPAREATS 
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: 1850 UNEESS, AND aunts cOtane 
aye 6 Eervard 193) ¥ F P 
i ile. Yokn (ds. 1879) ae Sophia (_ 1840) 
: ect = 8 Ceroline m3 Macaie ———_—__—_?azoiive (took name] E.ddimad id), 
F 1 i Sophia {d. 1875 ina Costvent) 
; yx Thontas m7! Campb}il —————Lucy (as. $93 
ef i n : —1. Angosts m cranes Genii (6830) 
| 4 Fee i . Aveusta Becher 
ri 
=4 George Agnes Blake "Ge Thoby (d. age 2F : 
. ||: bal p 7 Joba m. Misia Gollide, 
> 
a : Sh rei es Aes eee 736, wa. 38) 
> | i ; * . Ellas Wilson (d. 5926) 
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74 
‘878 








ne j . ?. 
s I | wee ne . 4 
SL og etity (a # 1860) Henry mc. Bassell of W 
i z Aoshia m. ints d- . Attne 7 
cd x Louisa ae oe 
| La Chae m. Louisa ‘White ———— fury Team 


be > Willian @ s. 1857, 
Charles m. Letitia Gyll 
+t 
| Emily Wi 





y! 
~~ Tae Cigel? MoicSworth 
[ward (unter 
i? 2. 
aeny: Daniel ae 
|____ 7 William in" M°Gampbell_—_~ » Frederick th. Emily Dusand 
2 = - Py 
Pe ee HWesty m. Sara Pattlo aco dy Thoby, LCS; K.CLE Epes 
> Valentine, PR_A., m-Florencefeyland 
AsthaPm. J. Webber Smitf 
} Alice Gurney* * 
Virginia bi age 


~ vaagnters were Laum Lady Troubridge and Rachelt Lady Duated 
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